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At a General Meeting! of the Subscribers and Friends 

to .T|Ur SOCIETT FOB THX IlCFROVBMBNT OF PbUON DISCIPLINE^ 
AND FOR THE REFORMATION OF JvYSRILK OFFENDERS^ held flt 

Freemaaons' Hall^ on Monday^ the dd of June^ 1822, 

H.R.H. The DUKE of GLOUCESTER^ K.G. Patron, 

In. tb6 Chmr ; 

The. Mowing f RESOLUTIONS were unanunously agreed 
tq: — 

It w«8* moved* by Edward Bootle WiLBRAHAJf^ Esq. M«P. 
and seconded by. Thomas. FowsLLBuxixnc^ Esq. M.P. — 

1. — That a Report^ founded on the statement which has been 
no\i^ read, bcf pt^psa^ ' tod* prhited tinder * the tlirection of th* 
Committee. That this Meeting rejoices at the increasing alten* 
tion^ and warm interest, which the Improvement of Prison 
Discipline continues to excite throughout the kingdom, and at the 
progress of beneficial plans in the construction and management 
of Gaols, uniting the reformation with the punishment of 
the offender. 

It wais| moved by Lord Suffield, and seconded by the Hon. 
Henry pREY Bennet, M.P. — 

3.-^Ti|at this Meeting protests against an opinion which has 
bisen fohsiedi that the Views and Flans of the Society have a 
tendency! to deprive. Punishment of its just terrors, and to render 
a FHsoki ai desirable habitation; that this assertion is inconsistent 
wiUi readon,,4nd at variance with truth, as the discipline whicl) 
itfis the object of this Society to recommend, «]|npo^est on the. 
cQimo^dr, hard labour, rigorous privation, and habitual restraint. 
Thal^ A G«cd thus regulated can present no attractions to the 
yieiom, ttdd experience proves that the Criminal, subject to such- 

b 
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discipline regards Imprisonment witb dread, while a' Gaol of an 
opposite character carries with it no terror to the guilty. 

It was moved by Thomas William Coke, Esq. M.P. and 
seconded by Lord Nugent, M.P. — 

3. — ^That this Meeting highly approves of the Comnmnications 
which the Society has made, with a view to diflftise a knowledge 
of its Flans in foreign countries. That it is with peculiar delight 
this Meeting learns, that owing to the indeBeitigable exertions of 
the Petersburg Prison Society, Auxiliary Institutions have been 
established in the Russian £mpire, extending even to Siberia 5 
that in Berlin a Society is now forming for the amelioration of 
the Gaols in the Prussian dominions 5 that in France and Swit- 
zerland enlightened principles of criminal jurisprudence prevail 5 
that in Spain the subject has warmly interested the Members of 
the Cortes, who are honourably engaged in visiting and amend- 
ing the Gaols in that kingdom 5 and that in Portugal a similar 
spirit has been manifested for the Improvement of Prison 
discipline. 

It was moved by William Wilberforce, Esq. M.P. and 
seconded by Earl Blessinoton — 

4. — That this Meeting observes, with deep concern, the 
alarming increase of Juvenile Depredators in the Metropolis, 
and is of opinion that the labours of the Society cannot be more 
beneficially directed than to the means of checking an evil fraught 
with consequences so fatal to the best interests of these tmhappy 
youths, and so injurious to the peace, morals, and property, 
of the community. That the Temporary Refuge formed by this 
Society, for the reformation of Boys, who, on their discharge 
from Prison, are desirorus of abandoning their guilty habits; 
highly merits the support of an enlightened Public. That the 
success of this Institution satisfactorily proves that there are but 
few, even among the most guilty, who may not, by proper 
discipline and treatment, be subdued and reclaimed, and justifies 
ibe Meeting in the conviction, that no measure would be so 
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efficacious in arresting the progress of juvenile delinquency^ as 
the establishment of a well-regulated prison for the correction 
and reformation of Criminal Youth. 

It was moved by Lord Calthobpe^ and seconded by Samuel 
HoABE^ jun. Esq. — 

5. — ^That the thanks of this Meeting are eminently due^ and 
are hereby presented, to the Magistracy throughout the King- 
dom, for the readiness with which they have co-operated in the 
plans and objects of this Institution. 

It was moved by Stephen Lushinoton, Esq. L.L.D. M.P. 
and seconded by John RanI>olph, Esq. of the American 
Congress — 

6.— That the Right Hon. Sir G. H. Rose, Bart. M.P. and 
Edward Bootle Wilbrahah, Esq. M.P. be added to the Vice- 
Presidents of the Society 5 and that the following Gentleisen 
form the Committee for the ensuing year. (See page sj 

His Royal Highness having lel^ the Chair, it was, on the 
motion of Lord Sufpield, unanunously Resolved — 

7. — ^That the cordial thanks of this Meeting be presented to 
His Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester, K.G. the Patron, 
for the kind interest with which he has uniformly promoted the 
Objects of the Society, and for the honom* which he has this day 
conferred on the Meeting, by presiding over its proceedings. 
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It is the pleasing duty of the Comoiittee again to 
coDgratalate the friends of this Institation, on the public 
interest which the improvement of prison discipline 
continues to excite. Whatever differences of opinion 
may arise, as to the expediency of specific plans for 
the regulation of prisons — and on snch points it vonld 
be strange if variety of sentiment did not prevail — the 
importance of the objects to which the labours of the 
Society are directed, have become more fnlly recog- 
niaied, and more justly appreciated. 

The Committee have, however, yet to contend with 
the opposition of strong prejudice, and have some 
reason to complain of misrepresentation of their views. 
It has been alleged that they have misunderstood the 
true ends of punishment; that its sole object is to de- 
ter; and that the reformatory measures recommended' 
by the Society, if even morally efficacious on th» 
criminal, would prove injurious to the community at 
large, by weakening the terrors of imprisonment. 

It may not be unnecessary to state, that this Society 
is not constituted for the amendment of the criminal 
code, nor have its labours been, in any single instance,' 
directed to this end. On the efficacy of capital punish- 
ment, or of transportation, the Committee have no 
denre- to offer an opinion. They have hitherto scrnpu- 
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lonsly confined their exertions to the real objects 
of the Society-=— the improvement of prison-discipline, 
and the refonnation of juvenile offenders. Their atten- 
tion has been occupied, not in a revision of the law, 
but in the attempt to render its penalties most effective 
— by administering imprisonment, so as at once to deter 
and reclaim the offender, -and impress all who con- 
template a violation of the law, with the dread of 
punishment. 

No charge can be more mistaken and unfoimded^ than 
that Che plans recommended by this Institution are cal- 
culated to introduce comfort into gaols. It is the con- 
viction of the Committee, that the security and welfare 
of society d^ooiand the uniform punishment of crim^; 
and that, as nothing less than penal inflictions will ,enaur6 
public protection, puiiishmeiit becomes a sacved duty \ 
but the measure of the punishment must, be regulated 
by the character of the offence^ the feelings of hnmanity^ 
and the spirit of religion. The design of imprilson- 
ment is not solely to nflict pain; suflbrihg is only 
idlowable, inasmuch as it is essential to the oonrec- 
tion of the prisoner, and the melioration of hi» eha^ 
racter. No vindictive or unnecessary punishment. Ml 
justifiable. The Committee are, however, of op&- 
nion, and have always contended, that severe pubishr 
ment must form the basis of an effective system of 
prison-discipline. Tlie personal suffering of the offender 
must be the first consideration, as well for his own 
interest, as for the sake of example : he must be made 
to feel^ diat this suffiering attends the infringement of 
the laws, and the violation of .the peace and property 
of the community. Now, what is the nature of the 
disqipiine which the Soeiet)' recfMomend? It is a system 
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of hard' labour^ and regtilar eiii{>k>yment. It is a system 
in wldch spare diet^ occasional solitary confinement, 
and habits of order and silence^ are steadily enforced. 
It is a systmn in which seclusion from vicious asso- 
ciates is rigOTonsly ' obserred. It is a system which 
regards tfieconj$tant control, and pfersonal inspection, of 
die prisoner, as indispensable. It is a system of religions 
insfattction, and moral restraint. The Committee would 
ask, what temptations to crime a prison conducted 
on sudi prin<^ples can present? Is it apprehended 
that <be depredator will ctfntinue his courses, that he 
may ^i<^utiter a life so irksomely painfiil, and opposed 
to all his preridus habits ? Will the idle steal that he 
may become industrious; the intemperate that he may 
be trained . to sobriety ; the ignorant that he may acquire 
moral and reli^tis impressions; and the disorderly 
that he may be subject to seclusion and restraint? 
Such eendtict would be at variance with every known 
principle of human action. It is, in fact, a discipline 
above* all others calculated to deter, as well as to 
reform. It haMtuates to thought and industry; it 
breaks up old, and creates new, associations: and 
experience confirms, what reason suggiests'-^that this 
discipline is regarded with perfect abhorrence by cirimi- 
naid of every description. 

But it is affirmed that rigorous discipline and moral 
reformation in a gaol are incompatible ; and that re- 
formation, being opposed to the main design^ ought to be 
renounced. — Whence, the Committee would ask, does 
this incompatibility arise T Religious instructibn is not 
t;ommunicated at times^ likely to interfere with the 
hours Appropriated to labour, or to the infliction of* 
otW punishments ; and fbw will be inclined to dispute 

c 2 
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that the very act of deriving that instruction^ inducesi 
habits of order and application^ directly opposed to 
the restless spirit of a criminal ; but if the moral im^ 
provement of the prisoner occupied an infinitely longer 
period than it necessarily does^ in the management of 
a good gaol^ the Committee contend that it is an object 
of such supreme importance^ that to effect it no exer- 
tion should be spared. Religious instruction forms^ in 
fact^ an indispensable branch of prison-discipline. — 
It is a component part of the system. Without reforma- 
tion^ the object of prison discipline cannot be attained : 
without religious impressions^ reformation is utterly 
hopeless. The prevention of crime will never be 
effected by the influence of fear alone : for the truth of this 
sentiment^ the Committee may confidently appeal to the 
page of history. In no christian or civilized country, 
has unmixed severity attained this object. The criminal 
thus treated — be his offence what it may — experiences 
a feeling of injury ; resentment is excited in his bosom : 
the energies of his mind are exerted to resist coercion. 
He hardens and nerves himself to prove to those who 
are likely to be influenced by his example, the firmness 
of his character, and the impotency of all efforts 
to reclaim him; his detestation of those who have 
authority over him, and his contempt for their punish- 
ments. Others emulate his fortitude, but shun not his 
crimes. — ^This is the natural effect of severity, on 
jninds unimpressed with a sense of duty, and uninflu- 
enced by restraint. And on whom is it proposed to 
exercise this discipline ? On those who'^have, in a more 
or less degree, renounced this sense of duty, and who 
despise all restraint. If the true end of punishment 
be sought for — other motives and feelings, besides 
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'thbi9i&^t(4iiohaTepr6diic^ by terror^ - tfiast be 6rMijgkt 
iiitt) 'Action. The e#Btider mttst be regarded M a nuMl 
agf^t, and an acr^MH^ble beiiig;'. His ttfiftd^ mMt te 
iMJ^r^ssed with religions j^rin^ipteis^ aiikf hits heaiPt axoiA!- 
liofated by religiotis feelings; and h^ mxtsk be cMf- 
i^ced how deeply his reformation is coililecled with 
Us best interests here^ aftd his happiness hereafter. 

0n liie giroiindsv therefore, of policy — to render Uie 
penial institutions of thef country' etfecti^e, and pnbllb 
pt^perty sectti^e, the refonteation of the eriminal should 
ber regarded as an indispensable object of prison ^0- 
cApline: But are these the only ^considerations wUcli 
confer 6n it imp6rtaii<ie? .We are^b^und to eactend'tb 
the crittkinal &e same tredtment to which we feel 
Unit we should be entitled in his situation. To re- 
claim the vicious, is not merely die interest, but^tie 
dviiy of soci^. Although the criiminal' has forfeited 
his liberty, and subjected himself to punishineirt> tib 
lias still claims on public attention, whteh id^ HAi- 
eotiduct oniiis ]pfart can adntil. Thougli a ctitiHttiS^ 
lie is yet a man; and every attempt to' t^at hiioi liis 
l^H^ tiian humai^, is equally to oUti^ge thet'feel{li||s 
Of tiaiiire, to disiidgiyid <iie obligations^ of socfal dtffy, 
«nd to viobit^ tlie )[>rit&ciples of chtta^iinity . c i ' 

Hie refofiiiing ^ffllcaey of ike tfeW i^stem teis^^blr 
Mihe, indeed, been pd^iially admitted, <while<iie a)Id|gM 
cohifbrts off gaols are'istated to attrabt the^homeBtaiM 
industrious ; and, in pi^of of tibtil; flUft late Inttrease^lh 
tt» mtniAier of eommitmenlj^, c^Mpai<ed with former 
pedods; hfiti^ been "add^i^ed. Btit '^^fre ihetc^ not ^tlMr 

tiatlM#, p^W^i^l in tb^rnatUr^/^aild tOK^ obviOtC]^ ^ 
imM'^ttyitoeif^tioi^^ «(y'*i«%fe1f «he>' ^4M increti^ 'tf 

kky#lBlrei>; for iOie sake of a^"^^^ 

c 



18 

nfriuit'.does it imply ? That honest men have -degenerated 
Into -criminals — ^loii^t their reputation — ^undergone pri* 
vatioQ — incurred reproach and infamy: — and for what? 
That they might return to the point from which they 
4si6t out — ^that they might resume their former habits. 

But it may be said, that it is only contended that the 
improved system fails to deter the guilty; that the thief 
at laif;e continues his depredations^ uninfluenced by 
the reformation of the .thief in confinement. — ^To this it 
titiay be replied^ that assuming that the number of cri- 
minals do not increase from the change of system^ 
(and there is strong evidence in proof of their having 
been consequently reduced) and that the present number 
'Of criminals are subjected to the new discipline^ it will 
at least produce this important effect — ^the gradual 
diminution of offenders. 

Hitherto^ indeed, the new system has been exhibited 
to advantage in but very few gaols, while those who 
Jhnye objected to it argue 9'Sif it were,already in general 
pjieratipn. In some prisons, which have been adduced 
■W' ip^tances of failure, the systc^m. has never been 
.adopted,, or essential departures from it have been 
flowed.. There exists classifioati<m without inspec- 
tion, labonr without instruction, ^and every variety of 
partial combination. But>it is due to the character 
iof the cause to protest against the practice of selecting 
rs^ch prisons : as iUustrati;Qns of the new system, and of 
-determining its nvQrits by their defects. 

But the Committee > turn to a more pleasing part 
of their duty, — to report the progress of improvem^its 
in prisons during the past year. If these amend- 
l^ents have not, been more general^ it is satisfactory 
ta.know that)llie delay has not airisen from, indifference 
M9t:tF^:pcurt!A^f thie magistracy. The Bill now b^orf 
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Parliament fi>r consolidating and amending the various 
laws at pk>edeiit in force for the government of prisons, 
directs the number of dlasses into which each prison 
is to be dttided ; and it has^ therefore, in many in- 
stances, he&tt deemed prudent to await the passing 
of this measure, beibre any projected alteration be 
carried into effect. Tliis circumstance has not, how- 
ever, prevented the introduction of a great numb^ of 
improvements. 

In Newgate, considerable alteration has taken 
place ; but no amendment of which this prison is capa- 
ble can supersede the urgent necessity which exists for 
the erection of another prison. The present state of 
this gaol forms, however, W striking contrast to its 
condition some years back. Classification is now main- 
tained as far as possible. The juvenile prisoners ar6 
employed in flax dressing. 

The House of Correction in Giltspur-street is still la- 
mentably defective in the classification of convicted 
oficfnders, of whom there are but three classes — ^mcn, 
wom^a, aild boys. The general labour for the men 
id grinding com for the use of the prison, and 
Newgate; this is performed by a hand-mill. The 
bread for both prisons is baked here. Bruising flax 
is the usual employment for die juvenile prisoners ; 
sawing wood has also been introduced. The women 
ave employed at spinnings washing, 8cc. 

During the last yeai-, no fewer than four thousand six 
hundred and twenty-two prisoners passed through the 
New Prison, Clerkenwell ; and this may be considered 
as a fair avtetege of annual commitments. On a late 
occasion, tWo hundred and seventy prisoners were dis- 
charged at the prison-doors by proclamation. The 
defective plan of this prison, especially consideriiiV 
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its recent erection^ is much to be regretted* as neither 
the governor, nor any of his officers, can by possibility 
inspect the yards or rooms without entering them. The 
prisoners are generally very crowded. They are con- 
fined for short periods, and committed for trial or re- 
examination. They are consequently not obliged to 
work, and are in a constant state of idleness; but mea^ 
snres might be taken here, as in other prisons, for in- 
troducing light employments, allowing to the prisoners 
a share of their earnings as an inducement to industry. 
In the House of Correction, Coldbath-fields, the ex- 
tensive machinery for the employment of the prisoners by 
the tread-wheel, is now completed. In eight of the yards, 
wheels have been erected, so that, including relays, up- 
wards of three hundred prisoners maybe kept in regular 
emplojrment. This prison is very full; there being 
occasionally above double the number of prisoners in 
confinement that the Building was originally designed to 
contain. It is, therefore, impossible to preserve a 
proper system of classification. The state of the female 
prisoners calls earnestly for immediate attention ; they 
consist of nearly all descriptions of bad characters 
convicted by the magistrates of the metropolis. The 
crowded state of the prison does not admit of their 
being classed : they have no matron, nor any female 
officers to attend them. The visits of prisoners' friends 
have been very properly restricted to one day in the 
week, for two hours only. A very useful alteration 
has taken place in the prison, in providing the means 
of inspecting the day-rooms and yards of the various 
classes, without the appearance of the inspector. 
Three thousand three hundred and seventy-nine pri- 
soners were committed to this prison in the course of 
the jrear 1821. 
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The Bridewell in Tothill Fields continues to be 
the most defective prison in the metropolis. The 
evils which have been already pointed out in tliis 
deplorable place of confinement^ remain unreformed. 
Great praise is due to the governor for his having dis- 
pensed generally with the nse of irons, notwithstanding' 
the bad constmction of the prison. 

At the Bedford county-gaol^ several, on entering the 
prison^ who were committed in default of the pajrment 
of penalties, have gladly paid the money at the sight of 
the mill. The prisoners work on separate tread-wheels. 
The governor, from his residence, commands a com- 
plete inspection of the prisoners while at work on the 
wheels, as well as in their wards. The produce of the 
mill is partly consumed in the prison, and wheat is 
ground at a moderate expense for the public. 

In the county House of Correction at Abingdon, the 
prisoners are employed in the manufacture of sacking 
in all its branches, tarpaulins, and matting ; for which 
a ready sale is invariably found. The use of irons, 
except in cases of refractory prisoners, has been dis- 
continued at this prison. 

At the Aylesbury county-gaol, the mill is the only 
source of labour in the prison ; the untried, who are 
not obliged, but who are willing, to work, are placed in 
the inside, and the convicted on the outside of the 
wheels : the labour of the latter is very severe^ the 
steps being nearly two feet and a quarter apart. The 
governor states that, since the erection of the mill, he 
does not see the same faces return, as formerly. The 
profit to the county during the last year, from the labour 
of the prisoners, amounted to £210. Us. 

At the Cambridge county-gaol, a discipline mill has 
been in full operation during the last six montiis; The 
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male prisoners work m two compartme&ts, and the 
period of labour is ten hours per day.. Hiere has not 
been one instance of a re-committal since the erectioa 
of the mill; before, returns were frequent. The 
female prisoners are under the sole care of the go- 
vernor s wife. 

In the town-gaol at Cambridge, a tread-mill is erec^ 
ing. The daily allowance in money has been changed 
into a fixed ration of food. 

At Knutsford chouse of correction, flie variety of 
manufactures carried on continues as extensive as 
described in the last Report. Some of the coarser de- 
scription of woollen and linen articles are sold for the 
use of other gaols, and several workhouses. The earnings 
for one quarter amounted to £232. 15^., which, being 
deducted from the cost of food for that period, and 
other disbursements, left only £ 67. 12 5. 3d. as the ex- 
pense of maintenance to the county of one hundred and 
thirty-five prisoners for the quarter. Several instances 
are known of men who have been taught a trade in this 
prison^ who are now industriously at work, maiii- 
taining a good character. A matron superintends the 
female prisoners. 

In tile Bodmin coonty-gaol, tfie male prisoners are 
usually employed in grinding com. A stepping-mill 
will be soon erected^ It is to be lamented that the 
male, and femide debtors are not separated during the 
day. Inms axe frequently used for security. 

At Whitehaven county house of correction, con- 
luderable alterations have, taken place since the last 
year; the classificajtion is enlarged, and it is earnestly 
hoped that some arrangement will be made for the 
r^igic^ im^oveaient of the prisoners, whose welfare 
in this reelect has hittierto been much neglected^ In 
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this prison, the female prisoners are under the super- 
intendence of the governor's wife. 
. The beneficial system of hard labour, and other 
descriptions of employment, long established in the 
Devon county^bridewell, were partly described in the 
Appendix to the last Report. They are continued, 
although under new arrangements, with the present 
governor. Tread-wheels are now erecting, calculated 
to employ at one time seventy prisoners. Such has 
been the increase of offenders^ committed to this prison, 
that not unfrequently seven individuals have been con- 
fined in one small cell ; and, but a short time prior to 
the date of this Beport, five men slept in a cell, of 
which the dimensions are seven feet by ten. In the 
year 1821, no fewer than 1718 persons passed through 
HkiB prison : there is no infirmary belonging to it. 

The county-gaol at Durham has undeigonc much 
alteration. The work carried on by the male prisoners 
is weaving, making mats, beating and preparing English 
flax : several of the prisoners committed for minor 
offences are employed in spade-husbandry. The female 
prisoners are employed in washing, making and mend- 
ing the gaol clothing, spinning, knitting, &c. A atepping- 
mill is now erecting, and is in a state of forwardness. 
A Ladies' Committee visit the female ]msoners, and a 
matron resides in the prison, who has die entire caie 
of the women. 

The only material alteration in Ae county gaol itt 
Gloucester, is the erection of a tread-mill> now in pro- 
gress. It is attached to the peaite&ttary, and will be 
worked in two divisions, by about thirty-two jmsoners: 
flte power will be applied to grinding com and pump- 
ing water. This prison is admirs^bly coodncted. 
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At the Horsley house of correction^ a tread-mill id 
erecting. The male prisoners are employed in weayit^ 
broad-cloth^ making straw mattresses^ rope mats, 
stockings^ &c. 

The house of correction at Winchester continues to 
be distinguished for good order and industry; the mills 
have been in active operation. The total amount of 
saving to the county^ from the labour of the prisoners, 
for the last two years and three quarters, has been 
£2049. 4^. 6id. A school is attended daily, under the 
direction of the chaplain. 

The prisoners in the county gaol at Hereford are 
employed in bag-making, and the bedding and clothing 
is also manufactured in the prison. 

At the county-gaol at Hertford, the good effect of 
the improvements stated in the last Report continues 
to be experienced. This is strikingly evinced by the 
diminution of returns compared with those of former 
years, and in the decreased number of vagrants: the 
benefits arising from classification and employment in 
the House of Correction are stated to be very great. 

In the county-gaol at Maidstone, a building is 
enlarging for the separate confinement of female pri- 
soners: they will be placed under officers and attendants 
of llieir own sex; a plan which, it is trusted, will be 
generally followed throughout the country. In this 
prison, great attention is paid to the moral instruction 
of the prisoners. Schools for the adult as well as juve- 
nile prisoners are formed in several of the wards, under 
the direction of the chaplain. The chief branches of 
labour are the manufacture of hop-bagging, sacks of 
various descriptions, rope-mats, and clothing fat the 
use of the pxison. 
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A sftrildng contrast to the county prison is presented in 
the state of the town-gaol at Maidstone* Here there 
is no employment or instruction ; and, as usual in prisons 
of this description, the time of the prisoners is spent in 
low discourse, in (he relation of their past adventures, 
and in planning future enterprizes. 

At the gaol at Rochester, debtors, felons, and mis- 
demeanants, are indiscriminately confined together; 
and proofs are not wanting of the evil resulting fram 
this neglect of classification and discipline: a young 
man, the son of honest parents, and whose moral cha^ 
laeter had hitherto been unsullied, was confined for a 
small debt. He had not been liberated longer than a 
month, before he was again committed as a criminal; and 
his ruin may be directly traced to the corrupt associa- 
tion to which he was exposed during his confinement. 
Two men were lately apprehended for robbing their 
master; one of whom, on his entrance, was admitted 
as King's evidence. He associated indiscriminately 
with the other prisoners ; and when the trial came on, 
he refused to recapitulate his testimony: his accomplice 
escaped, and justice was defeated. 

Improvements are still going forward in tiie county 
gaol of Lancaster, under the governor, from whose 
architectural skill the county has already derived nrach 
benefit. The advantages of central inspection, as 
exemplified in the plan of tfie new Penitentiary for 
females, have led to similar improvements in the felons' 
part of the prison. 

The additions and improvements in the Manchester 
Niew Bailey have of late been very considerable : Hie 
classification wiU soon be materially extended. Hie 
greater part of the prisoners weave cotton goods. When 
the present alterations are finished, there will be about 
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four hmidied loonyr in operaticm* In this hurge prison 
a matron is indijq>€ii8ably required. 

No material alteration has taken plaoe in the con- 
.fltmction of tlie Preston house of conectictn. The 
amonnt of eamingSy for the last year^ is £125&. 1&. 6d 
This sum has been actoally earned by weaTing and 
<3leaning cotton. The prisoners make the clothes^ shirts^ 
Jkc^ and perform nearly all the white-washing, flaggnNr> 
alating, painting, and joiner^a work, required in the 
prison, but the earnings by such labour ave not included 
in this amount. The average cost of each prisoner lo 
the county, thus reduced, is little more than 5d. per 
man per week. 

. At Lincoln Castle county*gaol, various improvements 
are in pwgress> under the judicious dinection and in- 
.genious plans of the governor. The prisoners are ibe 
IabouDei!$» and the Mp^ise to ihit county for altera- 
tions of some magnitude has been, in consequence, very 
gveatly reduioed* Aa entire new female department is 
about to foe added, according to the design of the 
governor; by. which the women will be placed in a 
separate building, under the immediate superintendenee 
and inspection of the matron, and within view of the 
governor's residence. This anisaagement wiH of course 
jeJlow of the further classifieaAion of the male prisonen, 
which in a county*gaol is an object of great importance. 
Much praise is doe to the governor for his exertions. 

At the gaol and bridewell in the city of lincofai, 
there is no employment, no instruction, no attendance 
iof'Br chaplain, nor even p^ormance of liivine service. 

The new county-gaol for Norwich has been bogun, 
abd a plan adopted which combines as many advan- 
tages of impnovad prisotMxmstraction . as the nature of 
thai site admitft 
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At Northampton connty-gaol, the employments aifo 
the same as stated in a former Report^ with the exr 
ceptioin of pid^headUiig. There is a bakehouse in the 
pHson where bread is maBu£ftctttred for the snpply of 
the prisoners>^md also for the general oounty-infinnary. 

At PetertxMTo^ the gaols are particularly defective ; 
and on reference to the Appendix it will be seen that 
a new prison, to supersede both the present places of 
confinement, is essentially requisite. 

At Nottingham house of correction, the additions 
alluded to in a tbrmer Report ore now in progresi^. 
The whole of the labouring work in the new buildings 
has been peifermed by the prisoners, by which there 
has been a saving to the ccHrporation of between £460 
and £600/ It isihtended that ^ diapel shall be added. 
Mills also will be: elected'. Breaking flax lyy machinate 
TatM been lately introduced. The Women are und^r 
th^ care of a /matron, and are fctniished with eilH 
plbyment. > v -' 

The state of tiie county-gaol for Salop continueii 
much the same. The articles manufactwed are weai^ 
in^^apparel for the prisoners, laces, list-^oes, knitted 
gloves, and tgisiacco pegs. The fiMnalei^ are under tli» 
c«re of a matron, and'an officer of (teir own se^J 

The iclas^fication at Bristol gaol has been extended 
since last year. The prisoners have been employed 
in breaking liise-stone, making shoes, and articles of 
clothing. 

' The bouse of » ^correction at Brix^ton has been com- 
pleted since the puMication of tite last Report. Six 
iTBad^wheels we here kept- in cefm^antr operation, and 
tlM^hard lfliboicr> aild $pare diet, combined with judicious 
regulations for the exclusion of the friends ctfpriisoiiei^^ 
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lia?e already rradered the name of Btixton a terror to 
offenders in the vkinity. 

.The county-gaol at Horsham has lately been en- 
larged, with a view to remedy some of the gross defects 
^hich distinguished this prison; but there is yet no 
employment for the idle^ no instruction for the ignorant, 
nor infirmary for the sick. 

A.t tiie house of correction at Lewes, some of the 
prisoners card wool, beat hemp, and plat straw. , A 
tiead-mill has been erected for grinding com. The' 
prison is well ventilated, and remarkably healthy and 
clew throughoat: 

. The county-gaol 9ti York remains unaltered. It 
continues of course under presentment. The delay in 
proceeding with alterations is attributed to the post- 
ponement of the prison- bill. This gaol, from its 
gm>S0ly defective state, and from the large and de- 
praved assemblage which it contains, demands the 
most earnest attention of the magistracy. On the 
female side, the tried and untried are confined in the 
same room, and have no matron. 

In the House of correction at Beveriey, for the East- 
Biding of Yorkshire, the improvements, which have 
been for some time in hand, are completed. The 
prisoners dress flax from the plant, spin it into yam, 
and make linen cloth for their own use: this is also 
exchanged for coarse woollen cloth, and blankets for 
the service of the prison. 

At the house of correction at Northallerton, the 
stepping-mill has produced a great effect. Such has 
been the diminuti<Ni in the number of committals, Aat 
a(; limes the mill is but half employed, from the want of 
pilsoflers to work it. * 



At Wakefidd, ihe . extensive i mpiov e m ents n ^die 
constmciion of tHe prison are not yet coinpletei;* A 
stepping-mill hed been erected^ designed to grind com 
for flie consumption of tiie prisoners. 

The various improvements that were in progress ' si 
Edinburgh Bridewell, at the date of tfie last Report; 
have been completed. — A contract has been entered 
into for the erection of' seven tread-wheels^ cwpiMedt 
employi]^: forty prisoners at a time: of these only 
three have in tlie first instance been |>roceeded witii} 
on which from eighteen to twenty prisoners are^ eso^ 
ployed, with about half tibiat number for relays* Eadb 
wheel is in a separate compartment, and the machinery 
strikes a bell every minute and a quarter, as asignl 
for the changes, one man on the right extremity of eacU 
wheel coming off, and sAoiher on ttie left stepping onj 
at each stroke of the bell. By these means, all have 
an equal portion of labour: on a wheel containing 
eight persons, each man works ten minutes at a timli,* 
and where .tibe relays are four in number, has a rest of 
five minutes. All the prisoners who have been subjedt 
to the discipline of the mill, entertain a perfect abherr* 
rencetoit; and upon one> occasion, at the commeiice^ 
ment, they fairly mutinied. This disordeiv howeter; 
was soon suppressed by tke governor's steady refosal 
to deliver to the prisoners their allowance of itoo&i 
until &e prescribed labour was performed; - .- ^ > 

For further detail respecting the state of these and 
other prisons^, tiie Committee refer to the Appeiidix. 
They trust that the publication of these facts will be 
serviceable in making known the adoption of beneficial 
pl^ns, and the results of suocessfhl experiment;.' as 
well as ia^e removal of defects in prison inan«gtfnieiit# 

d 
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and in gnardtng against their ftitare recurrence. The 
Committee do not pretend to la3r before the public an 
account of the changes that have taken place, within 
the last twelve months, in all the gaols throughout the 
kingdom ; but they have spared no industry to render 
the information which they have collected, complete 
and accurate ; sensible that the efficacy of their labours 
depends no less on the correctness of their statements, 
than on the soundness of their views, and the truth of 
their principles. The Committee beg, respectfully, to 
express their thanks to the magistrates, and zealous 
friends of the Society, in various parts of the country, 
through whose valuable assistance these facts have 
been obtained. To the governors of prisons the acknow- 
ledgments of the Committee are especially due, for 
{he aid which they have rendered, and for the ala- 
crity and interest with which they have at all times 
promoted the views of the Society. On their visits to 
the various prisons, the members of the Committee have 
uniformly experienced the most polite attention ; and 
it is only justice to declare that there prevails very 
generally among the governors of prisons, a strong con- 
viction of the evils of defective prison management,' 
and an earnest desire to forward improvements. 

It will be observed, by the Appendix, that, in many 
prisons, the practice still continues of using irons in 
ordinary cases, with the view of insuring the safe 
custody of the prisoners. The Committee are inclined 
to think that the security which irons afford, has 
been greatly over-rated. The use of fetters has a 
tendency to relax the vigilance of prison officers; 
and, probably, if the circumstances were examined, it 
would be found, tiiat in a large p^portion of cases 
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im which tlie escape of prisoners had been eflR»cted; 
irons had actually been uaed. 

The custom of ironing prisoners was formerly very 
general. It is satisfactory to observe the gradual dis- 
continuance of this practice^ which is likely before 
long to be altogether exploded. At Newgate, until no 
distant period, fetters were used in every yard ; no 
irons are now to be seen, with the exception of those 
on capital convicts, who wear them not for security, 
but as a distinctive punishment. Few gaols in England 
are less secure than the bridewell in Tothill-flelds, where 
fetters were long deemed absolutely necessary, but 
even here they are now altogether dispensed with; 
and it is to be regretted that they are not disused at 
several large prisons, which, in other respects, are 
well conducted, and where their discontinuance might 
reasonably have been expected. In the prisons to 
which the Committee refer, the practice is not confined 
to convicted prisoners : persons committed even for 
trial, are also subjected to this unmerited mark of 
personal degradation. 

Toi those who urge the necessity of irons, in ordi- 
nary cases, as the means of security, the Committee 
would reply, in the language of Blackstone, "the 
law will not justify gaolers in fettering a prisoner; 
unless where he is u^iruly, or has attempted his escape;" 
and Lord Chief Justice King\s answer to those who 
advocated the use of fetters — ** that they might build 
their walls higher" — is high and memorable authority 
against the legality of the practice. 

But if the ironing of a convicted prisoner be unwar- 
rantable, how much more strongly is the custom to b^ 
condemned, when the untried are fettered ; — a practice 
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not ofdy eoatrary to law, but Tepugnant to every priiw 
ciple of justice and humanity. 

It is a sound and established maxim of English 
jurisprudence, that every man shall be regarded as 
innocent, until the law pronounces him to be guilty. 
This is a sacred principle which all are interested to 
preserve inviolate. A man may abstain. from crimen 
but no man is secure from being charged with it 
The most innocent and respected member of society 
may, to-morrow, become the inmate of a prison. Here 
he may remain for months, the subject of its discipline. 
Imprisonment alone, to such an individual, is in itself 
an evil of great magnitude. He is taken from his 
home, his connexions, and pursuits. His reputation 
suffers injury, and his family disgrace. His health 
maybe, impaired, and his dependents beggared. These 
may be, and occasionally are, the unavoidable conse- 
quences of imprisonment before trial. They are evils, 
which for the general safety and protection of society 
must be endured. But shall these sufferings be ag- 
gravated by the infliction of a punishment, which 
the law not only does not recognise, but expressly 
forbids ? The Committee are aware that the expense 
of rendering confinement more secure is the alleged 
obstacle to the discontinuance of irons. It may be 
certainly cheaper to load a prisoner with chains, than 
to add security to his prison; but to fetter, unless 
under the circumstances authorized by Blackstone, is 
to punish a prisoner, not for his own misconduct, but for 
the neglect of others : it is to inflict a severe personal 
injury on the individual, to infringe upon the privileges 
of the innocent, and to violate one of the most clear 
and indubitable maxims of law and justice. 



11 im 'nMtti groat pleasiM the Committee state that 
ffirther experience has faHy coBfirmed the efficacy «f 
flie discipline tread-mill. jSome doubt has been ex- 
pressed whether the exercise occasioned by this de- 
scription of labour might not prove injurious to the 
health of the ^prisoner. The committee do not deny that 
it is very possible to convert, by^exoessive application^ 
this as well as every oflier species*^ panishmen<^ into 
on instrument of cruelty ; but they do ]|ot believe that 
this has been the case with the tread->miil in any single 
instance ; and they feel assured dmt (he labour whichiit 
«rdinarily enforces, so iur; from being injurious, is 
highly beneficial, to health. It induces moderate and 
unifomLexertion, im an erect andqmrestrained position 
bf the body; weight, not force, being requisite in 
the operation. The prisoners are usually at work 
in the prison-yards, deriving the benefit bf the opei 
air, while under exercise. — Much, however, of the 
efficacy of the punishment will depend on the judicious 
arrangement' of the machinery, and the attention that is 
paid to the degree in which the labour is enfdrced. — 
iTius, if the revolutions of the wheel are performed too 
slowly, orif the number of prisoners, as relays, form too 
large a proportion to those on the wheel, the labour to 
every prisoner may become so slight, as entirely to fail 
of its intended effect. With regard to the motion of 
llie wheel, the rate imposed on a prisoner at Brixton is 
about from forty-five to fifty steps per minute. The pro- 
portion of prisoners resting^ to those on the wheel, ought 
not to exceed one-third. An error in this respect may 
often be committed in crowded prisons ; and, in such 
eases, the discipline to the whole, body of prisoners 
is rendered altogether nugatory. In order to vegpdate 
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the portion of labour to each {uisoner with the^greate8t 
equality^ the Committee refer to the simple expe- 
dient which is adopted at Edinburgh Bridewell-^ 
contrivance worthy of imitation. As the benefits 
arising from the tread-mill become gradually known^ 
the Committee feel persuaded that this> or some simi- 
lar, description of hard labour, will be regarded as 
indispensable in houses of correction. In these prisons 
there is usually a large number of offenders, whose pe- 
riods of confinement are too short to allow of their 
labour being directed, with effect, to such rnann- 
iactures as require previous instruction. For the 
Btepping-wheel, however, no tuition is needed, and the 
effect of such discipline for one month only, is cal- 
culated to deter offenders in their early career of 
' crime, in a more powerfal manner than a much Icmger 
term of ordinary ccsifinement. - 

In the late session of Parliament, a Bill for provid- 
ing for the more effectual punishment of certain offences 
by hard labour has passed into a law; a copy of this 
Act is inserted in the appendix. The offences to which 
it relates, consist of aggravated misdemeanors, and 
crimes below the degree of felony. It authorizes the 
Court before which any such offender .shall .be con- 
iricted, or which by law is authorized to pass sentence 
on any such offender, to unite hard labour with impri- 
sonment for any term not exceeding that for which the 
Court may now imprison for such offences. 

It has been contended, by some writers, that severe 
unmitigated labour ought alone to be introduced, into 
prisons ; that profit and utility are quite foreign ficom 
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the objeot ;'» that piigcHi labour dwrald KihaoiBt JAiH 
strength, and subdue the spirit, of the crimirtalj » anA 
send lum to repose, worn down in body, andhopelesil 
in mind. The Committee cannot too stifon|;ly dedavQ 
their conviction, that hard labour is an object of tto 
very first importance in prison discipline; but, they 
cannot perceive why hard labour, may not also beuaor 
fill and profitable labour. They are satisfied that the 
labour undergone by the honest artisans and manu&o^ 
turers of this country, would prove to be very hard and 
iricsome labour to the greater part of those who ent^ a 
prison. They repeat that they are the decided an4 
unequivocal advocates for hard labour, such' as is. c^ 
culated to alarm the criminal^ and necessarily prodi|C0 
weariness and exhaustion; but in this, as in every pthet^ 
branch of effective prison-discipline, the reformation of 
the criminal must be kept in view. The Committee 
desire that he may never re-enter the prison-walte. 
It is important, therefore, not only that he should ac- 
quire habits of industry, but learn to apply thent to 
his own support. 

Th^ introduction of trades into prisons is not a subr 
ject of just complaint to the honest and industrious.—^ 
It is, surely, in every point of view, politic and wise, 
to convert the idle into labourers, and plunderers, into 
hbnest men. Society may be benefited by their ^nir 
ployment ; it must be injured by their idleiess. If the 
prisoner had not pursued a course of crime> he would 
have been occupied at a trade, or in labour. How is 
the case altered but for the better, when the same indi- 
vidual abandons, a system of plunder, by which all 
classes are directly or indirectly sufferers, and assumes, 
x>r returns to, honest employment? .The latal altema- 
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tUlB-^-the discharge of (the criminal withoajt the meaim 
Afrimkiisteiice— is bbvibns and inevitable. He must 
be'^diBpeiidttit oh parish ahns, or recur to depredaition 
ftirimpport : h0 must be either a burthen, or a .pedt» to 
the oonlttninity. 

Hie !a|>propriatioh of prisoners' earnings is a subject 
itUch^has occasioned much discussion among the 
fidtads tdprison improvement. — It is, in the judgment 
ef iiie Committee, highly desirable that, for the main- 
imaiioe of order, every prisoner should be industriously 
Ml^dpled. To the ontried, light employments are 
^dculiairly adapted: their labour is voluntary.; they 
itte undoubtedly entifled to a considerable portion of 
tbeir earnings, and the privilege, under proper restric- 
tions, of immediate expenditure. The situation of oon- 
-i4cted prisoner is, howeVer, widely different; and 
ag^ainst the principle of allowing to them, under any 
circumstances, a share of their earnings, the Committee 
eMertain strong objections. The practice is generally 
o^ntf^ded for on tw^o grounds — its moral influence in 
the encouragement of industry, and the seasonable aid 
ulliich ^served earnings afford, at the trying period of 
a ]^ibdner*s discharge. 

r' ^ere can be no doubt but that the prospect of pecu- 
filaiy reward; though distant, will stimulate a criminal 
Ml tnl^iiMlsed 'exertion, land may consequently assist in 
ttw formation of indnstrious habits; but it is necessary 
hi a prison, not only that these habits should be formed, 
but formed^ from proper motives, and on right principles. 
H« idea of pecuniary recompense, necessarily weakens 
the character, and abates the severity, of punishment. 
vTo pipovide the means of placing prisoners to bard la- 
4mbr, has been found both difficult and expensiv^> .an4 



ev^ry amraligemetit that has a tendency to diminiflli its 
effect, and coatiteract its salatary impressions, must be 
carefally guarded against. With the convicted (certain 
excepfioDs exisl^ hard labour ought to be compulsory : 
they are sentenced to a punishment, of which hard labour 
forms an essential character: they must be impera- 
tively required to do that which the law prescribes. All 
persuasives to obedience are founded on erroneous 
principles of prison legislation, and cannot fail to be 
injurious in their effect. It is as Unwarrantable to mi- 
tigate the force, and soften tiie rigour, of that imprison- 
moit which the laws inflict, as toincreatse its penalties, 
and aggravate its terrors. It never can be proper that 
tlm criminal should quit confinement with emolument 
derived from conduct, which the discipline of the prison 
sbould compel him to maintain. The right of punish- 
ment is Tieddered questionable, in the mind of the pri- 
soner, when he obtains pecuniary reward for his sub- 
Hdssion. He receives, and it is intended that he should 
receive, ev^itual benefit from his confinement, in the 
improvement of his moral character, and the formation 
df industrious habits^ -by which he may earn an honest 
livelihood on his liberation. These are great and im-t 
tK)rtant advantages ; and, in the opinion of the Com-^ 
mittee, they are all that a crimihal ought to derive from 
imprisonment. 

The very general practice of allowing to convicted 
prisoners a share of their earnings, during confinement, 
is liable to yet further objection. These earnings are 
generally expended in food ; and, thus, the efficacy of 
restricted diet — a punishment of the highest value*-H[s 
counteracted^ and frisquently wholly lost. The «xpen- 
lUtnte of eaniings . during imprisonment, ^ gives rise 
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to the introduction of improper articles, into the 
gaol, and is liighly detrimental to discipline and good 
order. 

Perfectly distinct, however, from this qaestion is 
that of affording assistance to prisoners, who on their 
liberation are destitute, and whose conduct, during 
confinement, has been satisfactory. The period of 
discharge is one of great difficulty to the criminal, 
when a small sum is much needed, and is often essen- 
tial to preserve him from want or crime. In cases, 
indeed, where earnings are not allowed, some pecuniary 
aid, as a substitute, on liberation, is often absolutely 
indispensable. It will be observed, on reference to the 
Appendix, that, at Durham, the magistrates provide the 
prisoner with a sum necessary to take him home. If 
his conduct has been good during his confinement, be 
is furnished with a certificate to this effect from the 
governor. If, at the expiration of six months, he can 
produce a satisfactory certificate from the^ minister 
and churchwardens of his parish, he receives, from a 
fund raised for this purpose by the members of tiie 
Chapter of this diocese, the sum of two guineas ; and 
a similar certificate, produced at the end of the follow- 
ing six months, insures him an additional reward. If 
earnings be not allowed to the convicted prisoner, theie 
is no reason why the relief afforded to him, when desti- 
tute on his discharge, should not proceed from tiie 
prison-funds. The saving that would arise by witili- 
holding the earnings, would in general materially con- 
tribute, if not prove fully adequate, to the amount ex- 
pended in such relief. 

In their last Report, the Committee took occasion to 
give an outline of the Prison Bill which has been 



kitrodaced into ParliameBt. In the present ueaaUm, 
the Gaol Committee of the House of Commons have 
been assiduously engaged in the further revision of this 
measure. The general spirit and tenor of this Bill, as 
prepared by the House of Commons, are excellent » It 
regards the prevention of crime as the great object of 
punishment, and the reformation of the offender as 
essential to that end. It recognis&es, as the basis of 
prison regulation, classification, inspection, hard la- 
bour, and religious and moral instruction. • It gives 
uniformity to existing statutes, supplying what is 
defective, and simplifying what is obscure. A law, 
however, enacting a^ code of salutary regulations for 
prison management, cannot be universally carried into 
execution in the present state of the gaols in this coun- 
try. The want of space, and the imperfect construc- 
tion of some county-prisons, and of most of the borough 
gaols, render increased classification, the introduction 
of labour, and other reformatory measures, perfectly 
impracticable; and .the requisite funds applicable to 
.the enlargement of these defective prisons are, with 
few exceptions^ limited and inadequate. It has, there- 
fore, been determined to legislate for those prisons 
only in which good management can really be enforced, 
and to render the present Bill operative in certain dis- 
tricts only. The list of places in England to which it is 
proposed that this Act shall extend, is given in the Ap- 
pendix. It is, however, absolutely necessary that mea- 
•sures should be taken for the abolition of those gaols 
which do not admit of compliance with the proposed 
.act. The Committee of the House of Commons^ in their 
Report, observe, that, ^' before any specific measure with 
•raspeol; to these can safely be i|df»pted,ttihherfnfonna- 
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Uon appears to be heoessaiy ;*^ and it Is trnsted, ttM 
Parliamentary inyestigation will not cease until every 
prison in the kingdom shall be subjected to' the benefi- 
cial provisions of the projected law. 

Although the Committee may not concur in the pro- 
priety of some few of its clauses^ yet, regarding the 
Bill generally^ they have no hesitation in stating that 
it is^ in their judgment, framed on sound principles of 
prison legislation ; and that, for a measure so beneficial, 
the public thanks are eminently due to those whose 
enlightened labours have been engaged in the prepara- 
tion of a Bill, the enactment of which vidll confer the 
highest honour on the Legislature. 

But much of the efficacy of prison laws will ever 
depend on the character of those whom the magistracy 
select for the government of gaols. The qualifications 
essential to the governor of a prison, bear no simili- 
tude to those ordinarily required of the officer of police. 
The latter may possess great personal resolution, and 
be well acquainted with the retreats of criminality; 
but he may still be deficient in regularity of conduct, 
and in those qualities of mind without which he cannot 
appreciate, or promote, moral reformation. He may 
be competent to detect crime, and accustomed to dis- 
t^harge his duty, with credit to himself and advantage 
to the public, and yet be disqualified, by education and 
habits, to undertake the yet more arduous office of 
ftoveming a prison. 

The Gonunittee are happy to observe that the situa- 
tion of keeper of a gaol is daily acquiring, in public 
estimation, increased importance and repectability. 
And why should it be othei^se ? His station in society 
is bodOrable; the nature of tus charge arduous and re- 
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sponsible. To him is delegated a peculiar trusty and 
the uprij^tit performance of his daties entitles him to 
the esteem and gratitude of the community. The secu- 
rity of his charge^ although the first, is not the only, ob^ 
ject of his care. He is a moral functionary, in whose 
exertions are involved the interests of society, and the 
welfare of the most wretched of mankind. In his general 
conduct — ^in the exercise of his power — the encourage- 
ment of the orderly — the control of the refractwy-— 
in these^ as well as in the discharge of other duties^ 
his arrangements should be methodical, his temper uni- 
form, and his justice apparent. From the duties of the 
chaplain, the office of the governor is perfectly distinct ; 
yet, if he be not required to administer the ordinances 
of religion, it is essential that he should appreciate 
their value, enforce their observance by his authority, 
and recommend them by his example. In the per- 
formance of his duties, constant are the occasions for 
the exertion of his vigilance ; numerous the claims for 
the exercise of his compassion. He must be prompt, 
yet circumspect; humane, yet firm; resolute, yet not 
severe. He is brought daily into contact with misery 
in its most humiliating, and vice in its most hideous, 
forms; and there is danger lest the wretchedness of 
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which he is the frequent witness, should relax his 
&Oi^Tgj, or impair his sensibility. He must bring to 
the performance of his duty, not only decision of cha- 
racter, and soundness of judgment, but a mind animated 
by the benevolence^ and a heart imbued with the 
spirit, of Christian principles. 

The importance of confining female prisoners in a 
part of the prison as distinct as possible from the mept 
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is obyious to all who are acquainted with ihe mischirfs 
that have resulted^ in many gaols^ from the neglect of 
snch separation. The Committee are happy to observe; 
that the excellent plan of placing female prisoners 
nnder the control of female officers, is gradually adopt- 
ing, and it is trusted that the practice will soon become 
general. 

At Newgate, the Ladies' Association, for the improve^ 
ment of the female prisoners, persevere in their ar- 
duous and important labour^. Constant work is pro- 
vided, and the prisoners are uniformly instructed in re- 
ligious and moral duty. The schools are in excellent 
order. A prison-dress has been recently allowed by the 
Magistrates, at the suggestion of the Committee. The 
Ladies have yet to regret that the crowded state of the 
wards renders it impossible to confer on the prisoners 
the benefits which result from proper classification and 
inspection ; yet, not withstanding, increasing order and 
decorum prevail in the general demeanour of the pri- 
soners; and there have been many encouraging instances 
of females, who, on their liberation, have fully proved 
that the kindness which they have experienced has not 
been lost, nor the instruction which has been imparted 
to them been forgotten. 

For the last twenty months, the Ladies have kept an 
account of the number of convicted women, who, ori 
being placed under their care, were found to have 
received some degree of education. From this usefal 
register it appears that of 119 prisoners — being the 
whole number who were able to read — ^not one had at-- 
tended a school on the British system, and one only had 
entered a National school: in the latter case, the in- 
dividual confessed that she had remained there but 
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two Treeks^ so that it may fairly be excluded from the 
accoont. It also appears ihat^ but three had been in 
the habit of attending at Sunday schools. These simple 
facts speak volumes^ and furnish incontestable proof 
of the. supreme importance of religious instruction. 
When it is considered that the schools in question 
have been in extensive operation in the metropolis 
for many years; and that by far the larger propor- 
tion of the female convicts who enter Newgate are 
under twenty-five year$ of age^ these circumstances 
are peculiarly deserving of notice^ and strikingly evince 
the great value of these excellent institutions. 

The Ladies' Committee also direct their attention to 
the females in Giltspur-street Prison, where a prospect 
of considerable improvement is presented, in conse- 
quence of material alterations which are now making 
in the buildings, for the better classification of the 
prisoners. 

The Ladies^ Association at the Borough Compter 
continue to extend their kind care over the wretched 
objects committed to this prison. The beneficial effects 
of hard labour have here been very conspicuous, 
operating as a terror to the many idle and criminal: 
offenders who have been hitherto the inmates of this 
school of iniquity. Machines for preparing flax have 
been recently introduced, and the number of female re- - 
committals has, in consequence, been strikingly di- 
minished. 

The cordial disposition of the Magistracy, through-^ 
out the country, to second the humane designs of 
the Ladies' Associations, has been highly praiseworthy : 
with their concurrence, visiting female -committees 
have been formed in the prisons at Bedford, Bristol, 
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CaiUMle, Chester, Cplchester^ Derby, Dwham, Duan 
firies, Exeter, Glasgow, Lancaster, LiyerpopI, Notr 
tingham, Plymouth, and York, and also at Dublin. 

In Ireland, the progress of improvements has been 
very satisfactory. The Irish government have evinced 
great anxiety on the subject, and the many excellent 
charges of the judges on the circuits have had great 
influence in impressing the magistracy, and grand jurieSj 
witii the importance of correcting the abuses of the 
county-gaols. The legislative acts passed in the last 
session, have given a powerful stimulus to amend- 
ments. New gaols are building or enlarging at Leitrim, 
Carlow, Cork, Limerick, Londonderry, Longford, Mo^ 
naghan, Tyrone, and Wicklow. In Down, Donegal, 
and Queen's County, Roscommon, Sljgo, Tyrone, and 
Wicklow, alterations have been projected. Labo^ 
has been introduced into the gaols at Antrim, Cork^ 
Down, Fermanagh, Leitrim, Londonderry, Meath, Sligo, 
Tyrone, Waterford, and Wicklow. Schools have been 
established in a considerable number of county-prisons« 
These schools have been productive of the most bench 
ficial effects. The inspector writes, that, at Naas ga^ 
^' Schools have been established for the last two yearo^ 
and that good order and decency have prevailed, to* a 
degree that was formerly unknown." — ** The keeper 94^1 
knowledges the great change that has taken place^ 
which he says has relieved him of much of the anxiety 
and difficulty of his situation. He states, that, during 
a severe and critical illness, in which his life was 
despaired ol^ not a loud word was heard throughout 
the prison^ nor any noise that could impede his rer 
covery." 
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By one of the acts lately passed^ gaol fees have been 
abolished in Ireland ; —a grievance long and severely 
felt. In another act, the due performance of the excel* 
lent rules required by the 50th George III. for tlt^ 
government of gaols^ is enforced and authority giveu: 
to three or more grand jurjonen, or a committee ap- 
pointed by a grand jury, to inquire into the performance 
of these rules, and of such others as shall be lawfully 
made ; and also to examine into the situation and con-^ 
duct of prisoners, and of all persons intrusted with 
their custody. 

In the diflfhsion of information, the establishmeM of 
schools, and in visiting the gaols of Dublin, the Com- 
mittee of the Dublin Prison Society have been unwear 
ried in their exertions. In the Richmond Bridewell, 
tile prisoners are kept in constant employment, and 
their labour, especially that of the males, has been 
IWt)ductive. The good order and dfecency which at* 
present prevsnl throughout, exhibit a striking con- 
trast to its former condition. To fliis prison the 
exertipns of the Ladies' Committee have' been prin- 
cipally directed, and it is gratifying to witness the 
^<^d effect of their arrangements in the reformed 
conduct of the prisoners, many of whomy 06 their 
dischai^e, have been received into respectable* 
families, and have conducted thiemselves with grea^ 
propriety. In the course of eighteen months, during 
which the Ladies have visited the prison, not one 
female has been re-committed. To afford relief to 
destitute prisoners, who on their liberation have 
evinced feelings of penitence, a House of Refuge iias 
been established in Dublin, under regulations admira- 
bly adapted to promote reformation. 
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Tbd Committee bare cpntinue<) to extend relief to 
distressed boys^ and others^ whp.were destitute on their 
discharge from the prison^ of the metiropolis^ and were 
desirous of abandoning their vicious habits. During the 
past year^ a considerable number have been received 
into the Tempo|!:ary Refuge^ who, on their liberation, 
were without money^ character, or friends, and who pos- 
sessed no means of procuring employment. Without the 
assistance thus afforded by the Society, it is scarcely 
possible but that these guilty, yet unfortunate, objects, 
must have again resorted to crime for support. As the 
C|jy>erieBce of the Committer becoipes enlarged, flie 
stronger is their conviction of the beneficial effects o£. 
this useful asylum, where the friendless outcast is. 
admitted, without interest or recommendation, with 
no other qualification than that whiqh his own sorrows* 
present, and his feelings of penitence supply. He is 
flaced at ap useful cmplojrment, and occasionally 
tftUg^t a trade. He is trained up in hAits of cleaii- 
liness, regularity, ^d order^ subjected to vigilant ia» 
spoctioiii instructed in moral and religious duties>^ 
and permitted to remain, until industry, educa^on, and 
the force of good impressions, shall in some degree 
have subdued tl^e strength of criminal desire. Wl^ 
h|s conduct chords good ground to hope that he 
loay with safety return into the world, endeavours, are 
made, to procure for him a sitiiation, removed as far aft 
possible from temptation, and such as may afford d^' 
reasonable proqpect of his becoming an honest and 
us^fiil member of society. 

The Committee re^, with great satisfaction, to .the 
success which has attended their exertions in this: 
establishment, and ha.ve only to add, that the nmnber 



of objedts telieved hare necesdarily been Ifmiftidby 
the IbV?' state of the Society's fhiids. 

The cases of several objects, selected frbm^ the itiany 
that have been ^ssijgted by the Society/ witt be' fbwfd itr 
the Appendix. The following partictilars will conyfiif' 
a general idea of the history of the lads, and the nature 
of the relief which has been extetided to th^mf^ — 

J.H. aged twenty 5 this young man was in the navy for two 
years as servant to a warrant-officer. He obtdneid his discbajrge» 
and was employed in different situations, and latterly in public- 
houses. Having embezzled some property belonging to the 
master whom he last served^ he was apprehended, but dischaiged 
upon trial, iti cohsequehce of a flaw in the indictment, tie BOr 
licited admission into the Temporary Refuge, and after having 
conducted himself very well there for some time, was placed on 
board a ship bound to India, and is now on his voyage. 

W. B. si^ed fourteen 3 this lad' was corrupted by soni'e bad boys 
in the heighbourhood where his parents resided.' They persUaded 
him to abscond from his hom<^) and by theiii he vrdA initiated 
into the ways of vice. After having been a '^ort time in prison, 
he was received into this e^tablishmdlt. He expressed ia' wish to 
go to sea, aild was setit' oti a Voyage liir th^' m^rchiElnt service. 
H« condubt^ himself weQ, and to his mast^Ps satisfiEu^tionl' 

J. O; aged twelve; this child absconds fr6m hik ftitH(er*8 
house, and associated with b^ boys for two monttli^. l¥e was 
then taken up foi' theft, and after tris^ was received into the 
Temporary Refuge, where hie remained eight months : he was 
then delivered to his father. He now cbnducts himself extremely 
well, and works at his father*s trade. TWe!^6' months have 
elapsed since his discharge. 

H.P. aged thirteen; the father of this bby hast been sepdratid 
for many years fi?om the nlbther, and lioW liv^fe with another 
woman. She de«?ittr^ that she wotdd not contihue with hitii; 
if hfti chOd remdned ntnfer the said* roof; In oMMIetiaeAd^' i^ 

€ 3 
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thiB, the unnatuFftl fs^er turned him out of doors. He main- 
tained himself for about six weeks by beggbg and holding 
horses in the street; at lengthy in a state of starvation^ he stole 
a loaf of bread out of a baker's shop, was apprehended, and 
sent to prison for one month. From the Temporary Refuge, he 
was, after some time, sent on a voyage in a merchant vessel, 
and has behaved so well that the captain has desired that he 
may be apprenticed to him. 

B. B. aged fourteen. This lad had* been employed in two 
or three different manufactories in the neighbourhood where 
his mother resided, his father being dead. In going to and 
from his mother*s house to the place of his employment, he 
became connected with some bad boys, and was apprehended 
for stealing a pint pot from a publican's door. He remained in 
the Temporary Refuge four months. From thence he was ap- 
prenticed to a baker by his mother; he has been in this situation 
seven months, and his master gives him an excellent character. 

J. S. aged sixteen, is a natural child ; he never knew his 
father, and his mother has been dead some years. He was in 
three several employments -, the first with a stationer, where he 
learned part of the business, and in the two others as an errand 
boy. Unfortunately for him, two of his employers became 
bankrupts, and upon the &ilure of the last, this lad was thrown 
upon the town completely destitute. He then fell into evil 
courses, and was imprisoned twice; once for passing forged 
notes, and the second for picking a gentleman's pocket. Upon 
his discharge from Newgate, he solicited admission into the 
Tempomry Refiige, and after remaining there four months, was 
received into the permanent Establishment. He is now engaged 
in the bookbinding department, where he takes a leading part, 
and bids hxt to be a useful member of society. 

R. L. aged twelve years. Both the parents of this boy are 
dead. He was for some time in the workhouse of his parish, 
from whence he was placed out as an errand boy. In this 
situation he robbed his master of a ^one-pound note, and was 
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aent to prison ibr two days by the magistrates. He was recom- 
mended to the Temporary Refoge, and pity being taken vufkta 
his destitute situation, he was immediately received. He is now 
in the permanent Establishment, and has made good progress in 
his trade, and conducts himself perfectly well. 

T. F. aged twelve years. Tliis child robbed his father, who 
is a poor man, of some money which he had saved to pay his 
rent. Having absconded from his home, he was picked up in 
the streets by a boy, who took him to his lodgings, where he 
remained until he liad spent the greater part of the money, and 
been robbed of the remainder. He then returned to his fiither's 
house, who sent for an officer, when he was taken to the New 
Prison, Clerkenwell. Being recommended by the magistrates, 
he was received into the Temporary Refuge, where he remained 
nine months. He is now in the permanent Establishment, where 
he behaves very well, and is learning the trade of a tailor. 

C. £. aged sixteen years. This lad, whose father is an honest 
and industrious man, was employed for some time as an errand 
boy, but having become acquainted with some bad boys, he was 
induced by them to become a partner in their depredations. 
Happily for him he was soon stopped in his career ; for, being 
apprehended for a theft, he was, afier a short confinement, re- 
ceived into this asylum. Here he remained six months, and is 
now in the permanent Establishment. He is learning the trade 
of a shoemaker, in which be makes considerable progress, and 
conducts himself with great propriety. 

The Committee now beg leave to invite the attention 
of the Public to the progress of their views in foreign 
countries. 

At their last anniversary, ihey had the pleasure to 
announce some highly interesting particulars relative 
to the proceedings of the Prison Society of Russia, 
formed under the immediate patronage of the Emperor 
Alexander. This noble institution is pursuing its im- 
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gAf$9At.^^pt8 wiith grf?^^ j^a] andtuitoiMlA^ JtOiCcess. 
HfW JoHV Venning, of J^jlr. Petersburg^ (a member of 
Hm Cottimittee) whose name is endeared to the friends of 
prison improvement, has, since the lamented decease of 
his brother, Mr. W A LTER Vbn N 1 NG, very warmly entered 
4tit6 his enlightened views, and pnrsued with unwearied 
Hrdonr his benevolent plans. During the last year, 
Mir. Venning has maintained a very gratifying corres- 
pondence with the Committee, and by extraordinary 
personal exertions has given to the improvement of 
prison discipline on the contij|;iient an impetus, which 
^e ii^pst sai)^ine expectations of the Committee could 

fcwuJlly have ^nticjp?^i;e4. 

. Sincj^ tjl^e formei^ notice of tbe ]^ssian Society, many 
benefic^jal improve^l^nt$ J^^ve \^een effected in the pri- 
m>ns of St. P^rsburg : regular employ^ients are carried 
On by the prisoners, and s^ dep6t is established for the 
sale of goods made by them, the produce of which has 
amounted to a considerable sum. Various articles 
are made for the seryice of flie army, and some of 
the public departments : beautiful specimens of work 
manufactured in the town prison, have recently arrived 
in this country as a present from the Russian Committee 
to His Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester, 
the patron of this Society. Hard labour is enforced 
00 qimnaH pij^qp^rs, ^^d a salutary provision has 
been m^^ fot debtors, who leerie before in a very des- 
titute condition. 

Tlf p Ladies' Committee, under the personal influence 
43^ t^€) Princess llESTCfi^BS^Y, is indefi^tigable in this 
Christian wo|rk. This dis^tinguished female daily visits 
Hj^ pri3.9n§, and r^M3 a portion of the Scriptures to 
tbp cq^vifts. Frpm ^ i^^ort of tb^ stfite of t(ie town 
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prison in September l«st, it iippears that, of npwaidi 
of two hundred prisoners, there was not one sick pBt^ 
son in the hospital, although before the present regnlar 
tions were in force, nine or ten persons were nsoldfy 
sicl& in each ward. 

Auxiliary pirilson societies have be^i formed at Arok- 
angel and Orel, with a Ladies' Committee attached to 
each^ for the purpose of visiting and relieving the pri- 
soners ; and encouraging prospects are held out that 
similar associations will speedily be organized in all 
the principal towns. . 

From the capital of Russia, these benevolent exer- 
tions have extended to the remote districts of that vast 
empire, even to Siberia. For somb time past, this part 
of the Russian dominions has been under the governor- 
ship of His Excellency M. Spirbnski, a distin- 
guished nobleman. During his residence there, his 
health became in a declining state, ^d Dr. BtXBD- 
zoFF, an eminent physician, was sent to him from 
Petersburg, by direction of his Imperial Master. 
Happily, this gentleman felt warmly interested in ike 
labours of the Pris^ti Society, and on his arrival 
in Siberia, he directed bis attention to the state of die 
gaolsi which presented a scene of extreme wretched- 
ness. The information thus obtained was communi- 
cated to the governor, whose feelings became soon 
interested in the improvement of the prisoners ; and, 
dispensing with those attentions which his own healtH 
required, he ordered his physician to visit and dedi- 
cate his skill to the personal relief of the distressed 
criminals. Dr. BurdzoFP has since been engaged in 
dcawing up an official Report on, the state of the pri- 
sons, to be laid before his Imperial Majesty, in whicb 
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]b^ sugge^t^ Tariouf improvements of the highest im- 
portance. 

At Biga> a new town prison has been recently ereoled 
under the auspices o£ the Marquis Pauluccj, which 
is described by Mr. Venning as an honour to the in- 
I^bitants of Riga, and to the Russian empire. 

New prisons, on the penitentiary system^ are to be 
erected in Russia, after the most approved models ; and, 
to facilitate this object, Mr. Vbnning has been fur- 
nished by this Committee with designs, embracing the 
Society's views of improved prison construction, which 
will be laid before his Imperial Majesty. One very 
material consequence, leading to an essential change in 
the law, may result from the erection of these prisons : 
imprisonment, with hard labour^ may eventually super- 
sede banishment to Siberia, for minor offences ; and 
thus the severity of the peQal code of Russia will 
undergo an important amelioration. 

In Prussia, it is highly gratifying to state that the 
most encouraging prospects are now presented for the 
extensi^pn of the Society's views. Sir George Rose, 
ttie J^ritish minister at Berlin, whose benevolence of 
character is too well known to need any eulogium, 
1ms corresponded with the Committee, and expressed 
his earnest desire to promote their plans. This 
opening has been chiefly effected by the personal 
seal of Mr. Venning, who^ on passing through Ber- 
lin, visited Sir Georgb Rose, and through his 
kindness obtained interviews with the Prince Royal, 
many of the Prussian nobles, and the ministers of 
state. Mr. Venning presented these noblemen with 
the publications of this Society, and they evinced 
1^ lively interest in promoting its daaigos. To carry 



»3 

this into effect^ it wad proposed Uf fonn an institu- 
tion of a similar nature to the prison societies in 
England^ France^ and Russia; and Mr. Vbnning was 
solicited to draw up a code of rules for its organiza- 
tion, to be laid before the King for his approval. Prince 
Wittgenstein has promised to take the presidency, 
and several exalted personages have been named as its 
supporters.^ 

Mr. Venning visited the prisons at Berlin and Span- 
dau, and drew up reports on their internal regulations, 
which were submitted to the minister of the interior. 

In their last Report, the Committee had the pleasure 
to announce the formation of the Royal Society for the 
amelioration of the Prisons in France. 

The Paris Society have collected and published a 
large body of useful information, on ithe state of the 
gaols throughout France, and some valuable reports 
have been drawn up by the council, for their regulation 
and improvement. The King contributes 50,000 francs 
annually, towards the promotion of the Society's views, 
and his munificence is liberally supported by other 
branches of the Royal family. 

Mr. Venning, on his return to St. Petersburg, 
lately visited the prisons of Paris, in company with 
several members of the Royal Society, and had inter- 
views with the president and members of the general 
council. The effects of improved discipline were very 
strikingly exhibited in the Prison Montaign^ for soldiers 
committed for insubordination and other crimes. This 
prison has for the last three years been under the occa- 
sional inspection of Marshal Suchbt, who stated that 
when he first entered upon his duty as visitor, the pri- 
soners were in a dreadful state of vice and disorder; 



54 

ft&d tlia^ for Mme time after the commencement of 
his visits^ he was obliged to be attended by guards, 
for protection. The present state of the gaol ex- 
hibits a very pleasing contrast; — all is restored to 
order and decorum. Mr. Venning found one hundred 
.and twenty prisoners learning to read and write, and 
submissively attending to the instructions of a young 
teacher. They were closely employed, fihd several 
had been so completely reformed in their habits, that, 
on being discharged, they were, by the Marshal's re- 
commeadation, restored to their regiments, and have 
since obtained promotion. 

The Committee, since the publication of their last 
Report, have continued to be favoured with communi- 
cations from Dr. Hoist, of Christiana, and refer, with 
pleasure, for extracts from his correspondence, to the 
Appendix. Thi^ respectable and intelligent physiciaa 
is now engaged in preparing for the press a work, con- 
taining an account of the best»regulated prisons in 

England, with suggestions calculated to facilitate the 

* 

introduction of similar improvements in Norway. Th(t 
necessity of ameliorating the state of the prisons in 
that country, appears to be strongly felt. The principal 
prison at Christiana has been officially inspected, and 
its construction being judged incapable of any material 
amendment, it was determined to submit to the Govern- 
ment the necessity of erecting another prison ; — a mea- 
sure which there is reason to hope will be carried into 
effect. 

The patriotic zeal evinced by many distinguished 
individuals in the Cantons of Switzerland, to improve 
the condition of the prisoners, has been highly praise^ 
worthy. The Council of state at Geneva have passed a 
law for the establishment of a new PenitMtiary Prison, 
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(be plans of which have been forwarded to the Com- 
mittee. They embrace the requisites of a very good 
'prison, in which labour is to be introduced, and 
like prisoners properly classed and inspected. A mai- 
son de force is now building at Lausanne, for which 
the Society has furnished a design. At Berne, also, 
idmilar plans are to be adopted for a new gaol in 
that city. 

Satisfiaictory as has been the progress of improve- 
ments in the prisons of those countries to which the 
Committee have already referred, it is with no ordi- 
nary pleasure they announce that the kingdoms of 
Spain and Portugal may now be ranked among the 
foren^ost of those European states, whose earnest desire 
to ameliorate the state of prisons, promises so much 
fo the interests of humanity. For a mass of information 
the most deeply interesting, the Committee are under 
peculiar obligations to a valuable friend, who, on a 
late visit to the Peninsula, inspected a considerable 
number of prisons, and warmly interested himself in 
their amendment. An affecting description of several 
of these gaols, from the animated pen of this gentle- 
man, will be found in the Appendix : its perusal will 
amply reward the attention of the reader. 

It appears that, immediately after the re-establish- 
ment of the constitutional government in Spain, the 
(fortes, then elected, occupied themselves in applying 
remedies to some of the most obvious evils of the pri- 
son system. They decreed that no prisoner should be. 
confined in any unwholesome or subterranean apart- 
ment, or in any place not visited by the natural light of 
day. They also ordered that no chains or fetters 
should on any occasion be employed. Those dismal 
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cells which were long; the scenes of grief and suffering, 
have in consequence been destroyed. In some of them 
torture was secretly applied, and chains were used of 
intolerable weight. The dungeons were dark, dreary, 
and unventilated. At Madrid, cells were in use from 
which prisoners have come forth in utter and incurable 
blindness. There were others, in which the body could 
rest in no natural position, neither sitting, standing, 
kneeling, nor lying down ! 

The prisons in the principal cities and towns are 
now under the direction of the Ayuntamientos, or cor- 
porate bodies, annually chosen, of whom the Alcade, 
or mayor, is the president. They appoint from among 
themselves a prison committee, who attend weekly at 
the gaol, and at Madrid often more frequently. The 
whole of the members visit the prison four times in the 
year, at stated periods, and their attention to their 
charge has greatly tended to stop the arbitrary and 
unfeeling system of management which has hitherto 
prevailed, and which had been sanctioned by the habits 
of centuries. Hitherto, by an ancient and most inju- 
rious custom, the prisons of Spain have been pecuniary 
possessions, let out to the highest bidder, who, by the 
cruelty and exactions imposed upon his prisoners, 
secured his own interest, and gratified his cupidity, by 
aggravating the sufferings of those committed to his 
care. Fees were demanded on admission ; fees for 
exemption from irons ; fees for better or worse apart- 
ments, and fees on discharge from prison. These 
exactions rendered the criminal the continued victim 
of vexatious robbery, and gross injustice. 

One of the first steps of the Cortes, was to appoint 
from their own body a prison committee^ whose atten- 
tion is specifically directed to the state and improve- 
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meut of the prisons. The committee of the Cortes, in 
their report^ propose that in all the cities and principal 
towns in the kingdom, prisons shall be built in the most 
Improved situations, and on the best principles of con- 
struction ; that the government of a gaol shall be deemed 
an honorable appointment, and be given to a military 
officer of established character, who shall be personally 
responsible for the security and discipline of the pri- 
soners, and for carrying into effect the prison regula- 
tions : that the magistrates shall elect all other officers 
of the prison, and frame the regulations, which must 
be submitted to the approval of the government. They 
further propose that all prison-fees shall be abolished; 
that there shall be a system of classification according 
to age, character, and crime ; and that labour shall be 
introduced, the severity of which shall be proportioned 
to the offence of the prisoner, and his conduct during 
confinement. Tiie committee of the Cortes, in their 
report, remark that the loss of liberty, and the punish- 
ment sentenced by law, are all that society has a right 
to ijQflict upon the convicted criminal ; that it has no 
authority to add to his miseries, by confirming the 
hardened in their guilt, eradicating every remaining 
feeling of virtue, or by corruptly associating the young 
and timid with the daring and irreclaimable offender. 
They conclude their report by declaring, that the time 
hfus at length arrived for the termination of the miseries 
which they feelingly describe ; and they strongly urge 
on the government, the necessity of immediately adopt- 
ing remedial measures. 

The Cortes of Portugal have evinced a like earnest- 
ness for tiie amendment of the prisons in that kingdom. 
A ,ooiiiBttlte6 of six individuals has been appointed. 



widi diiQctions to occupy themselves in tiie llbiil^diiM' 
impityrement of tke gaols. They have alreadybegtii&^tbtik' 
goodiworkiD amaDoer which ptoniises the happiest fe- 
salts. The principid prison: at Lisbon is deseribed at a 
miserable place of confinement. It is a represtentation, 
on an enlarged scale, of all the filth and wretchedness 
so conspicuous in the Spanish gaols. The prisidners 
can comnninicate through the bars with persons in the 
street. A great proportion of the climes committed in 
Lisbon^ are planned by the prisoners and their asse>^ 
ciates at large, between whom a constant and un-^ 
checked communication is kept np^ By means of tbfr^ 
bars — food^ clothes, liquors, tools> weapons, &c. are iir 
troduced into the prison. The number of prisoners at 
one time has been as great as seven hundred; tile ustial' 
number is four hundred : the state of the apartm^ts^iti' 
described to be most dreadful. 

If the description of such scenes of misery be calcu- 
lated to inspire feelings of horror aaid commiseration, 
it must be in the highest degree gratifying to observe the 
ardent interest and efficient exertions which the publica- 
tion of these statements has excited (faroughout Spaifr 
and Portugal ; and it will afford to the Committee great 
pleasure to contribute to the removal of these evils, by' 
rendering their best assistance to the benevolent cb^ 
racters in those countries, wbo have> so much to their 
own honour^ and to the benefit of humanity, taken the 
lead in the improvement of prison > discipline. 



But the Committee must conclude. In the prosecu* 
tion of their objects, tiiey have necessarily to incur- 
cdBiidevaMe expense. The engraving; of didii^t^ the 



pdnfing and cironlliting of publications^ the prepara^ 
tion of models of prisons^ (a most serviceable mode 
of conmiunicating their views of prison construction to 
foreign governments), and especially the relief of dis- 
charged prisoners, and the support of the Temporary- 
Befuge — form the principal items of their expenditure; 
and they regret to state that their funds are at present 
quite exhausted. They are persuaded, however, that 
the kind interest and benevolent zeaL which have on 
former occasions indiiced their firiends to extend their 
aid, will supply all deficiencies, and to that liberality 
they are now reluctantly compelled again to appeal. 

In Great Britajj&y the pn^gress of the* cauiMh 
which it is the aim of this IikSitltution to {Hromote, 
has, of late, been strikingly vi^Uile. A few years, 
only, have elapsed since the state of prisoni disci- 
pline attracted but little attention; when the situa* 
tion of the criminal was regarded with indiflference, 
and his moral welfare, injured, by neglect. A 
strong feeling on these subjects now prevails. The 
wisdqm of adopting soiind, principles ofr pvison- 
gii^eiBninent is becoming acknowledged^ On the active 
vigiUance and humane interest of an enlightened mar 
gj^tracy, there is reason to confide : plans of approved 
gl9;((^ construction are studied and made known; salu-^ 
t^ry codes of prison-regulation ai^e- increasingly en- 
for^d; and the last year, has witnessed the prepar 
ratiQn of dk parliamentary measure^ the enactment of 
of which will prove an era in the penal legislation of 
the country. Much has unquestionably been done, but 
there remains yet mucli: to effect. The evils which 
the neglect of centuries has permitted to exist>time., 
oi^ wiH:<iffectual}y remove. If we r!9 vert to. the liistQrgr 
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of some of our most valued establishments, which have 
passed through the ordeal of public inquiry, it will be 
found that they owe their strength and renovation to no 
sudden impulse, or violent change. It has been to the 
gradual accumulation, and careful examination, of 
facts, — to the conflicts of repeated discussion — to the 
triumphs of mind over mind — that they are indebted to 
the attainment of general confidence, solid usefulness, 
and permanent renown. Improved systems of prison 
discipline, and the principles on which they are found- 
ed, have encountered opposition, nor is the contest 
with prejudice yet closed. For a time, indiflFerence may 
retard, and hostility impede, their progress; but of the 
result the Committee entertain no apprehension, and in 
the prosecution of their humble labours they will zea* 
lonsly persevere. On questions of great moral interest, 
the march of public opinion, if not always rapid, is 
steady in its movements ; and whatever is opposed, must 
eventually yield, to the influence of increasing infor- 
mation, the convictions of reason, and the omnipotence 
of truth. 

If the review be extended to foreign countries, the 
prospect is bright and animating. We live in times 
in which extraordinary efforts are in action for the 
moral welfare of mankind ; when the state of Europe 
opens channels of extensive usefulness, and presents 
occasions for immediate exertion, which could scarcely 
have been anticipated, and which it would be criminal 
to neglect. There seems, too, at the present time, to 
prevail, among the benevolent of different nations, an 
unity of thought and design, which cannot fail to strike 
a considerate beholder: and he must be dead to sensi* 
bility who can contemplate, without emotion, the inter* 
odnne which now subsists between men of various coqn- 
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tries who are labouring for the public good, and whom 
nelional differences have too long kept asunder. En- 
lightened principles and practical benevolence are taking 
deep root. Associations^ originating in public feeling, 
and sanctioned by public authority, are forming in coun- 
ties where co-operation in deeds of mercy has hitherto 
been but little known. The moral effects of these in-, 
stitutions will be va^t, and indeed incalculable, not 
only by the accomplishment of that which it is their 
jprofessed object to promote; but such associations 
call into action the latent seeds, of public virtue, — 
bring together the pious and the good of every religious 
sentiment and political opinion, and eradicate those 
prejudices which too often alienate affection, and sepa- 
rate man from man. In the exercise of their duties, 
prison societies bring into benevolent contact the edu*^ 
cated and the enlightened, with the ignorant and the 
debased ; the great and the powerful, with the lowly 
aaA.the oppressed ; the pure and the elevated, with the 
abject and the guilty. They supply an important 
chaism in the widdiy-exteaded circle of human chari- 
ties ; connecting those who most need, with those who 
most effectually can dispense, ttiercy. — ^To behold nation 
after nation thus catching the spirit, and engaged in the 
arduous struggle, pf self-improvement ; to trace the 
progress of civilization and refinement, by the establish- 
ment of institutions which have for their direct object 
the reformation of the vicious and the succour of the 
oppressed; fb observe the rigour of antiquated cus- 
toms, and the relics of barbarism, yielding before the 
advancement of knowledge, and the humanizing in- 
fluence of Christian principles — this is a moral spec- 
tacle which it is indeed a privilege to witness, and in 
which it is a glory to share. 

/ 
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To diffuse principles, and cherish feelings, which 
•ane directly calculated to insure respect and obedience 
to the laws — ameliorate the state of society — and pro- 
mote the present and eternal well-being of man — is the 
aim of the Society for the Improvement of Prison 
Discipline; andsurely an object of greater importance 
cannot engage the attention or impress the heart. 
Of the various obligations due to the community, the 
j^evention of crime may be ranked among the most 
sacred : — ^Whether regarded as a duty enjoined by 
religion, urged by enlighteiied policy, or impelled by 
benevolent feeling, it is one which involves the great 
interests of human nature, and demands exertions from 
which, no man is entitled to consider himself exempt. 
. The Conimittee are assured that they are acting in 
4Ertrict conformity with the spirit of the Society, by 
extending to the utmost its benevolent designs. They 
will not neglect to contribute to the improvement of 
the prisons of Great Britain — but they will not confine 
their inquiries to their own country^ nor limit their ex- 
ertions to her shores; convinced that it is their duty 
to encourage the formation of kindred associattons, 
and to strengthen the feelings of justice and humanity 
throughout every nation, which the hand of Providence 
may enable them to reach. 
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County Gaol and House of Correction, Bedford. 

The various improvements^ reported to be in progress last 
year, in the New House of Correction at Bedford, are generally 
completed. In the new chapel, the prisoners are divided into 
four classes : the females sit in a pew, from whence they cannot 
$ee the male prisoners, nor can the men see the females, though 
all are under the eye of the chaplain and the governor. The 
male and female infirmaries, with their distinct airing yards, 
ha^e also been finished. 

The discipline mill has been in constant use since January 
last, and it weU answers its purpose. The prisoners work on 
three separate tread-wheels, so that no intercourse can take 
place between the diflFerent classes during their labour. The 
work is in nowise injurious to health. The mill contains two 
pair of mill-stones, a dressing machine, a malt bruiser, hoisting 
tackle, &c. which, with the building, wheel-shed, miller's room, 
granary^ &c. cost £650, The wheels will altogether contain 
24 prisoners, in three classes, of eight each ; but, by relays, S6 
priaonersi.inay be kept fully employed. The governor, or whoever 
is in his room, has a complete inspection of the prisoners at work 
on ttiq.wheeU, as well as into each ward. The produce of the 
miU is partly consumed in the prison, and grists of wheat, &c, 
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are ground at a moderate price for the public. The profit has 
not been accurately ascertained^ the mill having only been six 
months at work. The prisoners have half of the weekly profit, 
at the rate of 1 Jd. per bushel. The mill has not been employed 
sufficiently long to estimate its effects in deterring those who 
have worked on it from the ftirther commission of crime. 

A great majority of the commitments to this prison are for 
offences against the game-laws. The labours of the chaplain 
appear to be truly exemplary j in addition to the Sunday duty, 
he has established the reading of daily prayers in the chapel ; he 
also attends to the distribution of the Scriptures, religious tracts, 
and instructive books. Where these important objects are placed 
in the hands, and under the watchful care of^ a zealous minister, 
the benefit to the prisoners cannot feil to be very greatly 
enhanced. 

The County Gaol and Old House of Correction remain in the 
same satisfactory state as during the preceding year. The Town 
Gaol is also cleanly and commodious. 

It is not considered that the state of crime, in this district, has 
materially altered during the last year. The number of comjnit- 
ments, from the opening of the County Prison, 12 th April, 1820, 
to Jan. 24, 1822, (the period when the mill commenced) was 
340; of these persons, one had been committed three times for 
disorderly conduct in a parish workhouse; fourteen have been 
committed twice, for non-payment of penalties, bastardy, and 
for offences against the game laws ; but none a second time for 
higher offences. Many now pay arrears, or penalties, rather 
than remain in prison, to work at the mill. 
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Abingdon County Honse of Correction. 

The prisoners of this Bridewell, which is calculated to 
receive 40 persons, are divided into five classes, three male and 
two female. The prisoners are employed in the manufacture 
of sacking, in all its branches ; tarpaulins and cloths for 
ricks, and for boats navigating the Thames; matting is also 
made, consisting of hemp and the common bulrush. The 
produce is disposed of to chance purchasers, and a ready sale is 
invariably found. The earnings are divided thus-^half to the 
prisoners before trial, the other half between the gaoler and the 
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county. After trials a fifth to the prisoner^ and the fanainder to 
the gaoler and the county. The gross amount of earnings^ 
within the last year, is ^100. Is, lOjrf. 

The number of prisoners committed in 1819, was 140 — in 
1820, 120— in 1821, 104. The average of reconmiitted pri- 
soners is about three per cent., and those mostly vagrants ^ and 
of that particular description who leave their families chargeable 
to the parish. 

Irons are used for refractory prisoners only. 

The female prisoners are under the management of the gaoler, 
but his wife attends, if necessary. No female officer is appro- 
priated ; and there is only one inferior officer. 

A chaplain attends every Sunday. He reads prayers, and 
preaches a sermon in the morning. Prayers are again read 
in the evening, when a lecture is delivered. He also gives 
instruction to the prisoners, in conjunction with the gaoler. 
The prisoners are taught to spell, read, and learn the Church 
catechism. The chaplain also reads prayers every Thursday, 
and is always ready to attend on any extra occasion, if required. 
A great many prisoners who, wheii first committed, were 
ignorant of the alphabet, have, at the time of their discharge, 
been able to read; and of many of these the gaoler states, that 
he has received good characters, especially of the yoimger ones, 
since they have left the prison. It is well known that one man 
in particiilar, who had been in prison for twelve months, and 
who was remarkably idle and refractory, has, in consequence of 
his treatment in prison, turned out a very good character. 
He is sober and industrious, brings up a large family with care, 
and regularly attends church. 
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Aylesbury County Gaol. 

This prison is of very ancient erection, and consequently 
presents many disadvantages and impediments to the establish- 
ment of a good system of discipline and superintendence. The 
ground which it occupies is also of a very inconvenient form, its 
breadth being about 20 or 30 yards, and its depth from the fit)nt 
entrance upwards of 200 yards. The governor's residence being 
near the front lodge, he is placed at a considerable distance from 
a great part of the interior, and is deprived of the means of in- 
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suecting his prisoners^. and of viewing the general movements of 
his establisluQeiEit, except by personsil visits into the wsurds 
and yards, the eflFect of which it is well known is often but 
momentary, and when solely depended upon, leads to incon- 
venient and sometimes dangerous deception, as to the real state 
and conduct of a set of prisoners. 

It appears that, in consequence chiefly of the inconvenient 
plan and arrangement of this prison, an escape was recently 
effected by four capital felons, who were at die time double- 
ironed. Being secured in their night cells, they contrived to force 
tlie lock, and make their way through the deling of a large 
room into the sessions -house, from which they effected their 
escape, with their irons on, into the street, early in the morning : 
they were, however, overtaken about a . mile from this town, 
and brought back. 

The classification consists of eight divisions :— ^ 

In the Gaol, Ist. Male prisoners for felony and misdemeanours 
before trial. 2d. Male debtors. 3d. J^emale debtors. 

In the House of Correction— 4th. Male felons convicted. 
^5th. Bitto, misdemeanants. 6th. Fines, and want of surety 
cases. .7th. Juvenile offenders. 8th. Female prisoners tided 
and untried, of whom the average, number seldom exceeds 11 : 
for these there is at present no matron. 

The allowance of food is 1} lb. of bread per day, and I J pint 
of soup made' of meat and vegetables, three times a week. 
There is no allowance of earnings to prisoners convicted and 
sentenced to hard labour. The prisoner, however, is not dis- 
charged destitute, but is allowed a certain sum to pay his 
expenses home : but there are no pecuniary proceeds which he. 
can regard as an emolument derived from his residence In the 
prison. To the prisoners before trial, and not sentenced to 
laboui^ a share of the earnings is allowed, at the rate of a penny 
-per day, which is oiily given them on their discharge. If this 
description of prisoners refuse to work, they are deprived of any 
privileges with which they would otherwise be indulged. 

The mill is the only source of employment in the prison ; it 
is 21 feet in diameter. The prisoners not compellable to work 
are placed in the inside, and the convicted on the outside of the 
wheel, which latter position imposes by fer the most severe 
labour, as the steps are nearly 2 J feet apart. The number of 
prisoners which the mill employs at one time is 24 5 twelve within, 
the rest on the outside; the power is applied to grinding com 
for the use of the prison, and pumping water for the supply of 
. the town, and is let out by tender at the quarter sessions, for 
jC20. per annum. The saving to the county in the article of 
bread, by grinding their own flour, amounted for the last year to 
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j610. lis. The governor^ States, that since the erectioa 6f the 
iniU, he does not see the same faces return, as formerly. ' 

On going over the prison it appeared remarkably clean, and 
free from any offensive smell, which in so old and'awkwM^d a 
building might not be expected. The prison hdd' just been 
whitewashed, and this most serviceable operation to' an old' gaol 
had been performed throughout every part of it — not a wall was 
excepted : besides the purifying effect of this process, it is ex- 
ceedingly convenient in reflecting light into the confined paits 
of the interior, and thus exposing to more imlnedlate observation 
attempts to penetrate the walls. 

The night-cells (of which there is a variety of forms) are 
badly contrived 5 many of them are merely irott cages arranged 
ou each side of large rooms, so that the prisoners during the 
night can converse in companies, though each in geneml sleeps 
in a separate bed. The annual average number of prisoners in 
the prison is abo\lt 120. The chaplain attends three times a 
week for regular service. There are three turnkeys, a school- 
master for juvenile prisoners^ a miller, and a baker. A gaol dress 
is provided for every prisoner, and all are obliged to wear it, 
unless there be an order from a magistrate to the contrary. * 
There is an excellent ihfirmar|r, with very airy yards, which with 
additional accommodation for the debtors, form considerable 
 improvements. Great merit is due to the governor, acting under 
all the disadvantages of a badly contrived prison, in the im-. 
provement of which the magistrates have evidently bestowed 
very great attention. 
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Cambridge County Gdot 

Since the Report of last year on the state of this prison, a 
discipline-mill has been erected : the male prisoners work in two 
compartments, and whilst at work they are under the governor's 
inspection. The number employed varies from twelve to fifty t 



' * This regulation, as applicable to the untried (some of whom may often 
tome in with clothes in an unexceptionable state) is evidently carried too far ; 
^ wearing of the coloured dress ought to be entirely yoluntary on the part of 
etwry untried prisoner ; even as a check against escape it is but flight, since 
a prisoner who has address enougl^ to elude his officers, and break his 
prison, will with little difficulty find means on such occasions of disposing 
of His dresft. 
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the time of labour is ten hours per day. The ration of food has 
been increased for those who labour at the wheels from lib. 
of bread per day to 3 lbs., viz* 2 lbs. of household, and 1 lb. of 
coarse brown bread ^ this allowance is given them at three 
separate times ; these prisoners have also one pint of small beer 
each per day. During the last six months, whilst the mill has been 
at work, there has not been one recommittal — previously, returns 
were frequent. Very good effects are produced from the intro- 
duction of this admirable machine for corrective labour. 

In 1810, the number of prisoners, including debtors, com- 
mitted to this gaol was 171. In 1820, 182. In 1821, 255. 

The female prisoners are imder the sole care of the governor's 
wife, Mrs. Orridge. There are two inferior officers, and the 
miller, under appointment to this gaol, which is calculated to 
contain 70 prisoners. 

The gross amount of earnings from the mill, for the last six 
months, is ^52. Bs, ll^d. 

The appropriation of earnings is reported not to be yet settled. 



Cambridge Town Gaol. 

It is highly satisfactory to state, that considerable improve- 
ments are in progress or completed in this gaol since the Report 
of last year. Tlie building is undergoing considerable repairsi 
and one of the newly-invented tread-mills is now erecting j it is 
intended to be worked by prisoners, in two compartments, viz. 
the male prisoners within the wheel, and the females upon the 
outside of it. The money allowance has been changed into a 
certain fixed quantity of food 5 to those prisoners not obliged to 
work, 1 J lb. of the best bread 5 to those who work at the mill 
(when completed) 1 lb. of the best bread for breakfast, the- same 
for dinner, and 1 lb. of coarse bread for supper, with a pint of 
small beer daily, which is given out at two dilfferent times. The 
classification haa been extended to four divisions, viz. felons, 
debtors, misdemeanants, and females. The management of the 
interior has also been improved, with regard to cleanliness, &c. 
Since the Report of last year, which stated, that there was *' no 
chaplain, nor any one to give religious instruction" in this 
prison, the Corporation have made choice of an excellent chaplain, 
the celebrated Mr. Professor Lee ; he attends twice on Sundays, 
and also on Wednesday evenings ^ the prisoners are furnished 
with Bibles and Religious Tracts, which the governor attends to 
their reading daily. 

The hitherto defective state of prison- discipline in the town of 
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Cambridge has been the cause of many persons remaining in 
gaol^ who T^ould otherwise have been at liberty. As an instance : 
a man was committed for disobeying an order of affiliation. The 
sum demanded of him by the parish was 15^. ; but being an indo- 
lent person^ he chose^ rather than pay that sum^ to remain in 
prison twelve weeks ; since that he has been again committed for 
j^5. 2s., but immediately the workmen commenced the opera- 
tions for a discipline-mill he entered into an arrangement for 
settling -the penalty^ and was discharged. He has since kept up 
his payment regularly. 

The female prisoners iEure under the care of the go'vernor's 
wife. The average number of commitments is about eighty 
per annum. 
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Knutsford County House of Correction, 

Thb plan of this prison is somewhat similar to the plans 
recommended by the Committee of the Society for the Improve- 
ment of Prisdn Discipline ^ the governor's house is in the centre ; 
the prisoners' work-rooms and night-cells are in buUdings 
radiating from the centre, as also the yards, which are under 
good inspection 3 but the distance between the governor's house 
and the radiating buildings is too considerable, and thereby the 
governor's movements are too much exposed to the notice of the 
prisoners. * The yards are very spacious and well flagged. Three 
radiating buildings only are x^ompleted^ the fourth is in progress, 
which will make altogether 176 cells. The variety of manufactures 
carried on in this prison continues as extensive as described in 
the Report of last year. Some of the coarser description 
of woollen and linen articles are sold to other gaols, and to several 
workhouses ; the finer ones amongst the neighbouring gentry, 
for liveries, &c. at such prices as to clear attendant expenses, 
employment being more the object than profit. The earnings 
from March 23, to June 22, 1822, amounted to ^232. 15*. the 
cost of food for that period, ^172. 17*. 4d.5 disbursements, 
<€l27. 95. lid.; leaving £67' l^^. 3d. as the actual charge to the 

* This objection might probably be removed by having a skreencd passage 
passing round this circular area, which would afford the governor, his officers, 
or fresh prisoners unobserved access to the several classes : this passage might 
be sunk a few f^t, if it otherwise interfered with the central inspection. 
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* 



county for the quarterns maintenance of 135 prisoners. In this 
account is included the maintenance of vagrants^ many of whom, 
from various infirmities, cannot be employed ; and all felons, &c. 
before trial, who are not willing, or from not knowing any trade, 
do not work. 

It is in contemplation to erect a mill, which might be well 
applied to pumping water, an operation employing, with the 
present machine, twelve men daily. The discipline which a 
stepping-mill enforces, would doubtless prove very beneficial. 
The several descriptions of occupation have been most usefrilly 
interwoven in the discipline of the prison : several instances have 
occurred, of men who have been taught a trade, being now 
industriously at work, and maintaining a good character at 
large. The daily average of prisoners, from September to 
December 1821, was 151, nearly j from December 1821, to 
March 1822, 150 j from March to June 1822, 135 5 indicating 
some diminution of crime. 

A matron is appointed to superintend the females} the inferior 
officers are a task-master, two turnkeys, a porter, and a watch- 
man. The prisoners are allowed one-sixth of their earnings 
weekly, to purchase articles for themselves 3 the regulated share 
of earnings to them is a third, and such is the value of their la- 
bour to the manufactures, that some of the prisoners, afler a two 
years* confinement, leave with some pounds as the amount of 
their earnings ; whereby they are enabled to return to their 
parish with a fhircr prospect of abstaining from crime. * 
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Bodmin Comity Gaol and House of Correction. 

The extent of employment in this prison appears to be un- 
diminished. A number of the male prisoners are employed at 
the mills for threshing and grinding corn. It would be Very 



him 



^ * At Gloucester Gaol, after liaving on the discharge of a prisoner provided 
ilm with a sufficient sum of money to pay his way home : ** if the convict to 
be liberated can produce| at the expiration of a year, a certificate of good con- 
duct from his employer, or from a respectable householder, or the church- 
warden of his parish, countersigned by the minister, he receives three pounds 
from the quarter sessions, through the governor." 
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ad?antageou8 if these cqperations were attached to the new- 
inyented stepfMog wheels^ which would probably afford the 
means of classing tne prisoners in a more complete manner than 
they are at present. 

It is to be regretted that the arrangements of the prison do 
not as yet allow a separation of the male and female debtors 
during the day. The male prisoners have but one large yard, to 
which are attached two day-rooms, without any other distinc- 
tion of tried and untried, juvenile offenders, &c. Irons are fre- 
quently used for the felons, as the prison does not appear to be 
secure 5 the governor observes, that many who have not been 
fettered have made their escape. 
The numbers committed in — 

1819 - to the Gaol, 134 Bridewell, 272 

1820 131 • 362 

1821 120 225 

The inferior officers consist of two tumkeys,two assistants, one 
superintendent of work, and one baker. It is to be regretted 
that there is no matron to superintend the females. 

The exertions of the chaplain to promote the religious welfore 
of the prisoners are very exemplary : — besides his ordinary duties 
on Sundays in the prison, he assembles all the prisoners every 
morning in the chapel, to hear the Scriptures read and explhined, 
concluding with a short prayer. 
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Carlisle County Gaol. 

A NEW County Gaol, upon an excellent plan, is now in pro- 
gress of erection, in which classification and central inspection 
will be completely provided for. 



Whitehaven County House of Correction, 

Considerable alterations have taken place in the construc- 
tion of this prison since last year. The classification, which was 
heretofore a mere separation of the sexes, will now admit of a 
seclusion of hardened criminals from those confined for trivial 
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offenoes^ such as idle and refractory apprentice and senranls^ kc. 
A new govermfr lias been appointed^ wlio it is expected will pay 
much greater attention to the health, cleanliness^ and general 
good management of the prisoners than his predecessor. It is 
earnestly hoped that some change will be speedily adopted in 
regard to the religious eare- and attentioif of 'the prisoners, 
whose welfare in this respect, it appears, is ds y^t uilprovided for. 
It is also hoped that soimie mdois of employing the prisoners 
will be speedily devised, isuch as breaking ^^nes for the high- 
ways, picking oakum, &c. * The female prisoners are under the 
superintendence of the governor's wife. In this district crime 
is at present supposed to be on the decrease. 
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County Gaoly near Exeter. 

This prison is becoming, or rather already is, insufficient for 
the present immense population of this county. Of late, many 
instances have occurred of two men being necessarily confined in 
one cell. If a separate cell for each prisoner cannot be pro- 
cured, rooms or cells should be provided sufficiently large to 
contain three or more prisoners. 

Influenced by the success of Mrs. Fry at Newgate, three or 
four benevolent ladies in Exeter constantly attend the female 
prisoners in the Devon county gaol, with a view to aflford them 
such moral and religious instruction as may tend to their re- 
formation, and to instruct them in such modes of employment, 
as may be useful to them when again thrown on the world. * 



County Bridewell^ near Exeter. 

This prison, when erected in 1807, was thought more than 
sufficiently capacious for the average number of prisoners to be 
committed to it j but such has been the increase of offenders, 
that not unfrequently seven individuals have been confined in 

. ,  

* Report speaks reiy favourably of the sacccss of these highly meritorious 
ladies, one of wltott is the wife or a County Magistrate. 
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one small cell ! At this time (May 1829) five men sleep in a 
cell, of which the dimensions are 7 feet by 10 ! The necessity of 
enlarging the building, in order that the prisoners may no longer 
be shut up in so confined a space, has been submitted to the 
consideration of the magistrates, but no resolution has been 
adopted to extend the prison. 

There is no infirmary in this BrideweU, of which the surgeon 
has coipplained, as appears by the reports in the book kept for 
that purpose. The beneficial system of hard labour, and other 
descriptions of employment long established in this prison, are 
particularly described in the Society's last Report. They are 
continued under the new governor, but not in the manner as 
heretofore. The capital employed in the manu&ctures is sup- 
phed by the governor, without any assistance from the county, 
and the risk of loss is sustained by him only* Within this prison 
there are now erecting four tread-wheels, calculated to employ 
at one time 72 prisoners, or 18 in each wheel. Two buildings 
are erecting for this purpose ) one of them appears to be placed 
upon the only spot of ground, upon which an extension of the 
prison could be conveniently carried into effect, for providing 
additional cells. The cost of the tread-mills, and the incidental 
expense^ will amount to about aixteea or eighteen hundred 
pounds. A penny a day is now allowed to each prisoner, to be 
laid out in bacon, in addition to the usual allowance of twenty- 
two ounces of bread, and water. Crime is supposed to be 
rather on the increase, excepting that the number of vagrants 
committed to this prison is diminished, owing to measures 
recently adopted by the magistrates. 

The total number of prisoners confined in the Bridewell during 
the last eleven 3Fears, is as follows : 

From Michaelmas 1810 \ , q,, ^^^ti 

toMichaelmas - i^^" ' ^  

1812..... 762 

1813 858 

1814.... 880 

1815 1319 

1816 1520 

1817. 1890 

1818 1922 

1819 2204 

1820 1834 

1821 1718 
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DURHAM. 



County Gaol and House of Correction. 

The situation is excellent, and the prison stands vefy favotirably 
for ventilation 3 a considerable space of ground is enclosed by 
the boundary walls. There is a handsome court-house and 
offices, governor's house, and buildings capable of receitring 
from seventy to eighty prisoners. The governor from h& 
windows might inspect all the seven yards, which radiate as 
from one central point, but the iron railing m front of some 
of them is boarded up, which very improperly obstructs his 
view into them. * The work carried on by the male prisoners is 
weaving, making mats, beating and preparing English flax, 
by a newly-invented machine requiring great labour 3 several 
of the prisoners committed for minor offences are employed in 
spade husbandry, in the large piece of ground, adjoining the 
prison, in which potatoes are cultivated for the use of the 
prison -, these men are also occasionally employed in levelling 
the ground, and making and repairing the roads adjoining the 
prison. The female prisoners are well employed in washing, 
making and mending the gaol clothing, spinning, knitting, &c.| 
a great part of the goods manufactured by the prisoners^ are 
made up into clothing for the prison use, the remainder is sold. 
The share of earnings to the prisoner is fixed at threepence per 
day, but they receive only a part of it at the time, to purchase 
sundry articles and tobacco -, the remainder is paid to them on 
their discharge, and in many instances from £^ to £s have 
been paid to a prisoner after a confinement of 18 months or 
upwanls : the introduction of tobacco should be prohibited. If 
earnings be allowed, the fixed money- allowance should at least 
be altered to one proportioned to the actual proceeds of their 
labour and industry. 

The reservation of a share of earnings, to be paid to the 
prisoner on his discharge, has been hitherto considered as a bene- 
ficial regulation, especially where regard is had to his good 
conduct, as well as industry in prison -, but the outline of the 
following benevolent scheme, recently introduced at this gaol^ 
points out an excellent mode for the distribution of any funds^ 
disposable upon the expiration of a sentence of corrective 

punishment, after providing the discharged prisoner a sum neces- 
— — ^^T^- * 

* Where there is any risk of prisoners in these radiating yards seeing firom 
one into luiother, it may be effectually prevented by a slight skreen of boards^ 
extending from the partition walls two or three feet, in the direction of the 
governor's windows in the centre, which would not deprive him of his inspection^ 
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sary to pay his way home. If a prisoner conducts lumself well 
during his confinement in this prison^ he is furnished at his dis- 
charge with a certificate from the governor to that effect, which 
he takes as some recommendation for service ; and if he con- 
ducts himself honestly and industriously at home^ or in service, 
for the six successive months, and can then produce another 
certificate to the same effect from the minister and church- 
wardens of the parish where he resides (or, if in service, signed 
by his employer, and countersigned by the minister) he will be 
paid^ out of a fund raised by the members of the Chapter of 
this diocese, the sum of two guineas 3 and if at the expiration 
of the next sl^ months, he produces another similar certific*ate, 
he will be entitled to three guineas more. The fimd is only of 
recent establishment, and one person has already produced the 
necessary certificate, and is about to receive the reward. 

It is very satisfactory to report, that a stepping-mill is now 
erecting, and is in a state of great forwardness. It consists of 
four chambers, each containing a wheel capable of holding eight 
men : it will be applied to the grinding of corn for the public, 
and in case a sufficient supply should not at all times be pro- 
curedj a fly wheel is attached to the mill, which will regulate 
any extra power, and allow the wheels to be kept in motion 
without injury to the machinery. It is hoped that this machine 
will also be applied to the pump at present in use in one of the 
yards. 

The numbers committed are : 

In 1820, for Felony 86. . Misdemeanours. . . 174 

1821 61 198 

1822, to 3lst May. . .33 79 

These returns include both Gaol and House of Correction. 
Juvenile offenders are, it is feared, increasing ; they are separated 
from the other prisoners. A school-master is appointed, with a 
salary of i^20 per annum from the county, and an additional 
donation of £20 per annum paid him by the Chapter of the 
diocese, whose laudable interest in the reformation of prisoners 
confers on its members the highest credit. Apart of three days 
in the week is appropriated to the instruction of the prisoners, and 
the chaplain superintends. A Ladies* Committee visits the female 
prisoners with much assiduity 5 and a matron, with an adequate 
salary from the county, resides in the prison^ who has the entire = 
care of the women, the propriety of which appointment is be»- 
coming more generally acknowledged by the magistracy. The 
following circumstance shows the authority with which the 
matron in this gaol appears to be invested. After having 
visited the male side of the prison, attended by the gorernor, 
we came to the female department, but were unable to enter 
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without the key^ which the governor stud was always kept by 
the matron 9 he accordingly went for her, and brining hiw 
keys, she attended us throughout this part of the prison ; the 
contrast was certainly striking in this respect to the practice in 
most other gaols, where there is no matron, and where at all 
times of the day the female department of the prison is 
accessible, not only to the governor, but to his inferior officiers. 

The dietary of this prison is as follows : 1 lb. of bread cJvery 
day. For break&st, one quart of oatmeal pottage, made up with 
half a pint of milk 5 the same for supper every day. For dinner, 
on Sundays and Thursdays, | lb. dried fish, and 1 lb. of potatoes. 
On Mondays, Wednesdays, and Saturdays, one quart of oatmeal 
pottage *, on Tuesdays and Fridays, two red herrings and 1 lb. of 
potatoes. When potatoes are not in season, } lb. of rice is to 
be delivered to the prisoners in lieu of each poimd of potatoes. 
This dietary is probably not exceeded in quantity by any other 
in the kingdom, unless by that of a neighbouring prison. North 
Allerton. * 

Grime is thought to be at this time diminishing in this quarter. 
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County Gaol, Chelmsford. 

As an additional House of Correction is about to be erected, 
which will afford a good degree of classification, 'with inspection, 
&c. but little that is new can be reported on the state of this 
Gaol, in which prisoners committed on charge of felony have to 
wear the iron fetter, as well as convicts for transportation ; 
a treatment which can be defended on no just principle, and 
is one of the surest indications of a defective prison. The 
number of inferior officers may also be mentioned, as evincing a 
greateir difiiculty or inconvenience of management than is found 



* The foUowing is the ration in use at Lancaster Castle, a gaol in which 
die prisoners are extensively employed at weaving, and which is selected 
as being similarly circumstanced as to situation, and probably as to general 
habits of living. 

Of oatmeal, 2i\ha. made into porridge, with water, and 1 J lb. of good bread 
per day, with ten pounds of potatoes per week. The distribution takes place 
three times a day, and the cooking is managed in the gaol kitchen by prisoners 
under appointment. On Sundays §lb. of beef, free from bone, is boiled into 
a quart of soup ; this extra allowance may be suspended (with much effect no 
doubt) on disorderly conduct. • 
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necessary in a well-planned gaol ; allowing, of course, in both 
cases, tbAt the same degree of magisterial control is maintained. 
In this prison there are a deputy governor, two turnkeys, an 
assistant turnkey, a master shoemaker, and four watchmen i in 
all nine officers, in a prison capable of containing IW felons and 
60 debtors, or 180 prisoners. * The number of criminals com- 
mitted in 1819 was 246 

1820 223 

1821 228 

Crime is supposed to be, on the whole, rather decreasing in 
this district ; cases of felony are very much on the decrease, but 
those for misdemenors are considered to have rather increased 
thiin otherwise ; and this may possibly arise from the statutes 
against different minor offences being oftener carried into effect 
than they were formerly. The employment carried on in this 
gaol continues much the same as last year. The profit from the 
shoemaking is small ; and the earnings are not divided among 
the prisoners; the County receives them, considering the in- 
struction as an adequate compensation to the prisoners. 



County House of Correction. 

The numbers of criminals committed to this prison for the 

last three years are :— 1819 825 

1820 670 

1821 746 

The ratio of re-commitments is, for the felons, 6 to 8 per 
cent, 'y for the misdemeanants and vagrants, 10 to 12 per cent. 
The male prisoners are divided into six classes, each class having 
a separate day-room 5 but there are only two yards, for these 
six classes 5 they are therefore admitted into them, in rotation, 
at different hom-s of the day. The female prisoners are divided 
into two classes. 

A great part of the prisoners are employed in turning awinch- 
miU for grinding corn. A new mill, with two tread- wheels, will 
be erected in a few weeks. From 16 to 20 men are employed 
in the manu&cture of cloth for the use of the prison j others are 
employed as tailors and shoemakers, and about 10 convicts fill 
the office of wardsmep, ., by whom the ordinary business of the 
prison is performed. The office of wardsman is a very 
important part of the daily discipline of a prison, and, when 

*i^^—— — — ^— ^^ wi I   ■■! 1  M  »■■ , ■. !■ i— M^— — ^^^— ,i^,^M  II I   m^^m ■iw m !■■■■  ■■^pi^— — i ,, — 

* At Stafford Gaol there are fire inferior officers for 229 prisoDcrs ; at 
Bristol fire for 200, which appears to be a fair average ratio of superin- 
tendence. 
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well directed^ under an active governor^ is "calculated to pro- 
duce very beneficial effects. The prisoners should not onlj 
manufacture their own clothing and beddings grind their own 
corn, bake their own bread, supply the prison with water^ wash 
their own clothing, &c. 3 but a system of cleanliness and order 
should be constantly maintained with them, that they may 
acquire habits of real value on their return into society 3 their 
sleeping ceUs, day-rooms, ivork-rooms, &c. afford ample op- 
portunities of exercising and enforcing ideas of propriety, and 
habits of cleanliness, order, ^d activity. 

A chaplain attends on Sunday and Thursday, and a school- 
master is in regular attendance every Sunday, to instruct the 
prisoners. The female prisoners are under the care of the 
governor's wife j they are employed in washing, needle- work, 
&e. Irons are used on male prisoners convicted of felony, and 
for long periods of imprisonment. There are two tiurnkeys, 
and three taskmasters, in all, five inferior officers. The prison 
is capable of containing 150 prisoners. 
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County Gaol and Penitentiary at Gloucester, 

The only material alteration, recently adopted in this prison, 
is the erection of a tread-mill, which is now in progress 5 it is 
attached to the Penitentiary, and will be worked in two divisions,, 
by about thirty- two prisoners 5 the power wiU be applied to 
grinding corn and pumping. The classification continues the 
same as specified in the last Report 3 the addition of a class for 
juvenile offenders appears to be very much vi^nted^ as that 
description of prisoners has of late much increased, and at this 
time forms a heavy proportion in the register of the prison — ^the 
total number, however, of commitments for the last year, ending 
August 1822, shows a very considerable diminution, compared 
with that of 1818: the commitments to the Gaol, in 1818, were 
335. To the Penitentiary, 203. 

In 1822— to the Gaol, 221. To the Penitentiary, 139. 

The same causes have probably operated in this as in other 
manu^turing counties, to effect this decrease, such as an 
increased den^and for employment, and low prices of the conunon 
necessaries of life. Some alteration has recently been made by 
the magistrates in the dietary of this gaol, the former allowance 
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of food having been thought too liberal^ more particidaii^ in the 
article of meat. 

The following is the present diet: — Prisoners- before trial, 
Ijlb. of bread, and a p^nny, per day; after trial, one pint of 
oatmeal-gruel^ for breakfast, every morning; peas-soup, about 
a pint and a half, for dinner, on two days; and on the other 
days of the week, one pound of potatoes, with the daily allow- 
ance of li lb. of bread. 

The mode of appointing the officers of this prison is very 
different, perhaps, from that pursued at any other gaol. There 
is much to recommend in some respects, though in others it is 
open to great objection. It was a maxim with Sir G. O. Paul 
{who, for many years, devoted himself as a magistrate to the 
active superintendence of this gaol) that no inferior officer should 
be engaged in any of the houses of correction in the county 
until he had served a kind of apprenticeship, as to character and 
talents, in the county gaol, under his own eye, and that of a very 
«ble and experienced governor : this plan is still continued, and 
vacancies in any of the four houses of correction are supplied by 
inferior officers from this prison, under the management of the 
governor, who has the entire choice and appointment of ail the 
officers under him. He is paid the annual sum of £ 665 from 
the county, and one half of the earnings is also allowed him ; 
out of this income he derives his own salary, and also pays such 
salaries to his inferior officers as the terms of his agreements ' 
with t|iem decide — in fact, precisely as if they were his own 
private servants : the regulations of the prison allow him to have 
as many officers under him as he ichooses; not less than three 
tiunkeys, a porter, and a clerk. Under such arrangements, the 
service of the establishment is expected to be duly performed. 
The check upon this system of officers consists in the visits. of 
the magistrate; who, under such an arrangement, certainly 
incurs additional responsibility, as inspector of the state of the 
gaol, and of the treatment of the prisoners. His visits are very 
frequent ; and on his admission into the yards or wards, where 
tiie prispners are, it is expected that the officer attending him 
^hall immediatdy retire to a distance, that the pri9oners may 
be left entirely firee to make any complaint they please tp 
their visitor. 

One striking feature in the regulation of this prison is the 
strict enforcement of silence amongst the prisoners. In the 
Penitentiary, they work as far as possible in solitary* cells; an4 



* The governor proposes to contrive, that these prisoners, whei^ working 
on the tread-wheels, shall be separated one from the other, by slight screens, 
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when allowed to take exercise in the yards^ an officer is present^ 
who acts as sentinel amongst them ; all conversation is thereby 
put a stop to^ and any neglect in this respect is punished. This 
duty for the officer may appear severe, but the governor, in the 
choice of his men, applies to the quarter where such kind of duty 
jmd strictness of discipline are customary — they are selected from 
disbanded regiments ; ^ these persons, having been accustomed to 
sentry-duty, and having in general no local interests or acquaint- 
ance in tills neighbourhood, are found to &11 into the strict and 
^ watchful service of a prison with more facility and impartiality 
than perhaps any other set of men. The same regard to silence 
is observed by the governor and his officers, in their treatment 
of the prisoners : they avoid all unnecessary speaking to them, 
and signa by the hand are made use of 3 the daily routine of the 
prison (such as attendance at chapel, retiring to the cells, &c. 
&c.)^being known to the prisoners. The e£fect of this upon 
the criminal must doubtless be salutary 3 the quiet in which he 
IS placed tends to prevent moral contamination and to inducfi^ 
reHeAion -, and the deprivation of oral intercourse, together with 
loss of liberty, and other peculiarities of the prison life, must 
mark the contrast very strongly in his mind between his present 
treatment and his condition when at large. 

TJie clear profit from the earnings, for the year ending Julf 
18^1, was £S69' 198. The prisoners, before trial only, have 
any share of their earnings. There are in general very few 
females; the average number may be about eight or ten, for 
whom there is a matron appointed. 

The Rules are read over to the prisoners once a month. 

The room fitted up for the prisoners to receive the visits 
of their friends is worthy of general recommendation : the 
visitor enters his compartment, which is situated near the 
central entrance of the gaol, (it being important that a 
stranger, possibly an accomplice, may be able to view as little 
of the interior of the prison as possible.) A wire-worked 
screen separates this from the next compartment, which is 
about seven feet wide, in which the officer places himself j 
•beyond is the room, divided oflF from the last by a strong iron, 
raUing, where the prisoner is placed. Thus nothing improper . 



«o as to prevent conversation — it is well worth the trial; and it is ]3U)ped that 
success will attend his highly meritorious endeavours to maintain that silenbe 
between his prisoners, which has been hitherto so watchfully enforced. 

• Application is made by the governor to the War Office. 
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<MUi pass £nom the visitor to the prisoner; and the superin- 
tendents of the prison are always left satisfied and secure by this 
precaution. 

The state of cleanliness and stillness in this prison was very 
^remarkable. 



(xbmcester City Gaol and BridewelL 

This small prison has received considerable additions within 
|hese few years. The first yard is appropriated to the male 
felons^ and a window of the gaoler's room commands a view 
of it^ but the prisoners can see with £Eicility into this room, 
which in every such case does away in a great degree with the 
advantage of inspection. * The wards o£ these prisoners were 
^oi deai^ y the walls required limcr washing. In one of the cells 
ifi which a party ^ the prisoners sleep^ |s a leg chain^ to fiusten 
the refractory whilst in bed on the' floor j it is 8ometin\<^ used, 
and is one of the consequences ojf' prisoners not sleeping in 
S^)arate sepure cells. 

Next to this ancient part of the prison, is the additional 
pew yard and building, which is small, and contains eight 
.cells ; though lately built, it is insecure, a prisoner having re- 
cently escaped from within. The next department is that of 
the female prisoners, where there is also a small neat chapel. 
Near the governor's apartments are those of the debtors, which 
appeared to be good,. The BrideweU is; seldc»n fuUy occupied : 
yagrant^ are frequently brought in, and disorderly women of 
the town. 



Teipkesbury Borough Oaol and 6ride(pdU: 

This small establishment- was intended to receive eight pri- 
spners^ it has been completed only within these few years, 
replaping a very wretched place of confinement, the old Gaol. 
There are two airy yards, which are in use, diiring a part of the day. 



^ • No governor of a prison should, if he can prevent it, expose himself or 
his movements to the view of his prisoners wlulst in his own private apart- 
menlB. A blind of common thick gauze at the Window would, as in rooms of 
dwefling-houses fronting the street, prevent in a great measure that counter- 
inspection. 

c % 
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(yy the few prisoners alternately 5 prisoners before trial are however 
improperly shut out from the open air for more than three hours 
in the day^ beyond which time they are kept locked up in thdr 
day-cells^ which is evidently an mfringement on the rights of 
those not proved to be guilty. The prison is enclosed by a high 
boundary wall^ between which and the yards there is a pallisade : 
irons are also freely in use on felons before trial as well as on 
convicted prisoners. An instance may here be mentioned, to 
prove how little these instruments may serve for the safe custody 
of prisoners, where other means of management and watchful 
attention are not« in full operation in a system of prison dis- 
cipline, and that we may ahnost be disposed to believe that the 
use of fetters induces &lse confidence, and carelessness with 
regard to inspection in the structure of a prison, or in the daily 
conduct of its officers. Two young men (one only 19 years of 
age) were committed to this gaol for housebreaking, on the 
1st of June last year ; they were ironed each with a very heavy 
kg-fetter (which was shown to me) ; they were also stfarched 
in the presence of the constable who brought them in, and shut 
up together in the same cell, entirely out of sight, or incapable 
of inspection by the governor : by means of a small file con- 
cealed in the seam of the coat, they filed off the bolts of their 
1^- rings, leaving their irons on their beds -, and having pre- 
pared a rope with their bedding, they cleared their ceU, and 
with a bag of earth attached to the end of their rope, it was 
made to hold to the over-lapping stone-work * of the outer 
wall, about 18 feet high, by which means they scaled the waU 
and escaped. On the 7th they were taken up at Abergavenny 
for breaking into a shop, and committed to Uske prison on the 



« A similar instance of this part of the boundary wall affordixig the means 
of escape, occurred at the County Gaol at Worcester some yean ago, whkh 
probably has rendered the extensive use of irons in that prison so eairily re- 
coQcileable. Particular attention is always requisite in the constructioa of thb 
very important prison barrier, and which is often likely to escape those eagaf^ 
in me erection of prisons. In some instances ^e piers of this wall are made 
to pngect so much as materially to lessen its security : frequently it is 
80 nearly approached, or touched by the buildings or interior walls, as 
to afford a resting place to a person attempting to mount it. As a ge- 
neral rule, it should present one sur&ce, or an nearly so as possible, of 
not less than twenty feet vertical height above the ground ; and where piers 
are necessary, all edges should be turned off close: the summit shoald 
taper off, or the upper tiers of brick be so loosely put together as to render 
it too weak to support the weight of a man : no headnstones over-lappiog 
it on the outside, nor the ornamental andent battlement, can be proper to jfona 
its summit. 



t)ih ) ^m thid gaol they effected their escape the next day ; one 
4>i theni was discovered on the 11th, and brought Iwck to 
Tewkesbury Gaol, the cHher was also retaken. The cells were 
fn a good state, with excellent iron bedsteads ^ but it appeared 
that these Cells were intended for two prisoners in each, which 
should on no account whatever be allowed. No cfaa|dain is 
Appointed to this prison ; the frequent means of keeping a 
prisoner in a cell by himself^ from the few commitments to 
this prison, must often afford i&vourable opportunities for a 
penitentiary treatment, which might, under the influence of reli- 
gious instruction, produce deep impressions upon thef- unhappy 
criminal. In one cell was a youth^ apparently about 15 years 
old, sentenced for two years confinement ; he was alone, and at 
. work with sack making j his countenance betrayed symptoms 
of great sorrow 5 he had been, in his early career, contaminated, 
hj falling in with some of the juvenile offenders iu London : 
the solitude of his situation had doubtless led to much of this 
good effect, which, if he had had companions, might have been 
lost. It was much to be regr^ted that in such a case as thif) 
opportimities for religious impression should be lost. 



House of Correction at Horsley. 

This Prison is calculated to contain 40 prisoners. The re- 
cent addition of two windows to the governor's apartments^ 
enables him to overlook and inspect the airing courts of the right 
and left wings of the prison buildings. 

A corn-mill, on the tread-wheel principle, is now building, to 
be worked by the prisoners, umder the governor's inspection. 

The prisoners are divided into five classes, viz. :— 

1. Male vagrants, and all oiher male convicted offenders 
directed to be punished by hard labour. 

2. Male convicted offenders >not sentenced to hard labour; 

3. Male prisoners charged veith offences less than felony, or 

committed for want of sureties. &c. 

> 

4. Female prisoners of all descriptions. 

5. Vagrants in a foul state, committed preparatoiy to being 
passed to the places of their legal settlement. 

The male prisoners are employed in weaving Broadrdoth^ 
making -slraw mattresses^ rope-mats^ stockings^ &c. for their 
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own use -, also in whitewashing and necessary employments in 
the gaol. The females ar^ employed in washing and mending 
articles belonging to the gao); The doth woven belongs to ma- 
nu&cturers in the neighbourhood. The profit is disposed of> 
one-sixth to the prisoners, and the remainder^ in equal shares^ to 
the county and the, governor. 

' Since the appointment of the new governor, the prisoners have 
attended the chapel every morning, when prayers are read by 
him, except on Suildays and ^ Thursclays, when the chaplain at- 
tends. Religious tracts, bibles, and prayer-books, are distri- 
buted to such prisoners as pan read. 

The conduct of the pr^oners in general is stated to be very 
commendable } and th^ benefits arising from solitude are ob- 
vious ', each prisoner has a day-cell and also a night-cell. No 
irons are used except in cases of refractory behaviour. The 
number of inferior officers is two. The female prisoners are 
mider the .c^re of a matron. The number of prisoners commit- 
ted from Februarys, 18?1, to July 15, 1823, is 373. The 
humber of recommittals is about S per cent. 
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The County Gaol at Winchester^ 

The regulations for the government of the prisons jn this 
bounty, alluded to in former R^epprts. have received the sanction 
of the Judges, and continue to prodiice the very best effects. 
A large room in each court of the felons* prison 'has been con* 
verted into an infirmary : •the chapel has been considerably 
enlarged^ and^ tjhe alterations made therein enable the gaolento 
preserve the most complete Separation of classes, and the 
prisoners are now well accommD4ated and secure. . 

The number of prisoners, excluspe-of debtors, committed in 
the year 1820, was 124, and the greatest number confined at 
bne time 105 j the nmnber oommitted' in 1821 was 162, and 
the greatest number in confinement at one time was 109. 

The prisoners sentenced to hard labour are immediately re^ 
faioved from this gaol! No regular system of laboui* has been 
introduced ) but persons sentenced to imprisonment have been 
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donstantly and benefifcially employed in whlie-washing and 
necessary repairs. 



House of Correction cut Wiuchester. 

Discipline^ good order^ industry and cleanliness, tl«e proper 
requisites to render a prison what it ought to bfj^^ *' A House of 
Correction and Reformation/* continue to be ob9ervcd in tliis 
Bridewell. The mills have been in active operation during the 
last year 3 and the following statement will^hew that even in a 
pecuniary point •of view the exertions of the Visiting Justices 
have been attended with very beneficial results to the county at 
large. . 

Account of the Profit arising from the Labour of the Pri- 
soners confined in the County Bridewell, from January 1818 to 
October 1821. 



Dr. 

T« oostof 47ft qn. of wheat 1,760 4 
To repairing luiddpeasing 

miD-stones, salt, faggot8> 

&c. used in baking 153 15 

To paid comnu^on for 

tnurchasing wheat ...... 18 1 



Cr. 

By 144,427 loares 2,264 8 ^ 
By 1,929 strikes of 
Bran 106 8 9i 



Expended to August 1820 1,932 6 

Saving to the county to 
August 1820, upon which 
80/. was paid to the Bride- 
well keeper 438 16 4 



^2,370 16 10 



^2,370 16 10 



To cost of 286 qrs. of wheat 
To repairing and dressing 

mill-stones, salt, faggots, 

ftc. used in bs(king. ..... 

To comnussiontmporchasie 

of wheat., .wvi , .. 

Expended horn August 
1820 to October 1821... 
Saving to the County. ; ..* v 513 2 6i 



836 3 7 

96 9 3 
iO: 18 



By 94,253 loaves 1,203 1| 
By 938 strikes of 
bran 53 13 3 



94y iO 10 



,£ 1,256 13 H 



mU^h 



i gl,256 13 Aj 
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Profit on grinding and baking from January 

1818 to August 1820 brought forward, 438 16 4 

Ditto on ditto, from August 1820 to October 1821 313 2 ej 

^.751 18 lOj 
Ci^rpenters, bricklayers, and labourers* work 

performed by the prisoners, surveyed by the 

county-surveyor, and taken at a very low 

estimate, upon Which £ 50 was paid to the 

Bridewell-keeper . . 1,167 H 8 

Grinding wheat for sundry persons 29 14 

Shoemaking, making clothes, knitting, spinning, 

washing, &c. at the very lowest estimate . . 100 O 

I - 1 11 1 

Total saving to the county in 2 J years . . £. 2,049 4 6j 

The number of persons committed to this prison in 1820 
was 544, of these only 82 were charged with fetony, 70 with 
o£fences against the game-laws, and 145 as vagrants ; the re- 
maining 247 were misdemeanants, or sentenced by magistrates 
to Ihnited periods of imprisonment : the greatest number in 
continement at one time was 152. In 1821 the number of per- 
sons committed amounted to 580 ; of these 96 were, for felony^ 
101 for offences against the game-laws, and 110 vagrants : the 
greatest number in confinement at one time was 1854 



mk 
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County Gaol. 

Since the last Report, a second Bridewell Room has beed 
provided, and the prisoners are now divided into ten classes. 

Prayers are read on Wednesdays and Fridays. A sermon is 
preached on Sundays, with prayers in the evening, and a school 
is attended daily, under the direction of the chapkdn. 

The prisoners are employed at a mill for grinding com for the 
use of the prison, and for the public, but not on the tread-wheel 
plan. There is a manufactory of bags for sale ; and the clothing 
fUid bedding for the use of the prisoners, is made by them. The 
loaintenance of each prisoner at work is Is. 10 1 d. per week. 
The earnings are divided as follows :— -Prisoners before trial re- 
ceive one-half 5 the gaoler one-twelfth) and the county five** 
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twelfths. After trial, the prisoner receives one-sixth 5 the gaoler 
one^sixth^ and the county four-sixths. Of 321 prisoners com* 
mitted last year, 19 were for the second time, 5 for the third, 
and 2 for the fourth offence. The following is a statement of 
the produce of the manufactory during the past year : 



Articles purchased for the 

manufactory 609 3 5^ 

Gross amount of the 

earnings.., 141 5 10 

Balance m favour of ma- 



nufactory 



J ^•• 


... 96 16 6 


Total. «... 


£^7 b H 



£. «. d* 

Amount of articles sold 301 8 3 

Qottdng, bedding, &c. 

issued to prisoners. . .. 187 3 3 

County share of the earn- 
ings 86 10 3| 

Amount of stock in hand 272 4 



Total 



j8 847 5 9i 



Irons are made use of for male felons^ and occasionally, by 
way of punishment, for other prisoners. 

311 were committed in the year 1820, and 321 in the last 
year. The average number in confinement for the last three 
years has been 7^ per diem. 

With respect to crime, the number of felons of late has dimi'^ 
nished, while that of misdemeanants has increased. 

The female prisoners are under the superintendence bf a 
matron, who, with a taskmaster,^ one assistant, and two tum^ 
keys, form the number of inferior ofiicers employed In thii 
gaol. 
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C&unty Onol and House of Correction. 

. . .  ' •  •. 

In the House of Correction, the good effects of the improve* 

ments stated in the former Report continue to be daily expe- 
rienced ', and it hfu? been a source of peooliar satisfectionto thp 
visiting magist^tes. and others to have received the highest, ^j^ 
probation from all persons who have visited the prijsoii. an^ 
witnessed the alteration. 

Xhe stepping^mill has been in daily use, and continues, sis it 
cannot ihil to dp,,, to incrjease in rej^utation equal with the good 
results which it produces. That its effects, both to correct and 
terrify, Qonti^^e unabjated, there remains not a doubt -, in the 
first place, from the very few comparatively that return to the 
House of Corr^ion^ a$ compared with foroier years ; and 
secondly, as to vagrants. For although Mr. Chetwynd's Act 
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has no doubt operated in a degree^ stilly as it was not in 
force till the 1st of September, the writer feels warranted in 
drawing the above conclusion of the beneficial effects of thtf 
mill, for there were 124 less in the pt'ison during the lastthitri id 
the preceding year. The actual profit of the mill has not been 
accurately ascertained ; but it is stated that, by buying the wheat, 
grinding it, and having it made into bread for all the prisoners, 
the saving was nearly 100/. to the county> independent of 
4Sl. I6s. actually received in money for grinding for others, 
making 1432. 16s. The niachinery of the mill cost SOOl, The 
whole sum expended for the general improvement of the prison, 
and for extending the classification, amounted to about ^3,000. 

In each compartment ten prisoners can work, that is, eight on 
the wheel at a time, and two for relay. Barley and oats can be 
ground with four in each compartment 3 but the work for wheat 
IS not well done without five, or even six. With the full com- 
plement the mill will work two pair of stones, or grind and 
dress at the same time! Since the mill was first set to work/ 
there have been only 12 re-comniittals, and these were chiefly 
poachers— a class of persons whose number has very much in- 
creased within the last few years. 

The prisoners are at present divided into four classes in the 
House of Correction, each having a separate yard. In the Gaol 
there are only two yards for the males, and one yard, entirely 
distinct, for the femsdes. 

A chaplain regularly perform^ duty on Sunday morning, reads 
prayers either on Wednesday or Friday, and attends frequently 
at other times. 

In the Gaol, the prifoners, at their option, make straw hats^ 
baskets, net purses, &c. The produce of what is done in the 
Gaol is entirely at the disposal of the prisoner. 

The allowance of food is l|lb. of good wheateA bread pei* 
day to each prisoner in the Gaol, and 21b. in the House of 
Ct)frection. 

Whenever a prisoner is discharged from the House of Correc* 
tion, he has two shillii^s given him, in order to carry Kim 
hbme,' and in the ho|>e that it may prevent his recarring'to 
ttime : it- at least removes the pl6a for his doihg so. - ' 

Irons are never used in the prison, except in the case of con^ 
victs, or upon occasions of outrageous and Vefy im|n*oper oon-^ 
duct, which have not happened above twice 'or thrice in th^ last 
two ydirs. 

Upon the subject of reformation, it maybe confidently asserted, 
that the benefits arising from classification and empk^yment in 
the House of Corr^tion, have been incalculably great. 
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The fbllowmg carUaiiM the Number and Description nf ComnkUUdt, 











GAOL. 








Yean. 


Mur- 
der. 


Highway 
Robbery. 


fiaf;glary. 


Horse 
Stealing. 


Sheep 
SteaUng. 


Privalely 

Stealing, 

Ac 


Aiaauhi, 
Want of 
Sureties. 


Total 

ConuniC> 

ted. 


1820 


3» 


2 


16 


4 


8 


77 


6 


116 


1821 





6 


12 

• 


4 


2 


71 


9 


104 



* 'Twtf.-^ere committed firom Essex/ and one from Middlesex. 
HOUSE OF CORRECTIOl^ 



Years. 

t  


Poachers. 


Vagrants. 


Assaults. 


Leaving 
Funilies, 


Disorderly 

fie. 
, haviour* 


Assaults, 
Wanlof 
Sureties. 


Total 

Gonmll' 

ted. 


■J 

1820 


 J 

33 


283 . 


10 


' 108 

« 


18 


' > ' • 


452 

1 


1821 


32 


159 


11 


•w 


24 
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Comiy Gaol. and House of^ Correction at Mmdstqm. . 

A DETACHED buildlng, fortnerly u^bd as a Iftundry^ has b^eil 
in progress of alteration and enlargement^ to be used as a 
separate and detached prison for women onjy^ with yards^ &e. 
to hold about 60 prisbner^^ HiHd Vriirbe ditif^d into five classes : 
tfua loeaswDei. jby MrM^ the. fc^mi4«:iIMrisw^:8,jia^y be com- 
plet^y separated from^the malcv?^ «^ plA<;ed..uJidcr officers and 
attendtuits of tb^ir own seii;^ d6s^« ^liighcst c^Mnmendation. 
The example thus set by the enlightened magistrates who have 
effected tl^i^ important alteration^ will . it is hoped be generally 
imitated. 
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The chapelof this prison has also been considerably enkrg^^ and 
an arrangement has been made for separating the woncien atiring 
service more completely from the men. Divine service is performed 
on Sundays, Wednesdays, and Fridays ; on Sundays there is. 
double service, and two sermons. The labours of the chaplain 
fippear to be very exemplary ; by private commtinication with 
the prisoners he is able to obtain a general knowledge of their 
character, habits, &c. and is thus qualified to render h!s,admo-, 
nitions more appropriate and suitable to the conditioh of each 
individual. Adult and juvenile schools, und^r the directidfi of the 
chaplain and superintendence of the visiting justices, are iorm&i 
in every ward, where practicable. Among the prisoners for 
trial the school system cannot be conducted veith the asant 
regularity. The chief objects to which the labour of the pri- 
soners is directed, are the making of hop-bagging' and sacks of 
various descriptions, also rope mats, clothing for the use of the 
prisoners, and gardening. The allowance of earnings to the 
pehitentiary prisoners is one-third, and to the other prisoiiei:^ 
one-half. There is no tread-mill as yet erected in this largd 
prison. The proportion of recommitments has been, from 
Easter 1821 to 1^2, of felons about 14 per cent., of misde- 
meanants about 16 per cent., of vagrants about t per cent., and 
of every description of prisoners 7 J per cent, j the aver^ige of 
the felons and misdemeanant^ who return may be said to be 
unusually high for a county prison 5 the discipline and disgust 
of the stepping-wheel system would doubtless be found to 
produce some impression upon this average^ judgin§( from its 
^ects elsewhere. 

In the last printed statement of the accounts of this prison, it 
appears that the average cost of food is 4ld. per day nearly 3 
the average number of prisoners for the year, 371 ; the average 
number in the hospital, 12 ; and the deaths 5 : — " of these, two 
were caused by poisoned victuals sent to a prisoner from with<< 
out (as if coming from his Mends) for the purpose of destroying 
him !*' * There are two task-masters and nine turnkeys, for a 
prisoA calculated to contain 440 prisoners, which may be eon^ 
aidered as a £ur rate of superintendence. 



Muidstone Town Gaol. 

Thi^ prison consists of three rooms, or cells 5 two are oceupied 
by the male, and one by the female prisoners. The men's cell^ 
afe above stairs, about IS feet by 12, lofty, light, and Bujf 

 I I • I. I . I II I I  , ir 

* Printed account of the Coant^ Prisons for the ytdt I82I4 
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but these cure the only rooms for cooking, living, and sleeping in, 
a|id there h^ve been ^3 persons in them at one time. The men are 
locked in their cells three hours in the day, in order to give the 
women the bene6t of the air and yard during that time. The 
women's room is on the ground floor, of the same dimensions 
OS the men*8, but not so high 3 the prisoners sleep on pallets of 
straw, laid on th;g floor. The yard is about two rods square, en- 
closed by a brick-wall nearly 20 feet high, paved and dry. 

The jnans^ement of the prison devolves entirely on the 
governor of the poor-house, and his turnkey, who is always a 
pauper. There has been no magisterial inspection for n^uiy 
17 months, although during that period upwards of ISO persons 
have been in confinement. 

The prisoners having no employment, usually spend the 
greater part of their time in low discourse, relating Uieir past 
actions, planning depredations, or singing obscene songs. The 
keeper has no means of observing the conduct of the prisoners 
but by entering two doors, which ajways give the prisoner$ 
suiflcient notice of his q|^proach. 



Rochester Town Gaol. 

Theue is a great want of classification in this gaol, which 
rend^^ employment a great desideratum. Two instances have 
pccurred under the writer's immediate knowledge, of the great 
^vils arising from that cause. In this gaol, felons, misdemeanants 
and debtors are indiscriminately mingled : — ^a youth, the son of 
honest parents, was confined for a small debt ; prior to that 
period he had borne a good character, but he had not been 
liberated more than a month when he was again committed for 
a robbery on his master, and there is every reason'to believe that 
tie had his niorals tainted during his confinement in prisqn^ 
The other instance was that of two men apprehended for 
robbing their master^ on.e of whom was admitted as King's 
evidence, but from their associating together in the prison, he 
refused at the trial to recapitulate his former evidence, and the 
felon escaped. 

The labour at one time introduced intp this prison has been 
discontinued The gaoler states, that his prisoners were more 
trq^ctable during the period when they were employed 5 and 
theps is great reason to hope that the labour proved beneficial in 
many instances. Most of the prisoners, on their discharge! ex- 
pressed their gratitude for being prevented from acquiring such 
habits of indolence in confinement, as would have rendered 
employment wearisqme on th^ir liberation.. 
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It is piuch to be r^retted that the Committee of benevokni 
individuals^ formed, in 1819, for the purpose of proVidiDg 
employment for the prisoners in this gaol, should be obliged to 
suspend their useful laboiurs ! their exertions, however, prove 
what may be done in this badly contrived prison; and it is 
hoped that this example will give a stimulus to the introduetion 
4nd maintenance of a re^lar system of employment in this as 
well as in other prisons similaiiy circumstanced. 



LANCASHIRE. 



Lancaster Castle County Gaol. 

Imfaovements continue to be making in this extensive prison, 
through the ingenuity and architectursd skill of the present 
goverhor. The advantages derived fropa the means of centra) 
mspection, exemplified in the plap of the n^w Female Peni- 
tentiary building, led to similar improvement oi^ the felons' 
side, where a small tower of inspection commands a view inta 
five of their yards : the day -rooms to these classes it is intended 
also to place under inspection from the scune station. 

But little new information can be added to the long Report on 
this prison in the Society*s Appendix of lust year. In the course 
of last winter, the typhus fever broke out^in this gaol, notwith- 
standing all precautions 3 upwards of sixty prisoners were taken 
ill,' and four died. Up9° diligent investigation as to its ol*i^n 
amongst the prisoners, there appeared strong ground to at- 
tribute the communication of this infectious disease to some 
milk brought in for delivery to some of the delators. 

It is the practice in this prison, founded it appears upon one 
of the rules and regulations (which are duly signed by the 
Judges,) for prisoners committed on sentences of confinement^ 
but not t6 hard labour, to be compelled to work for their 
Maintenance by the county during their imprisonment. The 
circumstance is mentioned in the. hope that some uniformity 
of practice in this respect may be established in the Prison 
Discipline of the country j — the magistrates and governors of 
several County Prisons express their opinion that such a step 
would be quite unwarrantable. The practice appears to have 
given occasion to some complaint in parliament against the 
governor of this Gaol : it would be very desirable to have thf 
subject properly decided, generally made known, and universally 
acted on.* 

* See note on this mJajeci uifder Nortkaikrton House of ComCdon, 
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Manchester New Bailey House of Correction. 

The seddition? and improvements in thiii very large prison^ 
which occupies about four acres of ground, have of late years 
been very considerable. The old part, which consists of four 
radiating buildings, vrith a central one; contained, till within a 
few years, the crbwded population of a Manchester prison. 
The additional buildings are, a large cr(escent range, containing 
nihe classes, each class having a day-room, a set of work cells, 
and a yard, radiating from a toiwer of inspection, in which the 
clerk's office and the chapel are placed. The latest additional builds 
ing, and which was not kt this time occupied, is a quadrangular 
building, comprising four classes, each having a yard, day-room, 
and a set of work-cells placed, like the last, behind the building \ 
these yards also radiate frotn another small tower of observation. 
Thus there are three central stations within the prison, with a 
set of buildings and yards attached, but in neither of these 
central stations is the governor's house placed 5 this is situated 
on one side of the outer boundary, and detached from any part 
of the prison ^ buildings, which is a great disadvantage : when 
these additions are completed, there will be eighteen classes. 

There w^re zi the time of this visit about 507 prisoners in 
confinement, 67 of whom were boys 5 in one class were 17 boys, 
mostly, if not all, under sentence of transportation : two of them 
were not ten years of age 3 one was in for housebreaking, and he 
had been in the prison ten months before ! * Juvenile delinquency 
e&ists to a lamentable extent inManchester ) the governor finds the 
boys return repeatedly ; — at the rate,^ he thought, of 60 per cent., 
or in his own words, three in five. They have great fecilities for 
disposing of their stolen goods 3 they have, like the London 
thieves, a language of their own, as a part of their educa- 
tion for the life they are initiated in at an early age, and 
thus as it were to ^ve a zest to their criminal adventures. 
The governor, who seemed much concerned about them, as- 
sured me that he considered these wretcfaM boys the most 
4epraved knd hardened set of prisoners he had. They associate 
in gangs; and thus allure many an unsuspecting youth or child 
into their daring, and often very lucrative, pursuits. I found the* 
greater part of the prisoners in their workshops,, weaving cotton 
goods 5 there were about 160 looms at work y but when the 

,^^i— ii— — *^^*i H IM I    a^— , , w Ml— ^.— #«.^. - ■— » I ■-    wm ^ m m  » . i  P— — — — l^^.^^ii^^,^ 

* There were ahout tea or twelve of these wretched boys, whote terms of 
imprisonment had just expired, abput to he discharged at the prison door. 
An establishment; at Manchester, like the Temporary Refuge, under the care 
of the Society in London, would be of ine3tim£d>)q. value in rescuing these. 
unfortunate lads from future crime and n^iy. 
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extensive additional work-rooms are con^ileted, there will be 
about 400 looms ! It would be most desirable if the stepping- 
mill were here introduced^ as an ^cellent instrument of cor- 
riective discipline for a considerable part of the inmatea of 
this Hoase of Correction, such as prisoners sentenced to short 
terms of confinement : in such cases it would be a most ser- 
viceable means of punishment in the hands of the magistrates^ 
who in this crowded district must have a most laborious public 
duty to perform^ in the suppression of crime^ and the maintenance 
of the peace. 

The present allowance of food is 20 oz. of bread per day, and 
a quart of oatmeal porridge for break&st, with a dinner, two 
days of the week, of beef } lb. and of potatoes 1 lb. 5 two days 
they have for dinner 1^ lb. of potatoes, two days a quart of 
peas soup, and one day a quart of ox*head stew, or soup : this 
is. considered to be a necessary diet, and one cause of the non- 
appearance of infectious fevers, &c. for a long period of time 
past. The. surgeon attends daily } complaints of sickness are 
reported tp him by the turnkeys. * The infirmary is . divided 
into two male and two female wards, with yards, but it is in- 
conveniently small for such an extensive prison. Irons are here 
always used on transports sentenced. Two boys of this de- 
scription had on them heavy fetters as a punishment. The 
(^pel is neat, and the classes are separated ; the chaplain attends 
twice on Sundays. There are six turnkeys, two porters, besides 
taskmasters 3 there is no matron f in this large prison, estab- 
lishment, tlm>ugh which so great a number of females pas^ 
every year, and those often of the worst description. J 



Preston House of Correction. 

The number of prisoners committed to this prison u 

Males. FemiJes. Total. . 

1819 1186 211 1397 

1820 1020 .... 184 1204 

1821 763 .... 93 856 

' ' ' ' ' '  '  ' I .   '  ' . I . . i 

* It is important that he should himself go round and see the prisoners daily, 
in order that eyery one may have the certain means of stating his copiplaints. 
t The date of mis yisit is November, 1821. 

X It would be a material improvement in this prison if one of the three great 
ranges of buildings could be entirely appropriated to the women ; the female 
establishment thus formed, might be placed imder the superintendence of a 
matron and female attendants. The prison appears to be remarkably well 
adapted for this arrangement ; and the great desire evinced for improving the 
internal construction of this large establishment, justifies the expectation that 
this subject will daim tiie serious attention of the magistrates. 
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This eonsld^er^l^ dimimitibh fe attributed to the Tery law ofioes 
of provis!oiQs> dind the trade fer wea¥ing/&c. havlhg been brisk, 
so that no honest labourer need be unemplttyed. " 
The account of eammgs for the last year is as iblloWs : — 

An Abstract of the printed Aaotmnt of Eanungs am4 Ca$t if 
Food, with the average Number^ of Prifoners in the House of 
Corirectimi at Ptesiim, for the Year endmg l/iA April 182?. 






Qvaxt^ ending 



AsretageKtmiber 

of 

Prisoners. 



IbtalCost 

of 
Food. 



Total 

gtots amount of 

EinuQgs. 



leZl. July 1^4... 

'.• .... ? . ' 

Oct. 17.... 

1823. Jan. 17. . . . 



■'» 



i r 



Apr. 17'. • • • 



>. I 



« I • 



For the year . . . 



m; 



831 
305 
189 
185 

i rf M ilt 



209 10 

258 9 



d. 



Jt. s. d. 
916 14 5 

440 19 O 



••■'I • 



233 9 8i 237 12 7 



215 2 11 



2024 



916 6 9} 



• ! 



264 la « 



" 



1259 16 6« 



To total cost of food ^' ** ^' 

as above. 916 .'5 9\ 

To disbursements^ 

including prison* - - 

ers \ share of net 

earnings paid on . « . ' ' ; ^ 

dischai^e 431 5 3 

To amount of per 

centage paid the 

governor at 10 

percrait 125 19 6 



^£1473 10 6J 



By gross amount ' 

! oc eamings as 
above 1259 16 6 

Balance to be de- 
f^"^ by the 
county for the 
year......... 213 14 OJ 



jC1473 10 6i 



• * The above sums bar^ bete actiiaHy earned by we^cHnr and deanid^ 
eottdn. All wMte-washing, flaggmg, dating, ]^aiiMSng ; fes&onr and laboorerr 
work, making shirts, ahifU, l^d nearty the whole j of tiie joiners' Wiork) 
wanted in the prison, are done by tiMs pnsoneiis, but no aeepnnt is xfsaika^ 
of atck labour, although the County derives the whole benc^ pf it. 

The prisoners do not work by caiidle^light, ibf #hlifth reaJBon tiie eambi(;fs 
In'tiie winter months are less tlwtt^ those of the aunmMT. < ^ 
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The average number ^of prisoners for the year (being fifty 
weeks,) is 202} , it will appear that each prisoner has cost the 
County a little inoip than JSd. per head weekly, aifter paying the 
prisoners oae-half of their net earnings, and the inspector 10 
per cent. ; as for example — ^202 prisoners, each fifty weeks, at 
5d. per head weddy, amounts to if 210. S$. 4d. 

Costo/a JFeek^s Diet for each Prisoner, fof: Quarter ending Jultf 1822. 

;7 Loaves of bread, each weighing 90. oz. costs l}(2 . . . . O lo| 

a Pound of beef 2|d . . . . O 2j 

1 Pound of stew *. lid O l| 

2 Pounds of oatmeal . . . ^ . i.' .' ', . \\d . . . / O*" 3 

4 Pound of cheese 6d .... O l| 

J Pound of salt .4(1 .;.'. O 1 

2 Pounds of potatoes, at 5^. per load of 240 lbs. \d .... O 0| 



• ». It 






1 H 



The cost of k^ping each prisoner with food for tlie year 
ending I7ih April, 1822, is nearly U. 9jd. per head wetekly 5 as 
tot example-— 202 prisoners, each-50~4veeks, at \s, 9\d. per head 
weekly, amotmts to j^915. 6«. 3di , ' 
. No material change has taken place in the construction and 
internal mafiiag^ment of this |)Hs(fn. "The same' fWatfflfent of 
the females alluded to' in the last Report continues, kid they are 
placed under Hn ofiicer, but ndt^ one of their own seit, a iiractice 
which, it is hoped will not be much longer countenanced. 
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Lincoln Castle ^ County GaoL 

This prison occupies many acres of grd^nd, enclosed by 
the walls of the ancient castle : the situation commands ti^ most 
extensive viiew, and is very healthy. It is built upon the old 
princiiple, and is consequently defective in inspection. It 
%provides classification for four d^rees of male felons, two 
for female pri^nera^ and on^i for ddb tors; , the latter dass 
occupy about Qoer-h^^ of the gaoly. and have the liberty of 
walking in the large open space within the ancient wall in 
^nt of the building. Various improvements have been inade, 
and are in progress, under the direction and archifecturai skill 
of the present gb\^or, without professional aid, and by em- 
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ploying his prisoners as workmen ; by which means the expense 
to the county in these. undertakings is comparatively trifling. 
A quarry of excellent free-stone has been opened within the 
extensive area enclosed by the ancient boundary wall^ and the 
same stone is also burnt into lime in a kiln on the spot : .thus 
provided with materials within their own boundaries, the pri- 
soners are and have been industriously andvUsefiilly employed in 
extending the present inconvenient prison. By these means an 
entire new female department is about to be added, according to 
the design of the governor, by which that description of prisoners 
will be placed in a building and yards separate from the old 
prison, but under the immediate inspection and superintendence 
of their matron, and within view of the govemor*s windows : this 
arrangement will of course allow of a further classification of 
the male prisoners, which in a County Gaol is an object of great 
inoportance. The present nuiober of prisoners is about 65, of 
whom 35 are debtors 5 but the prison is capable of containing 
80 persons : the yards are well flagged with stone, and the body 
of the prison is well ventilated. A new porter's lodge, receiving 
and visiting-room> &c. have been erected by means of the labour 
and materials above mentioned : much praise is due to the 
governor for the exercise of his skill and invention. 



Lincoln City CkLol and Bridewell. 

This prison was erected in 1808, and contains six separate 
dfeusses, each having a day-room and small yard. The plan is 
deficient in inspection, as one yard only can be seen from a 
window oi the gaol«r*s room. The prison is capable of receiv- 
ing 94 persons, including debtors. 

jThe allowance ftir fi>od to each prisoner is 4W. per day, a very 
objectionable mode of providing for prisoners^ in comparison with 
that of a certain ration of food ddivered daily. In consequence of 
the present regidatioa, the gaoler leaves his prison, with the orders 
Of his prisoners^ to puixdiase in the city their articles of food, 
which tkey^ afterwards cook in their day-rooms : these rooms did 
not,, in consequence, appear as might be wished y the floors are 
improperlypaved with brick, a material which breaks into holes, 
9nd is more (Slfhcult to be washed and kept clean than good 
ffee-'Stone. The yards are very small j they might be flagged, 
with great advantage in point of cleanliness and dryness, ami 
ijbundance ef stone might be had, cut and prepared for the 
purpose from the quarry which is worked in flie Castle. The 
cells are spacious, but are improperly lined with wood, which 
is now become nearly black, thus rendering, them verv dark, 

D 2 



36 MIDDLESEX. 

consequently difficult 6f examination^ and by no means . so 
clean and healthy as those with white-swashed walls. Thou^ 
the> prison is a Bridewdl^ there is no eniployipetjd^. Theref isno 
dMhe service, nor any chapilaih ap^itited. .A ^urgeoii attends 
the^^ick. There were ten prisoners i^ cokifiii^mettt whcfn visited; 
six' of whom were misdemeanants. • . . a.-. ^ 
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Newgate— Ladie^AsstkiaHan.' ^ ' ':?: 

•Thb Ladies* Association Tisitmg Newgate' vepoit, A^bat^yfi&km 
few slight alterations, the armngemsntS) ^ihade \ryy'fSb»m'4ni thi^ 
women's side of the prison, eMitiauB: the^isame as for^so]!l0 
time past, ^  :':).■:.■■'• ■•.->;?•• 

The prisoners are placed under the caveof «; matron, and'of a 
sub-matron, the latter of whom kd^iaveliBop ^^snbply'it&e 
women with such artklea of piovisiomiias^&ey < are ;|dto^ to 
purchase 5- she alsoi^ part superintendsr tii& Qntriedi|MK>n^8. 
One or more of ^the meinbers of the^ Association undertalDUf* ttk 
visit the prison every day (Sundays excepted, when other bene- 
volent individuals attend) to reieid the Holy Scriptures to the 
prisoners, and to ise^ct their- cGnd^<ct>^A.W^g9;ik• The adult, 
and children's schools, continue to succeed, and several women 
who tirere wholly Untaught when^hey entered the(iprisqn>'il]d^e, 
in the course of a few months, been-aible4oreadxioIerBbly^we]b 
Work is r^ularty provided by the Ladies, •^whi<^h is pHiidpsliK^ 
disposed of by an aiinu^ sale) for which the womeiitreceiveilMtf 
the amount of their earnings, during.-l^heir iittprisoameiil f flfO 
remamder being ikpi in^ resert^e* till' their discharge,' is £lien 
given them a4; the'discretion:Of>a committee appointed ioriiie 
express purpose of assisting thie prisoners^ by endeavoui^ftg tor 
provide them indth-^ future maintenance, withofa^whkdi -many 
of them would be left inia totally(foii0i»n and destitute «ta|;e^^4]M 
would doubtless become ^ easy prey to >tl«iforce>ol^teiu^tatl0(K 

The Ladieis' Association have the satis&ctioii'to'asdktu^wled^ 
that they have received much kindness ai^ libeyal|t>fiftic(m tb<i 
magistrates : as not only the sheriffs, (to whom the eare'oi^ Ithe 
prison is officially intinisted) but also-' the 'Lord Mayor aiid>Alder-* 
men, have mani^sted lAieir readiness to'Sec<^ the views of ^ih^ 
Association ; and their request for a prL$bn dr«BS for the t(<o]|&^ 
has lately been granted, a regulation Which, is likely to be pro- 
ductive of many advantages. 

The Association . consider it due to the cause of prison dis- 
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qipline to remark^ that> although from the liiodited size of the 
prison, and consequent occasional crowded state of the wards^ it 
is iihpQSsible that the full benefits whioh might result from 
prc^ea* classil&cation and inspection should be derived^ yet it may 
be affirmed, that increasing order and decorum ace obvious, both 
in the general demeanour and language of the prisoners 5 and 
some encouraging instances have been witnedsed, of individuals 
who have continued to conduct themselves with propriety, after 
leaving the prison, and being again expbsed to muchtempta* 
tion: ^ the same, time it is but justice to acknowledge, that 
there have been some |^t)ofs, /that ev^n much labour is not 
always followed with pek'mai^nt success. Deeply, however, as 
they may lament over failures of this kind, they ought not to 
surprise nor discoprage, wh^n it is considered how many of those 
who come imder the notice of this Association, have been trained 
up in the paths of ignorance and vice, from their earliest infiemcy. 
Surely the association have cause to say with humility and grati- 
tude, that there is encouragement to persevere, bdieving thai 
their feebly endeavours have not Iteen in vain, but have mercifully 
been blessed to th^ present, and even lasting benefit of many. 

The Ladies* Association continue to yiiit the women in Oik- 
spur-stre^t prison, where there is a prospect of considerable 
improvement, in consequence of some material alterations having 
been recently made in the building, by .order of the magistrates, 
in compliance with the wishes of the Association. 



Newgate. 

This 'prlaoh is the common gaol for London and Middlesex. 
The average number of prisoners In confinement is about 300, 
of which a very small proportion are London prisoners, the 
great mass being those of the county 3 and all are either con- 
victed of, or charged with, o£fences. * The following have been 
the numbers committed for the last nine years ; — 

Yvin. Males. Females. Total. 

1813 .1591 

1814 :..... 14.^8 

1815 1678 

1816 1644 454 2098 

1817 1993 478 2471 

1818 1746. 470 2216 

1819 1905. 439 2344 

1820 1918 442 2360 

1821 1,698 426 2124 

•* The debtors for London and Middlesei are committed to a separate 
prison, viz. that in Whitecroas-street. 
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There were at the period of this visit, thirty-five prisoners in 
the Press-yard under sentence of death. For these there are 
fifteen cells, aoood sized day-room, and a yard enclosed by very 
lofly walls. iSese cells were in a very good state, and wefl 
ventilated. A candle is allowed in each, in order that the unhappy 
prisoners may, after being locked up in the evening, have tie 
opportunity of readmg their Bibles, or other religious books, until 
ten o'clock ; a regulation which evinces the humane regard that 
is felt for the best weifisure of the prisoners. 

All these condemned prisoners were double-ironed 5 the irons 
are very light (about 4 lbs. only) and may rather be considered 
84 instruments of extra-punishment than of security 5 tW con- 
stant noise they occasion is unfavourable in some respects. 
With the exception of these prisoners^ all others are (since 
the ap|)ointment of the present governor) exempt from wearing 
irons, cases of refractory conduct being of course excepted. 
Hiere are three chief turnkeys, under whom there are eignt 
assistants, besides two watchmen, in all thirteen officers : each of 
the principal turnkeys has his. proper " station*' in the prison. 
The appointment of wardsmen appears to be very serviceable in 
enforcing cleanliness and order in the various wards 3 these are 
generally selected from the transports, who, if they are found 
faithful to the performance of their duties, may have a cohsider- 
able portion of their sentence remitted ; thus the inducement 
to good conduct becomes very powerftQ. Great attention is 
evidently paid to the cleanliness of the prison 3 the quiet, respect- 
ful, demeanour of the prisoners generally, and the attentive 
manners of the turnkeys, indicate a very improved system of 
management, and altogether form a very striking contrast with 
the state of the prison a few years ago. 

The daily allowance of food is lib. of bread and a pint of 
gruel, also a quart of soup, and J lb. of beef, alternately. There 
were but a small number of juvenile prisoners at tMs time, 
three of whom were only ten years of age : they are employed 
at flax dressing : they are also taught to read. In the chape], 
which is much too small for the population of so large a prison, 
the women are not out of sight of the men, which is a serious 
disadvantage.^ It is the more important to attend to this 
subject, as the prisoners assemble in chapel every mioming to 
attend prayers. The prison is stated to be very healthy j the 
present averager number in the infirmaries appears to be about 
nine. The increased attention to the cleanliness of the interior. 



* A gauze screen would be a more effectual prevenlioD for tliis purpose 
than the net-work now used, which does not at all answer the end in riew ; 
the screen should not reach the cieling, lest it obstruct sound. 
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and more especially the enlarged allowance of ^nod, had of late 
years greatly contributed to the healthiness of this confined and 
generally crowded prison. 

In the year 1815, the average number of sipk in the infirma- 
ries of the priison appears^ from the parliamentary returns^ to 
have been forty-two on an average total for the year of 545 
prisoners^ which ^ives a ratio of one in thirteen. In 1816 the 
average number of sick was thirty-two on a total of 483, or one 
in fifteen. In 161 7> for the first nine months (the period of the 
return) it was twenty-seven on a total of 495 prisoners, or one 
in eighteen 3 in the present year, the average number of sigk is 
^timated by the governor of the pddon at fifteen on a total of 
300, or as one in twenty. 

The Female-side of this prison admits of a separation only 
of the tried from the untried-: there were seventy-one females 
at this timie in confinement. It is highly pleasing to find that 
the same excellent system of discipline continues to be zea- 
lously followed up by the benevolent Ladies, whose admirable 
labours are now in the sixth year of. their exercise. With the 
view of securing a greater degree of attention to the various 
important objects- of their concern, the Ladies have adopted the 
plan of dividing thetnselves into small committees, each of which 
undertakes the charge of the particular object for which it is sip- 
pornted. Thus the first business,'on the admission of a convicted 
prisoner, is to ascertain,, as far as is practicable, her former cir- 
cumstances as to education, mode of life, &c. in order to assign 
to her the proper place or class in which she is to be placed; — ^this 
concern devolves upon the ''classing committee." If it is 
discovered that the' prisoner is unable to read, this committee 
orders her, provided she is willing, to be instructed, and to be 
placed in the adult school, where she is engaged for some hours 
every day : her young ancLhelpless children, if she has any with 
her, are placed in the infant school, for which there is a small 
room appropriated. If, on inquiry into the prisoner's habits of 
liife or connections, it is found that she has associates in the 
prison with whom it would be injurious that she should have 
continued intercourse, it is the object of this committee to isiee 
that she is so biassed amongst the other prisoners as to prevent 
such intercourse, as for as the very contracted means of classifica- 
tion will allow. 

There are nine wards or apartments, which can accommodate 
from four to twenty female convicts in each ; to these there is 
but one airing yard attached, an inconvenience which materially 
interferes with the benefit of classification. The various kinds 
of work performed by the prisoners, also engage the attention 
of distinct commKtees,.cach consisting of two or more ladies. 
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who attend indivkiually in rotation once a week^ to exalfline 
tbeir respective accounts of work done by each prisoner ; they 
also apportion the share of earnings^ viz. one half of the value to 
be paid weekly^ the remainder to be reserved for the prisoner on 
her discharge 5 and they give out a fresh supply of materials for 
the ensuing week. The several descriptions of WQrk> to each 
of which a committee is appointed^ are« knittings rug-making, 
patch«work^ &ncy articles, baby-linen^ and reEidyrmade-linen. 
There is also a committee to attend to thQ dothing of the 
prisoners^ and another to rdieve discharged prisoners. They 
extend their, care as far as theif, means wm permit towards the 
most urgent cases of dischairged fbnmles} to «everd of such they 
have been able to retider assistance on their return into society, 
and vj^ry jigreeaUe"ace(miit8 have in some hlstaitces reached 
tiie committee, of persons thus relieved filling situations with 
credit, a^d fidelity^ • The«:fedii^ of. gn^tude on the part of 
many of these unfortum^te yvomea towards the ladies^ for their 
hnniane endeavours to snaich them from the path of in&my 
and destruction, must doubtless operate as a powerful stimulus 
to future preservation of character on their return to liberty, 
by removing that feeling of desperation and worthlessness 
w;l^di seems to attend the abandoned and the dmaved. For 
the last year and nine months the Ladies have kept an ac- 
count in their register of the number oi females who were 
found to be uneducated^ a^d the following striking results 
appear. In 18$Sl the number <)f women recdlved under their care 
was 116,^ of whom ._ seventy-three cotdd read, and forty-three 
Were unable to read or write. .In nine months of the present 
year the total number was sixty-six^ of whom forty-six could 
read, but twenty were unable to read or write. By inquiry of 
the females the Ladies ascertained, .that of the whole numb^, 
viz. 182, not one had been educated at any of the schools upon 
the British aystem of education, and one only had heea at a 
National school, but in that instance she remained at the school 
only two weeks, so that it may fairly be excluded from the 
account* As both Institutions, it is well known, have been in 
extensive <^peration in and about the metropolis ftn* many years, 
and by &r the larger prc^rtion of the female convicts at New^ 
gate are under twenty-five years, of. age, ilhis circumstance is 
deserving of notice, as affording to the fiiends of the new nys- 
tems, sensations of the most heartfdt encotinigement; A similar 
inquiry has also been made amongst the same females asto their 
attendance at Sunday schools, and the result is, that for the last 
yjear and nine months only three female criminals have been 
found who have ever attended a Sunday sdiool. 
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The following is the aocount of artidee pf work manufiicUired 
by the females for the last year. 

Clothing for the Poor, 

Men's calico and doth shirts 154 

Women's. . i Ditto . . . ^shifts • 133 

Ditto. ...... . . print gowns. . . 1 . . • 94 

Ditto flannel coats .113 

Ditto. caps 78 

Infants* and children's ^ocks ].../•• 1041 

Ditto. \^ gowns ...... J ..... . 1100 

Ditto shirts J ... 1098 

Ditto caps ! w . 1924 

Ditto .flannel robes and doats. . . . 661 

Ditto . pair of stays J 2«r 

Ditto pincloths 114 

Ditto. print shirts . ' 50 



Total 6786 



Knit stockings and sodis '. 1 120 pair 

Bdl ropes ,.,.... 100 ditto 

Carriage and hearth rugs 40 

Toilette covers^ needle cases^ pincushions^ &(i.. . 3()0 
^Gentlemen's and ladies^ patdi-wotk* dressings i 
g6wns: '...l J ^ 



GiUspur Street Prison, and House of Correction ^or the 

City oj^ London. ' 

Since the removal of the ddbtors to the prison in Whitecross- 

i street, in ;1815, that part of Giltspur-street prisoui which was 

formerly cjccupied by such prisoners^ has been converted into a 

House of Correction for felonies, for assaults, and misdemeanors, 

, committe(i within the City jurisdiction.t The other objects of 

police for I which .this ppso^ isisei apart {are, for persons appre- 

I hended on; nighit diarges/and lodgea theiie for the nightj for the 

' detention of accused persons, or such as are remanded for further 

examination 5 and lastly, for vagrants apprehended within the 

boundaries of the City. 

The present average number in the prison for the whole year, 
is estimated by the governor to be 120 persons. 

The fallowing statement shows the extent of commitments to 
this prison for the City of Jjondon, distinguishing the common 
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or untried side, from the House of Correction prisoners, for the 
last six years. 









TO THE COMMON 


PRISOi}. 










Yeare 


FELONIES. 


ASSAULTS. 

•  •  


MISDE- 
MEANORS. 


VAGRANTS. 


TOTAL. 

• 


Males. 


Fe-* 
ojlales. 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 


Males. 


Fe. 

males. 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 


Males. 


Fe- 
males. 


Total. 

4633 


1816 


794 


216 


490 


64 


1738 


,1831 


indnded to 
Miademeaoora. 


3022 


1611 


1817 


881 


278 


717 


283 


837 


692 


156S 


717 


4003 


1970 


5973 


1818 


916 


260 


543 


94 


985 


736 


675 


372 


3.119 


1462 


4581 


1819 


975 


258 


555 


101 


1035 


592 


496 


297 


3061 


1248 


4309 


1820 


962 


219 


555 


96 


1017 


561 


644 


343 


3178 


1219 


4397 


1821 


679 


267 


587 


114 


1211 


665 


452 


245 


2929 


1291 


4220 




TO THE H0U8B OF CORRECTION. 


1816 


64 


12 


2 


1 


21 


7 


included in 
Misdemeanors. 


S7 


20 


107 


1817 


64 . 


17 


5 


1 


21 


6 


1 


4 


^1 


28 


119 


1818 


53 


15 


• • 


• • 


47 


8 


91 


5 


191 


28 


219 


1819 


55 


15 


4 


• • 


69 


1^ 


15 


5 


143 


32 


175 


1820 


47 


26 


• • 


• • 


98 


12 


29 


3 


174 


41 


215 


1821 


37 


19 


1 


2 


93 


8 


26 


2 


157 


31 


188 


G 


rand Total of Commitments' to Giltspur-street Prison an 

House of Correction. 

^ — — . _ . _ .^ . . . . _ 1 


id 






TEAR. 


MALES. 


FEMALES. 


TOTAL. 






1816 


3109 


1631 


4740 
' 6092 








1817 


4094 


1998 








1818 


3310 


1490 


4800 


m 




• 


1819 


3204 


1280 


4484 




• 




1820 


3352 


1260 


4612 






• 


18^ 


11 


3086 


ISQQ 


AdnQ 




» 




1 














J 



. The general employment in the House of Correction^ is 
grinding corn for the use of this prison, and that of Newgate 3 
this is performed by a hand-mill^ capable of being worked by ten 
men 5 it is very hard labour, and is only fit for able-bodied men. 
For the juvenile prisoners, bruising flax is the chief employment ; 
^wing woods has also been intioduced. The women are en- 
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gaged at spinnings washings &c. j for these there k no matron 3 
their number is very fiuctuatmg. The allowance of earnings on 
the grinding^ is a penny per bushel to the prisoners^ who expend 
it in articles of food. The prison is very dean, but the 
classification is very deficient for a prison receiving so lai^ 
a number and variety of offenders : on the untried side there 
are but four dasses, and the separation of them by no means so 
complete as is desirable 5 and in the House of Correction there 
are but three classes^ viz. men, boys, and women. There are 
five turnkeys, besides watchmen. The diet is the same as that 
at Newgate. The bread for both establishments is baked in 
this prison. 



Middlesex County House of Correction, Cold-bath-fields. 

The very extensive machinery for the employment of the pri- 
soners by tread- wheels, is now completed in this large House of 
Correction 3 in eight of the yards a wheel has 'been erected^ 
capable of working thirty person^ upon it at a time, so that 
including relays, upwards of 300 prisoners may be kept io 
r^ular employ. Great difficulty^ presented itself in the first 
instance^ in discovering to what puipose so great a power (equal 
to about forty horses) could be profitably applied 3 it was at 
length resolved to leave this subject as a matter for future 
consideration 5 and the engineer was directed to attach a re- 
gulating fly-wheel to the machinery,* b]^ tiie resistance of 
which the power is expended in- the air. The disadvantage, 
however, of this waste of labour is now increasingly to be 
r^retted, as in consequence of the non-application of the 
power to any useful purpose, whereby a daily interest in its 
operations would be excited in the minds of the officers, it i» 
evident that this excellent species of discipline is not main- 
tained in this prison with that vigour and spirit with which it 
would otherwise have been kept up, nor attended with the im-** 
portant effects which would in that case have been the result; 
There is ample space either within or without the walls for the 
erection of a mill-house, where machinery at no great additional 
expense might be set up, and applied to grind flour for the cori- 



* If this fly-wheel were placed upon a stand a few feet higher, it wonld 
then appear as a conspicuous object above the boundary wall, and would 
attract public notice, as a very expressive symbol of the stepping-igrheel tceat- 
ment going forward within the prison walls, by which its imugiiuury terrortf 
might probably be 8«rviceably Extended. 
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Bumptlon of this prison (which on an average contmns from 600 
^ 700 |;»ri8oners throughout the year)) and also for the supply 
of the n9%hbouruig prison of Clerkenwell^ under the same 
inagUterial jurisdiction^ by which means a cbnsiderable annual 
paving might probably accrue to the county : there are also 
several large workhouses in the immediate vicinity. After the 
oerformance of so serviceable an operation^ any extra-power 
icom ijhe machinery might then be expended by a regidatiDg 
0y-wheel. 

A large portion of the female prisoners take their share of this 
discipline, as also the juvenile prisoners in their respective yards. 
The state of the females^ who at this time amount in number to 
139^ calls for early and serious attention 3 they consist of all 
descriptions of bad character, convicted by the police ma^trates 
of the metropolis, and the magistrates of the county :' they are 
not cla89ed, neither have they any matron or female officer to 
attend them. The number of tun&eys to this prison is twelve. 
- A great improvement has recently taken place in the regula- 
tion respecting visitors : formerly the friends of the prisoners 
were £reely admitted every day of the week (Sundays excepted,) 
and the prison presented a sc^ie of bustle, if not of confiislon, 
totally inconsistent with the character of a House of Correction 
and of punishment: At present, the time for visitors is limited 
to one day in the week, between the hours of twelve and two, 
by which regnlation alone, the sentence of confinement in this 
prison must, in its character, be to many of its fjeoniliar inmates 
materially altered. 

Another important improvement of late adopted in this prison, 
is in providing the means of inspecting the day-rooms and 
yards of the various classes, without the personal appearance of 
tiie inspector. This baa been effected by loop holes, armed with 
iron firames and shutting plates 3 these, opening into the pri- 
aoncrs' day-rooms, afford the means of easily inspecting them 
from the main passages of the prison, through which the 
officers are continually passing and repassing : — the yards are 
also capable of being inspected in the same manner.* 

:ii« Similar contrlmnoM are<gtnmgly recommended for adoption in prisons, 
jfcfipkoisnC which do^not afford general inspection. To provide inspection 
Uito ^ airing yards, grated wickets with covers may be easily contrived in 
ue doors, the same ais(D in those of the day-rooms. In rooms which, as in 
liie.piison above, are accessible only by passmg through the prisoners' yards, 
(whereby notice would be readily g^ven of the approach of the officer) inspec- 
lion may be often conveniently obtained by means of the loophole as above 
described, which should be so bevilled off within the room, as to expose aa 
laiich oC the interior to the eye of the inspector as possible. The iron frame 
irork prevents the wall from being weakened in that part. The von plate 
Idling down owr the aperture, should be so contrived as to-Uove irithout 
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The chapel of ihftTp^on id badly plaiiAed j the pulpit^ kistead 
of being in the ceMrd, ^ho\dd hate beisin pleLeed against liie waB 
of ^thlfr circular toom, by tvtich meand all the prisoners might be 
arranged tn.froint o^ j;he ehaplaiiiif; and the several classes migM 
be easily prevented- ^from seeing eadi 6ther^ especially thi^ 
females^ who; according to the present eireiilaf amu^emenl; 
nnist.be exposed.to vi^; 

The foHoviring i# aii; dcoount of .the eoinmitments ei eveiy 
desc^^^on tQfthi« Bouse ofi^orreeticHi for the last nlney^^irsif j 

 * Year. '~i'- ' • Bjfaies."'* ' ' VttaM. " ' TiML '' 

. 1813 . .•. . .1272: . . . . eZ9. ...... . i 1901 ^ •'<' 

1814.. .......1313 ....... .^11... ....;. 1924 '• 

1815. . . . ; . . . : 1681. : . . ; . .- . . 669. . . . .«S50 ' • 

* 1816 2178 697. . : ; r.- . ,287^ ' * 

* 1817 2947, . . ^♦^ , • . 720 3667 

1818. ; 3154 748 3902 

1819 vVvM«€|*^/V^. . ..• V . 7I4r;. .,'. 3715 

1820 ?683 639 3322 

1821. ..^ivSj626;:.iv....759.i.wi. .;^'Mf9 *' . 

. ■• •• * / a: :  .. . ^■. . . ". •• .■ ..^:.--j '  .. ml 

. The number <^, vagy^ts (c^ d^s inciudad ia th$ ^dbaic^e) bav«i 
been as under :-r i::: ,i . :. .ii . 



Years. Ko» 

1810 ...,265 

1811 i305 

1812 293 

1813 333 

1814 ,;,292 

1815 ,.664 



YearM ); N«w 

1816. wi 789 

1817..:.. ..14M 

1818.4. ....!.. 1785 
1819... •....*. 1589 

1820...., ii287 

1821 ....1028 



The prison has b^en much thronged t -the greatest number of 
prisoners at onetilofie m 1820 was 464t ^the titne of this visit 
there ^ere 688^ afiid it is now sdddn*- uader that ntunber. The 
great and increasibg numbers comau[t|(^ -to this prison^ render 



any notse, and- at the some time bt eecnTe^- tM if- posable qbite inaccesabte 
to the prisoner m^h)p, the rooofu The siz^pl^the aperture, only requijsf to 
be targe enough for tHe ej^e of the inspector conveniently to view the interior . 
the largi^r itis;' the- easiS' it wlH attract ttotfciiiMrtn the prisonrcr. Th^ very 
tdek-^vhtkug^tYiaBkaBir^xi/^^ htJk lA^good eflfiwt in intimidatini^ 

a body iyfpidsoitffl'«,agKinttdisbiBolfcdy«iBr nttBcklmuB projects :— ^the«irderi^. 
prisoner it can make >no difference whateirer. , ; . 

* A return presented to the House of Commons show^ that in 1816, of 2875. 
prisoners, 145 ^ere sent toHhe itifirmaries, and eleven died. In 1817, of 3667^ 
prisonenr, 226 were sent 4nto'the infirmaries, -and twenty died^ In 1820,' 
of 3322 prisoners, there were dght deaths ; and in 1881, of 3379, seven only 
died. 
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classification and the adoption of beneficial arrangements in some 
cases difficult. A large proportion are vagrants^ who pre com- 
mitted in great numbers^ and for a longer period than formerly^ 
under the new Vagrant Act : for this description of prisoners an 
aflditional yard has been appropriated, with a wooden buildingat- 
tached^ onUie floor of which these miserable objects sleep on straw. 
Some of them are almost without any ^clothing whatever^ and 
most of them have a very wretched appearance -, a large portion 
iS^tere boys, many of whom= were found at night sleejnng in tiie 
public Inarket places, and in tlie brick fields about the metropolis, 
m a state of utter destitution, and living during the day by 
begging or pilfering. Some of these vagrants are placed upon 
the wheals ; they receive the usual ration of bread. The allow- 
ance of food to the felons is 2 lbs. of bread per day^ and |lb. 
of meat every other day. 



New Prison, ClerkenweU. 

To tlu» prison^ persons chargedwith offences of every descr^ 
tkm are committed by the Middlesex magistrates^ as well as 
by the police nugistrates. A considerable number are cbm- 
mitted for re-examination only, others remain here until trial at 
the sessions, and many are brought in by the police officers at 
night for re-rexamination the next day^ there is consequently a 
contiBual fluctuation of prisoners day after day in this prison. 

The foHowingis a stateknent of the mimber of persons com- 
mitted for the last seventeen years : — 
Inthe5rearI60&. . ....iv2444 

1806 .i.2129 

1807 ;t.2*54 

, 1808 .^^.u> 2346 

•it •.. (;1809 ,•♦.«;*■ *.v^21^: 

., ,., J, lS10..,y.i,248a 

1811 2726 

1812 2830 

1813 ..3414 



.t. 



1814 vs2708 

1815. 3291 

1816 3847 

, 1817 4046., 

1818 4112, 

1819 3879 

1820 3609 

1821 4622 

17th Oct 1822 4204 

The proportion of femffles to males for the last five years^ is 
^timated by the governor to be^ on an average^ one»third. 

Very few vagrants are received here ; there are no debtors, 
aild the convicted criminals are sent to the House of Correotion. 

The number of prisoners liberated at the conclusion of the 
se$sions is sometimes very . considerable ; on a late occasion 
two hundred and seventy prisoners were dischai^ed by proT 
elamation : to those who appear destitute, one shilling is given 
by order of the magistrates. This prison appears to be very 
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healthy, and: th^ inprtali^ is remarkably small. Of 11»095 
persons Committed. tp this prison in three years, 346 wer^ 
qent into tiie infirmaries> and there were oidy six deaths ; 
and in the year comprising the heaviest number^ there wm 
no deaths; it is« however, difficult to sta.te the average peiiod 
of confiaement per head for the yearj^ the aven^ numlber 
in the prison far the year is computed by the governor to be 
150. The prison, has been completed about three years; it 
is built in a very substantial manner, but if it had been intended 
to exclude the governor and officers from the inspection of tl^ 
prisoners, the plan of the prison-buildings could not have beeii 
more effectually contrived. The foundations, tjie floors, and tbie 
pavement of th^ yards and passages, are of granite, a st9^ 
not so well adapted for the latter purposes as free-stqoej^ as its 
£ur&ce is very roughs and consequently very diMcalt to be 
tlujN^Vghly washed ^d ^ept clean : it also retains the water. 
Tlxere are at present about fifty female prisoners here (convicts) 
from the House of Correction, Cold-bath-fields ; * they are under 
the superintendence of a matron, and are fully napplied with 
,Work. The allowance of food is the same as at the ffous^jof 
Correction, and clothing is allowed to prisoners w)u) ^m.fsitest^ 
idisolutely require it. 

' Genial Peniteniiarifj VilWani. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE. 
fOrdtr^ by fkeMmtae q^ CoMmoiw, to 4hs Printed, 15 Harek^ 1822.) 

The Committee have the saiisfistctibn to report^ thatth^ whote 
of the buildings comprising the Penitentiary are nov^' ^completed, 
with the exception'of a store-room for the steward, and some 
other erections, of a very trifling natufe ; and that prisoners may 
be admitted, as; soon as orders for their removal frt)m4he prisohs 
ih Wli^ch they iure now confincid, can be carried into effect. 

The numlAsr^of prisoners for whoicn provision ha9 been made 
in the Penitentiary, rlEither exceeds the intended number of 1000, 
(OOO'maksand ^fc)0 females) than falls short of it. There were 
within its wsQls, at the Sl^t December last, 708 convicts. The 
p^esent titlmber ts 723 ; viz. 399 nddes, and 324 females. 

* The ifdOmH wUch'thefte women fmi ti considerable time of the day, 
diligently employed under the eye of their matron, opeivs immediately into 
their jrard; inthebtii^ wall of which there ^u% windows, provided with blinds, 

ivlii<*h nbsfrnint. liorYit. hut. frtMAxr Ailmif. t.TiA a\r. It. is vprv Hi>airAKlA tliof inoana 




weather, especially whilst females are employed at their sedentary occupations 
in the room ; a fire is allowed in each of these day-rooms : whenever that is 
the case, an apartment is effectaaU];^ provided with the means of ventilation. 
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Alai^'poTtinlaf tteOoor'lrahtedfbr inddbf^ ^ priBoncrt' 
br^. Is now groutad irithin the prison, ia tbe ndn placed la 
pentagon No.'Sj' and the whole of the water rajaired is i^ttd 
bf'twd nMcrimM^es, Worked bjr the prisoners ; and 'a iStelataa 
odm-miB vrlll virr booh be pdt in actibn iil pentagon No. 6.* 

TM conduct of tl^ officen of the praOn has. been in ^e^eiii 
BKSstaiHarf '; but the notice of the cojbaaitet htA been dniwn, 
in Some inStences, to 8 breach' of one of the poeitivB rales of lite 
estsblishdient, against striking any prisoner, except in tlffi caae 
at edf-deftoee. No tmnptaint had been made on tbe subject 
bf tbe itidividnals who had received the, improper treabnent, 
tlMN^ many opportanifles had been offbred 1o them i nor Si 
aaj serioafl Injury ' ^ipear to have been received. The com* 
mittee lam, tberefbre, thought it niflicient to reprimand, in the 
Btrongeet inaQniN', the oflGeer concemedj and to eafintw t]ie 
necessity of fanplicit obedience to the niating rules, by annoonc- 
Ing the penalty of immediate dismissal, on any fiiture breai^ 
of them. 

In the icMrait (tf Ust year ISprsoners have been l^Jt&ed; 
SSO have Vetn Confirmed by tbe1lk;ht Bererend the Loiil Bbhi^ 
df London ; and 807 have recelred the holy sacrament. 

An the prisoners attend school twice a Week, '.atber for In- 
8lniction,or as monitors; and very great benefit seems to have 
arisen from the.practice of having a portion of tbe Holy Scrip- 
tures read to them daily, by a prisoner standing in the passage 
of each ward. 

Tbe condnCt at dte.^KlsaneM at the scbodle has been in 
general, doriiw the 1^ y(^, yei7 satis&ctorf ; aa.bas alsp their 
Behaviour in ifie oli^^ . , . . . 

TbB report. of the medici^ ^cers concerning the health of 
the priscHiers, dnrtoe the, y^ endiag on the 31st December 
1621, is vary &vourable,as vnll.appcar by the foUowing extract : 

" By a K&rence to our montUy reports, it will be seen, that 
there have <U^, in the year 1^1, eight males and nine females, 
mftking seventeen in all ; whichi according to the convict popu- 
lation of the establishment, eihibitB a degree of health scarody 
surpassed in the most salubrious town or village in the emigre." 

It is remarked, in the same r^tprt, that a case ctf ague, whid 
occurred in the course of that year, is the only instance in which 
that compliunt has made its qipeaianoe since the opening of the 
establishioeat. 

In the course of the year 1821) thirty male prisoners, and 
forty-two females have left the Penitentiary ; of whom fifteen 
males and twenty-two females, have been discharged at the 

 Thett mills ar* irotkhi by (he hand. . 
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regular termination of their respective imprisonments; and 
fifteen males and twenty females have been pardoned. 

The attention of the committee is now particularly directed to 
the revision of the dietary for the prisoners ; when the rules and 
regulations were first drawn^ previous to the opening of the 
Penitentiary for the reception of convicts in 1816^ the opinions 
of those who were supposed to have most knowledge and expe- 
rience upon the subject of prison diet, was in favour of a liberal 
allowance of food to prisoners, who were not to be allowed to 
receive any thing from their friends out of doors, or to purchase 
provisions with any part of their earnings. 

The practice of the best regulated prisons was, at that time, 
in conformity to this opinion j and upon this opinion and prac- 
tice, as well as upon the advice of the medical gentlemen attached 
to the establishment, the dietary hitherto in use at Millbank was 
founded. Since that time material reductions have taken place 
in the dietaries of several of the Gaols and Houses of Correction, 
which are conducted upon the same principle with that adopted 
at the Penitentiary, viz. the principle of confining the prisoners 
entirely to prison dietary ; and from what has taken place in 
those prisons, as well as from their own observations, the Com- 
mUtee are convinced that the allowances at Millbank are on too 
liberal a scale. It is, however, a matter of some difficulty, to 
determine the decree in which the dietary of the Penitentiary 
shall be reduced, ror it might not be safe to limit a prisoner, who 
is to be confined for five^ seveii, or ten years, to the same dietary^ 
which might not prove injorioUB to his healUi, during the shorter 
periods for which prisonerB are under punishment in a county 
gaol or house of oonection. The committee are desirous of 
weighing this matter wdl, and of procuring all information that 
can be obtained upon the subject, before they proceed to settle 
a new dietary ; since it is impossible to make any change of 
fiDod in a prison of the size of the Penitentiary, without some 
inconvenience ; and it is obviously a less evil, that the prisoners 
should continue, for a short time, to enjoy a small quantity of 
food beyond what is necessary for their subsistence, than for 
want of sufiicient consideration, the dietary should now be so 
altered, as to require alteration again at no great distance of time. 
Since the last report, there have been no bye-laws, rules, and 
regulations, nor alterations or additions, confirmed by the Jus- 
tices of the Court of King's Bench, under the Act 52 Geo. III. 
c. 54. s. 7. 

The committee subjoin a statement of the expenses of the 
establishment, as well as of the earnings of the prisoners, during 
the year 1821. 
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ACCOUNT OF KARWINGS. 



Division of Earnings. 

To officer's per centage of 
I -8 th on 5,300/. 6 s. for 
mannfiEu;tory - - - - 662 10 9 

To prisoners <Utto l-8th for 
manufactory* - 662 10 9 

To prisoners l-4th of 
751/. 2*. 6rf. for 
service of prisoners 
npon whidi no per 
centage is allowed 
to officers - - 187 15 8 

850 6 5 

Hemaioing 3-4ths to estab> 
lishnjent 4538 11 4 



Male Prisoners. 

By amount of earnings for work sent out 
of the prison, and for the service of the ' 
estabUshment - 3468 11 

By the value of 
the services of pri- 
soners acting as 
wardsmen, cooks, 
bakers, &c. - - 240 9 6 

3709 6 

Female Prisoners. 

By amount of earnings for 
work sent out of the prison, 
and for the estab- 
lishment - - 1831 15 

By vaUie of services 
of prisoners acting 
as wardswomen in 
the laundry, kitch- 
en, &c. - - - 510 13 



Total - ^6051 8 6 



-2342 8 



Total - S 6051 8 6 



i 



To amount of expense incurred, 
between the 1st January and 
the 31st December 
1821 . - - 



EXPENSE OF THE ESTABLISHMENT. 

Deduct amount of stores remaining on hand, 
in the steward's department, at 31st Dec. 



1821 - i - - '^i'^'1429 10 
. 27,279 12 2|Ditt(y in the ma«t«t<J 

manufacfeorer's . . de<« 
partment h. - .,* ^413 16 6 
Ditto - debts due to 
ditto, for work dotie 
by the prisoners - 1757 2 1 



Total - £27,279 12 2 



-6600 9 1 



By profit of 3-4thR of prisoners' 
earnings accruing to the estab- 
lishment ------- 4538 



11 



Net expense 



16,140 11 



Total - £ 27,279 12 2 



General Penitentiary,") 
Ulh March, 1822. J 



By Order of the Committee, 

(Signed) C- BATHURST. 



* Payable on his or hfer discharge. Sect. 4. rule 14, Regultitions, &c. 
The prisoner Is liable to make good any wilful injury to any tools or jnaterisb 
out of his per centage; which " may also be declared by the committee to 
be forfeited, in whole or in part, by any attempt to escape, or other offence 
within the prison, appearing to them to deserve such punishment." 
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Tothill Fields Bridewell, Westminster, 

This prison continues to be the most defective of any in the 
metropolis 5 ne change has taken place in it since the Report of 
last year -, the same evils continue therefore unreformed^ and it 
does not^appear that any further progress has yet been made in 
the arrangements necessary for the erection of a new prison. 
The zealous efforts of the governor to maintain cleanliness and 
good order continue unabated ; and his system of management 
appears to be so well directed^ that, notwithstanding the most 
palpable defects in the construction of this prison, he has dis- 
pensed with the general use of irons on any of his prisoners. 

The following account shows the number of persons com- 
mitted to this prison for offences, on trial or otherwise, distin- 
guishing males from females 5 also the number of vagrants and 
of debtors for the last nine years : — 





' 










Years. 


Male. 


Female. 


Vagrants. 


Debtors. 


Total. 


1813 


• • • • 


... 


207 


... 


1260 


1814 


« • • • 


... 


151 


» t . 


1361 


1815 


•   • 


• . . 


160 


• • . 


1490 


1816 


975 


496 


168 


191 


1830 


I8I7 


1045 


455 


894 


258 


2652 


1818 


1054 


456 


670 


268 


2448 


1819 


1045 


480 


808 


294 


2627 


1820 


1003 


446 


684 


271 


2404 


1821 


1127 


504 


535 


590 


2456 



NORFOLK. 



Norwich Castle County Gaol. 

The new prison has been begun on the Castle Hill, the plan 
of which wiU afford inspection and classification to a consider^ 
able extent. As the Act provides that it shall be also a House of 
Correction, one of the newly invented tread-mills is to be set up, 
from which many advantages may be confidently expected. The 
new Shire Hall is to be erected on the north-east side of the 

e2 
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Hill, into which the prisoners will be brought for trial direct 
from their prison, by means of a subterraneous staircase and 
passage : thus the great trouble and public expense of conveying 
a body of persons for trial to a distance, the public ex]>osure of 
them by the way, and the risk, always more or less attendant 
on such occasions^, will be avoided, as regards the assizes held at 
Norwich. It is h6ped that the time is not distant, when those 
held at Thetford will be removed to the capital of tlibs^county. 



The City Gaol and Bridewell. 

This prison having been some time since presented as unfit 
for the purposes required of it, and no measures having been in 
consequence taken, a fine of £ 500 was imposed upon the city 
by the Judges at the last assizes. 
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County Gaol and House of Correction. 

The quarterly reports of the visiting magistrates continue to 
bear testimony to the cleanliness and good order that prevails 
throughout this prison. 

With the exception of pin-heading, which has been relin- 
quished, t;he employment is the same as ireported in 1820, viz. 
two mills for grinding corn (worked by hand), and wire draw- 
ing } the latter has been extended, and now employs thirteen 
men. There is a bakehouse in the prison, where the produce of 
the mills is made into bread for the prisoners, and to supply the 
General County Infirmary : the surplus of flour and the offal is 
disposed of in the town. 

The profit arising firom the employment of the prisoners, for 
twelve months, has been j^44. 195. 3d. The gross amount of 
earnings for twelve months, has been ^144. 14 «. Id. 

The amount of the prisoners' earnings appiears small, particu- 
larly on the vnre-drawing, there being a heavy drawback for 
carriage from and to Birmingham, where only it can be ob- 
tained ', but though not profitable in a pecuniary point of view, 
yet it appears to be extremely useful for the purposes of cor- 
rection, — ^having become the dread (as the gaoler states) of tres- 
passers and deer stealers. 
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Irons are used only for convicts, and prisoners under sentence 
of death 5 excepting occasionally for desperate characters com- 
mitted for trial. 

The following is an account of the late committals to this 
prison : — 

To the Gaol. House or Con ectiun. 

From March 1819 to March 1820 170 112 

1820 1821 150 122 

1821' 1822. . . . 150 232 

Total in three years 470 466 

Recommittals during that period 21 19 

One of the female prisoners is appointed monitor, but there 
is no matron or female officer. The number of inferior officers 
employed in the prison is four, viz. two turnkeys, one baker, 
and one night watchman. 



Peterborough Town GuoL 

This prison is situated at the gateway of the cathedral. The 
gaoler's house is in front, through which is the entrance into 
the prison, consisting of one jrard, with three or four cells 
opening into it 3 these are vaulted, and apparently form part of 
an ancient crypt 3 the floors, being two or three feet below the 
level of the yard, were in a damp state. One only of these cells 
was occupied, and by a stout young man committed for robbing 
a dwelling-house 3 he was the only inhabitant of this old and in- 
secure prison 3 he had made several attempts to escape, having 
excavated the floor at one time, and the wall of his cell at 
another. He was at the time of this visit heavily ironed, seated 
upon a barrack bed of straw in one of these dungeons, in a very 
turbulent and exasperated state. The gaoler urgently complained 
of the insecurity of the building, and the frequent escapes of 
his prisoners in consequence. 



Peterborough Town Bridewell. 

This is a closely confined building in one of the central 
streets. The keeper's rooms occupy the front, from thence a 
door opens into a passage containing a row of six or seven cells 
on one side 3 the other side of the passage looks into a small 
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narrow yard^ which the prisoners are allowed to enter only fpr 
about half an hour every day^ as the yard is wholly insecure. At 
one end of it is the privy, and in the middle is an open receptacle 
for the sweepings and tilths serving as a manure pit, which is 
emptied and carted oflF from time to time : this is a very offen- 
sive and disgraceful nuisance. The ,cells, but especi^y the 
passage in front of them, were in a very damp state; to 
remedy this evil in some degree, a stove is in use in the winter. 
The male and female prisoners in these cells can converse with 
each other. There were three men within these walls at this 
tune, but as many as twenty were here at one time last winter, 
who were so riotous, that on locking them up at night, the 
keeper has called in two or three constables to assist him to 
perform his duty. There is no chaplain, nor religious service in 
this place : booKs are lent to the prisoners by the keeper. Fre- 
quent limewashing proves of great benefit in this prison. Water 
is brought in for the . aupply of the prisoners. A large upper 
room is used as a work-room, where beating and dressing hemp 
is carried on. There is also a smaU day-room or kitchen below. 
A new prison appears to be peremptorily requisite in this town, 
which should supersede both the present lamentable places of 
confinement. 
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House of Correction for the Toum and County of 

Nottingham. 

The additions to this prison, mentioned to be in conteinpla- 
tion in the former Report, are now in progress. Three new 
flagged court-yards, each ten yards by six, are completed, with 
a day-room attached to each, having fire-places. A constant 
supply of firesh water is provided for the use of the prisoners, and 
pipes convey the same to the new privies, in order to cleanse 
them. 

The additional rooms are occupied, — first, by boys convicted 
of felony ; second, petty offenders j third, felons employed as 
shoemakers, tailors, &c. where there are prisoners who have 
been used to those trades. Twenty additional lodging rooms, 
calculated for two prisoners in each room 5 an improper arrange- 
ncient, . as it is of the first consequence that they should sleep 
singly. The whole of the labouring work in the new buildings 
has been performed by the prisoners, which has saved the cor- 
poration fouJT or five hundred pounds. Plans are also in progress 
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for the erection of a corn -mill, and also a chai>el. Six iron 
machines for breakinig flax have very recently been mtroduced, 
and a quantity of unswingled Bax brought in, to be manufactured 
by the prisoners. 

The niunber of prisoners at present is 41, which is a much 
smaller number than usual -, and there have been fewer recom- 
mitments last year than before. The low price of provisions, 
and the greater plenty of employment, have probably lessened 
the inducements to crime. Irons are not. used in this prison, 
except after an attempt to escape. The women are under the 
care of a matron, and are furnished with employment. 
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C^nty Gaol and House of Correction at Oakham. 

This is the only prison for the county. It is calculated to 
contain 32 prisoners, and this number is seldom exceeded. No 
a];teration has been recently made in the buildings, but the 
several yards have been flagged. 

Formerly the prisoners were employed in platting straw and 
knitting, for which they received the whole of their earnings 5 
but lately a hand-mill| fof grtnding corn, has been erected, 
which is worked by four men at a time 5 each man works four 
hours in the day, for which hd receives -a pint of beer, in addi- 
tion to the prison ration of food. -The profits of the mill have 
not yet been ascertained. — ^The cost of it was about ^40. 

Religious and moral books are provided by the county, and a 
person is employed by the chaplain to teach the prisoners who 
cannot read. The general conduct of the prisoners is improved 
by confinement. The reconimittals are not more than one 
per cent. 

Irons are used for those who have aittempted to escape, and 
for desperate felons. 

There is only one turnkey. The female prisoners are under 
the care of the governor's wife. 

The prisoners are provided with needfol clothing, and have a 
change of linen allowed weekly. 
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County Gaol and House of Correction at Shrewsbury. 

The state of the gaol^ for the county of Salop^ remains much 
the same as last year. 

The articles manufactured are chiefly wearing apparel^ for the 
prisoners} except laces, list shoes, tobacco pigs, and knitted 
gloves, which are sold, and the amount paid to the magistrates, 
quarterly. Employment is strictly enforced' in this prison, not- 
withstanding the magistrates consider the same to be attended 
with loss. The amount paid to the prisoners, for the year 1821, 
is ^226. bs. Id.y which is supposed to be one-third of the value 
of work done by them. 

The total number of prisoners committed, for the year 1821, 
is 583 5 and 7 have been recommitted for burglary, 9 for grand 
larceny, and 4 vagrants, in all 20. The number of criminals 
committed in the year 1819, was 172; 1820, 152 j and 1821, 
133. The females are not under the care of a matron, or of ^«i 
officer of their own sex. The number of inferior officers 
employed in the gaol is, one taskmaster, two turnkeys, one 
porter, and two debtors to assist the turnkeys. Prisoners 
charged witSi. capital crimes, and those sentenced to trans- 
portation are ironed. 
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Bristol Gaol. 

Since last year, the classification of the prisoners has 'been 
extended, and there are at present, viz. — 

Four dasses of Debtors — Males, common side and master's 
side. Females — the same. 

Three classes untried prisoners — Males, one, misdemeanants ; 
one, felons. Females, one, felons, &c. 

Four classes tried prisoners — Males, two, felons, &c. 5 one, 
condemned. Females, one do. 

One class King's evidence — making in all twelve clashes. 

Some employment has been introduced since the last report, 
such as, breaking limestone, making shoes, and clothing for the 
use of the prisoners ; also sundry work within the walls of the 
gaol 'j the females have been employed in knitting, &c. ; a task- 
master has been added to the number of officers. 

It is not imderstood that the magistrates have as yet given 
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their attei^ion to making any addition to the tread-mill already 
used for supplying the prison with water, the wheel of which 
allows but two persons to work at a time, walking in the 
inner side of it. There is little doubt, however, that the 
increasing proofs of the efficacy of this species of labour will 
ultimately secure its adoption in this large and important gaol. 
Irons are now discontinued, except in cases where the desperate 
and determined character of the prisoners renders the precaution 
necessary. Some circumstances have occurred which have 
brought the importance of having a matron to superintend the 
females, under the serious consideration of the magistrates. 
The prison has been inhabited too short a time to afford any 
' grounds on which to form a judgment of the number of recom- 
mittals ', it would- however be satisfactory to have the result of 
the two years (now passed) accurately noticed, as regards this 
particular, that a comparison may be hereafter taken with the 
ratio of returns, when a vigorous system of employment shall 
have been established ^ it is an average result from the register 
of si prison, which seems to present, in the most simple shape, a 
tolerably correct criterion, under ordinary circumstances, of the 
character of such an establishjtnent. 

The number of criminals committed was in 1820, 199 — and 
in 1821, 210. 

The greatest number of prisoners confined at one time in the 
present year, is 164. Crime m this, district is considered as 
not increasing. 
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County Gaol ttt Bury. 

The good effects resulting from the discipline of the stepping- 
mill in this prison continue to afford high satisfaction. 

The earnings for the last year have amounted to the sum of 
^262. XT 8. lOd. As this miU has been inuse for a longer period 
probably than any other, being one of the first erected on this 
principle, much satisfia^tion is to be derived from the report of 
the medical attendant of this prison, relative to the effect of this 
description of labour upon the prisoner^ health ; he states, 
*' that he has never experienced a single case where the stepping- 
miU was prejudicial to the health of the prisoners, neither does 
he anticipate any 3 ** he is on the contrary, '' of opinion, that it 
tends much to the general health of the prisoners." ^No 
alteration has taken place in this prison during the last year. 
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Home of Correction at Brixton. 

TuiB new prison has been completed since the publication of 
the last Report^ and is appropriated to the reception of prisoners 
sentenced to hard labour ; a sentence which the magistrates are 
at length enabled to carry into effect^ according to the strict 
tenour and design of the statute^ as with the exception of the 
very few confined by the casualties of sickness or debility^ all 
the prisoners are steadily employed in working the tread-miU. 

The ten airing-yards radiating firom the centre, are under good 
inspection from the governor's room on the ground floor, from 
which the operations of the mill are seen to great advantage, 
the wheels being erected in that part of the yards nearest tlie 
centre building, so that all the prisoners are placed under the 
view of the governor, while at the same time each class is kept 
distinct, and unconnected with the others. 

There are six tread- wheels kept in constant operation by the 
prisoners* labour, (both male and female;) Each wheel is cal- 
culated to hold about twenty persons, but as a rekiy is necessary, 
more than that number can be employed in each yard. The 
intervals of rest are apportioned by regulating the number of 
prisoners required to work the mill with the whole number of 
the gang : thus, if twenty out of twenty-four are placed upon 
the wheel, it will give to each man intervals of rest amounting 
to twelve minutes in every hour. The diameter of the wheel is 
five feet^ and it revolves twice in a minute, so that the space 
stepped over by each prisoner is 2193 feet, or 731 yards per 
hour 5 and the steps being about three-quarters of a foot apart, 
will give nearly fifty steps per minute, which may be considered 
a fair rate of exercise. 

The following statement of the number of criminal indict- 
ments tried at the county assizes for the last three years, indi- 
cates a remarkable diminution for the present year^ a period 
during which the fame of the mill has become generally known; 
the machinery was completed only in the latter part of the 
summer of 1821. 

Lent AssiEes. Snimner AsaiKet. 

1820 125 93 

1821 190 77 

1822 90 46 

Of the number 190, there were 42 indictments for forging 
bank notes, which, on account of the change in the currency/ 
must be excluded from the calculation. 
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The mill-house being placed in the centre of the cresoeiit 
formed by the yards ana bnildinge, the tread-wheels are equally 
distributed^ and are connected with the machinery for grinding 
com^ &c. by a main axis^ or shaft of iron^ which passes under 
the pavement df the yards. Behind the mill-house there is a 
well of considerable depths from which the water is raised by 
the same machinery, and is conveyed into a .'spacious reservoir 
placed on the top of the building, from whence it is distributed 
to various parts of the prison. On.the roof of the mill-house a 
regulating fly-wheel has recently been erected, which being 
connected with the machinery, expends any extra power by its 
resistance in the air. This fly-wheel is a conspicuous object on 
the building, and may be seen from a considerable distance, as 
an expressive symbol of the system of punishment goings fcnrward 
within the prison walls.* 



The Borough Compter y Southwark. 

This prison, which a few years ago presented a most 
lamentable example of a defective gaol, is now very greatly 
altered in its appearance 3 considerable improvements have been 
adopted, and it is evident that a laudable zeal continues to be 
prevalent, to remedy, notwithstanding the awkward arrangement 
of the building, its various disadvantages. Three excellent 
airing yards have been added, one for the debtors, who occupy a 
large portion of the prison 3 another yard for the fines 5 a third f 
for the female prisoners. The building itself is still .much con- 
fined, particularly the felons' side, for whom there is a very small 
close airing yard. The debtors* apartments were much crowded. 



* It may be proper here to state, that a nde has ovithin these few months 
been adopted by the vistting magistrate, whicK precludes any person from 
seeing the interior of the House of. CorrcMction, unless accompanied by a vis- 
ing magistrate ; the customary order from any coimty magistrate not being 
linmcient. ^ 

' Th^ Cotunittee avail themselves ofthis4>|>portnmty to express their regret 
that the magistrates should have deemed it expedient to adopt so unusual 9 
regulation, which operates to check the successful extcnaon of the stepping- 
wheel system of labour, so admirably put in practice at Brixton ; — a prison 
accessible, fh>m its distance from the metropolis, to gendemen whose load 
hiterest in the improvement of Prison Discipline, mavhave induced them 
to come to London, to aivail themselves of practical information on the 
subjects 

f The open railing to this yard will improperly expose the women to the 
notice of persons visiting the misdemeanants ; an oversight which, howeverl 
can be eatdly jreinedied. . "'• . ' " 
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The allowance of bread is still continued at 14 oz. per day, and on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays 1 lb. of meat. The female department 
appeared very neat and well arrangr^d ; the women were occupied 
in washing and sundry work 5 their matron is in constant attend- 
ance 5 her room is immediately opposite to their day-room. The 
ladies also frequently attend, for whom a neat committee-room 
has been provided. There are two inferior officers, viz. a turnkey 
and a porter. 

The nimiber of commitments to the prison were, in 





Debtors. 


. Vagrants. 


Male Felons 
and Fines. 


Female 
Do. 


Total. 


1814 
1815 
1816 

1820 

1821 


202 
190 
319 

770 

760 


1 
3 

8 


37 
161 
148 


11 
62 
95 


251 
416 
570 

1521 

1834 


All other Prisoners 751 


19 1 611 1 444 



Surrey County Gaol, Horsemonger-lane, Nemngtm. 

Tbe plan of this prison provides complete inspection from the 
governor's central residence, into the several yards which radiate 
from it^ and which are enclosed by the circular range of building 
containing the prisoners' wards and night cells, with the chapel; 
the whole prison is also entirely surrounded with a strong de- 
tached boundary wall about twenty-one feet high; and the 
number of inferior officers^ over an average number of prisoners, 
amounting, at the assizes^ from 130 to 200, is six, viz. four turn- 
keys and two watchmen. Notwithstandhig this display of means 
for the security of this gaol, the use of irons on the untried 
prisoners continues, as in former tunes, to be largely allowed: 
thus persons conunitted on charges of capital felonies^ which 
form, it is well known, a long list in the letter of our criminal 
code, are double ironed on their admission into this gaol; those 
for other felonies have to wear a single iron on one of the legs. 
It is sincerely hoped that this subject may claim early atten- 
tion, more especially as the use of irons, on almost every 
description of prisoners, has been so generally abolished in the 
prisons of the metropoUs; even at TothiU Fields prison, so re- 
markably defective and insecure in its construction, the use of 
theater has been dropped, the watchful eye of the officer being 
the leading source of security in that prison. Ther^ are sevea 
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classes for male prisoners for trial, and two for femides^ two for 
male debtors, and one for female debtors. The allowance of food 
is I ^ lb. of bread per day. The prisoners are permitted as usual 
to see their friends^ and the latter are allowed to enter freely and 
converse with the prisoners at .the wide iron railing of their yards, 
where it is not uncommon to see a concourse of men and women 
of all descriptions, brought as it were into immediate contact 
With the prisoners: this is a great inconvenience, and 
easily lead to the admission of improper articles into the 

The assizes being held at Guildford and Kingston, the fomier 
about thirty miles distant, occasions much inconvenience, ex- 
pense, and risk in conveying the prisoners thither, which is done 
in covered vans. Persons who are committed to this gaol by the 
magistrates at Union Hall, are also conveyed in a light covered 
van, instead of being marched in chains through the public 
streets; a circumstance reflecting great credit, and worthy of 
attention every where. 

The commitments of prisoners for trial were, in 

Years. Males. Females. Total. 

1813 840 

1814 760 

1815 799 

1816 757... 214 971 

1817 1051 234 1285 

1818 1056 9^1. , 1307 

1819 1092 278 1370 

1820 1021 269. 1290 

1821 1120 207 1827 

No vagrants are committed to this gaol. 

The following are the nimibers of debtors : — 

Years. Mkles. Females. Total. 

1816 188 9 197 

1817 202 7 209 

1818 205 11 216 

1819 231 12 243 

1820 270 12 282 

1821 283 ....13 296 



* An additional narrow, or even mred rftOing, separated three feet firom 
the present pallisade, as is adopted in Newgate, would here be rery proper; 
and if articles of food, &c. are intended to be passed, it should be done only 
by the turnkey, who on these occaaons ought to be constantly present, and 
very watchful. 
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' ' - County Gaol at Horsham. 

..'TiRis poson hais lately undergone some improvements^ the 
lafsgOiyinLoatbe felons* side being bow divided into three^ ami 
iHiteen new cells added. There are at present thirty-six cells 
for criminals ; they are good as to size : the window in each is 
not glazed^ but it has a wooden shutter to put up at night. The 
bedsteads are of wood ; two persons^ or even three> are some* 
times put in a cell/ when the gaol is crowded. 

On the felons* side at this time there were twenty prisoners, 
of whom six were for trials and fourteen fines 5 amongst these 
were two boys of 15 and 17> and two insane men, who had been 
convicted, one of a rape, the other of an imnatural crime 5 but 
who, being proved to be of unsound mind, had been sent here 
to remain till otherwise disposed of. 

The females, on the criminal side, are now entirely separated 
from the males, having a yard to themselves. The tried and 
untried male prisoners are also separated 3 they use the same 
yard, but at different times of the day. The third 3rard is not at 
present made use of, as the keeper considers some alteration 
necessary to render it secure. Thus there are three classes in 
the gaol (felons* side) — two for men and one for women. 

On the debtors' side, there were thirty-four men (no women), 
of whom twenty were smugglers, sent here in consequence of 
not being able to pay £ 100 penalty : they are generally dis- 
charged in twelve months. 

There is no separate place for female debtors, who (when there 
are any) mix with the men in the airing yard, but it is intended 
to erect a building for them. 

The allowance of food on the felons' side is, 2 lbs. of excellent 
white bread per day : besides this they get something from a 
subscription, collected by a person sent roimd the county for 
this purpose^ by the chaplain and gaoler, which the latter appro- 
priates to the purchase of potatoes, meat, &c. as he thinks fit, 
and gives discretionally to the prisoners, both criminals and 
debtors. The debtors have no allowance, but depend upon this 
and the assistance which their firiends bring them, and what the 
keeper may besides take upon himself to give them. 

Smugglers, on application to the Treasury, get 6d. pel* day 
allowed. ^' 

There is no employment whatever in the prison, and the in- 
spection is very defective. 
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The chaplain reads prayers in the cliapel every day, and 
preaches an Thursdays ; he frequently comes into the yards, and 
converses with the prisoners. In the chapel, debtors are sepa- 
rated from criminals, but there is no «eat divided off for women^ 
who are therefore placed at the -end of the |)ench where the men 
are, a turnkey beiu^ near' them, and the gaoler having them 
also under his eye. 

There is no inflfmary at present -, but one is expected soon to 
be built, in which thfi male debtors will be separated from the 
criminals, and both fili^m the women. 

Irons are not used, unless in case of emergency for very 
refractory conduct. 

The prison in general appears clean ; and the keeper stated 
that it was remarkably healthy. The walls were being white- 
washed at this -time, but the work is not done by the prisoners. 
A party-coloured prison dress is given only where a prisoner's 
clothes are worn out. 

There is room enough to erect a tread-miU, but the gaoler 
says he seldom should have a sufficient number of convicts to 
work it. 



House of Correction at Lewes. 

This prison contained, when visited, ei^ty-six prisoners, 
divided into the following classes, viz. — 

Men — 1st class, untried, charged with petty larcenies. . . 11 

2nd do. convicted felons 10 . 

Sd do. poachers, smugglers, and fines ii 

4th do. assaults and misdemeanours (tried and 

untried) : '. 9 

5th do. deserting their families, &c 8 

6th do. vagrants ;;;..;....:.. 9 

Tth do. convicted felons, kept in soHtary con- 
finement during the first two months 
of their imprisonment 8 

66 

Women — 1st class, untried, larcenies 5 

• 2d do. convicted felons 4 

3d do. bastardy and misdemeanours. . 9 

4th do. vagrants 2 

5th do. convicted felons, solitary for 

first two months O 

20 

86 
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The food consists of 1} lb. exceUent white breads and a pint 
of good soup daily. Classes five, six, and seven, have 2 lbs. of 
br^ daily, and soup only once a week. 

Employment — a few of the prisoners, viz. six or eight, card 
wool, beat hemp, and plat straw. A tread-mill has been lately 
erected for grinding com. The second, fifth, sixth, and seventh, 
classes of men only are employed at it : Ihese make together 
two sets of about fifteen each, which work alternately for half an 
hour, resting for the same space of time : a turnkey is always in 
attendance. The wheel did not seem to work so well as those 
at Brixton and Cold-bath Fields prisons ^ but -some alteration is 
proposed to be made in it : it consisted of thirty steps, and went 
round once in a minute.* 

They work at present nine hours, viz. fix)m eight to twelve, 
and from one to six. The mill-house is outside the prisoQ wall. 
There are only four yards, one of which is for females, and the 
other three for the different male classes, at different times of the 
day. There are seventy-two cells, of a good size. They are 
well ventilated, which is the case with the prison in general; 
and it is throughout remarkably clean and neat. It is white- 
washed twice a year (not by the prisoners). There is an 
infirmary for the men, and another for the women : there were 
no sick prisoners at the time of this visit. The prisoners ap- 
peared particularly clean and healthy, and well-behaved. Prison 
dresses are given to all the men in general, even to the vagrants, 
who therefore looked very differently from vagrants in other 
prisons. 

Three of the untried prisoners were in irons, having been dis- 
covered in an attempt to escape: except on such occasions, 
irons are not used. 

The chaplain reads prayers on Sundays and Wednesdays, and 
preaches on the latter days. 

This prison seems to be under good management^ and to do 
credit to those who have the superintendence of it. 



• Tlie proportion of rest appears to be too great, and the rate of its revo- 
lution too slow, viz. thirty steps in a minute ; the former ought not properly 
to excee:1 twenty minutes in the hour to each man, and the latter should be 
at least fifty steps a minute. It is a piece of machinery capable of being ad- 
justed as to its effects with great nicety, and if not fairly put into action, those 
effects may be very much lost upon the prisoners. 
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County Gaol and House of Correction at Worcester. 

An addition has been 'made to the mill, which is not however 
upon the stepping-wheel plan * Thegross amount of earnings from 
the work particularized ^in the last Report, amounts for we year 
endmg 6th April, 1822, to j^330. 48., of which the prisoners' 
share was ^64. 3^. lOd. the governor's jS52. lltf. U, and the 
county's i£213. 8». 9d, The number of prisoners (felons) com- 
mitted In 1819 was 210 

1820 232 

1821 248 

The plan of the prison is of the radiating form, consisting of 
four or five wings j and a central building, the residence of the 
IJpvemor, with a wide area encircling it, in consequence of 
which the prisoners can see across from one yard into others, f 
A good iron pallisade in the place of one of wood, as the outer 
boundary of the prisoners' yards, is now in progress, and when 
furnished with a chevaux-de-frise, will render them doubly 
secure. The external wall of the prison, apparently 18 feet 
high, might without much expense be raised two feet higher, and 
the last foot of it so loosely put together as to afford no possible 
hold for a person attempting to ascend it. } It is the more 
desirable to state these particulars, as the use of irons upon the 
prisoners is here allowed to such an extent as would indicate 
some extraordinary difficulty in their safe custody. All male 
prisoners sent to tliis county gaol until trial, on chaiges of 
felony, are ironed, as are also prisoners after trial. § The former 
governor, on being questioned before the Gaol Committee of 
the House of Commons on this subject, stated, that he was of 

* It is understood that the magistrates have recently determined to erect a 
tread mill. 

t it is very necessary to guard against this defect, which has been observed 
in some newly-erected prisons on the radiating plan. In consequence of the 
wide circular area between the central building and the yards, the prisoners 
can see from the front railing of one yard into other yards ; besides which, 
the movements of the governor passing and repassing through this area, are 
very improperly exposed to the notice of his prisoner^ It thus becomes very 
difficult for him to take any class by surprise, iu case of disturbance, &c., as 
one man placed on the look-out in the yard, can immediately announce his 
approach. In the plans recommended by the Committee, there is a passage 
sunk about two feet, and provided with a screen, which passing round this 
area, prevents this exposure of the public movements in the prison, but with- 
out interfering with the inspection from the governor's windows above. 
Slight screens of boards, not higher than six or seven fcet^ extending into this 
area a short distance towards the centre, would prevent this cross-inspection. 

Z See note, at page 20, under Tewkesbury report. 

§ Two youths were hard at work at the mill, very heaiily ironed. 

F 
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opinion that his prisoners before trial ought to be ironed until 
he knew them : it is hoped that this sentiment docs not rnfw so 
far prevail as to lead to a continuance of a practice so contrary 
to justice, and only authorized by law, when prisoners are 
refractory, or attempt to escape. In the County Gaol at Glou- 
cester, which falls far short of this prison in the facility which 
it affords for general inspection, not a fetter is to be seen on any 
prisoner. * 

The floors throughout this prison are of brick, a material 
which it is hoped wfll never again be used for the purpose ; it 
is liable to be soon broken up, or worn into holes : from its 
uneven surface it can seldom or never be kept clean, and when 
washed, it retains the damp. The yards, as well as the centre 
area, would also be greatly improved by being flagged. There 
is no matron or female officer employed in the prison, but the 
governor's wife occasionally and voluntarily superintends the 
women. The management of that department has been ad- 
mirably exemplified in a neighbouring county prison, — at 
Warwick: — it ought, indeed, to form an important part of the 
superintendence of every prison. 

Worcester City Oaol and Bridewell. 

This disreputable old prison has been presented since last 
year, and a new building is to be shortly begun. The old site is 
much enclosed by buildings, which might render a new prison 
liable to be overlooked, and less easy of ventilation than a 
more open and aiiy situation, f There were a few prisoners in 
confinement at the time of this visit, and one of the many 
miserable females who are frequently committed from the 
streets of this city 5 she was laying on straw, the usual mode in 
which most of the prisoners sleep in this place. 



YORKSHIRE. 



York Castle County Gaol. 

Not a single alteration in the construction and discipline of 
this xiefective County Gaol is reported to have taken place during 

* The general use of these degrading instruments tends, without doubt, to 
prejudice the discipline of a prison, by lowering the standard of respect in a 
prisoner both towards himself and his superintendents : turbulence is more 
liable to break forth, and difficulties in the management arc thereby greatly 
increased. 

t It is hoped that stone (and not brick, as in the County Prison) may be 
the material used for the floor?, passages, and yards. 
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the last year. It continues of course under presentment^ and it 
is understood that the magistrates, do not think it prudent to 
commence any alterations until they know what directions the 
legislature may make on the subject ; if it were in this instance 
only, the delay of the new Prison Bill is exceedingly to be re- 
gretted. The numerous assemblage of the most atrocious criminals 
in thislaige county-prison, loudly calls for a much greater space and 
extent of classification than can be effected in this old and incon- 
venient building. On the female side, the tried and the untried are 
confined to the same room, and they are entirely under the charge 
of male-officers. In consequence of there being no matron^ to 
whom the constant oversight and care of the females might be 
entrusted, the benevolent labours of the Ladies* Committee, in 
their endeavours to awaken sentiments which the situation of 
the poor women under their notice is so calculated to excite, 
become of little avail ; and thus, soon afteY their departure, the 
moral infection a^in spreads, contrition is often ridiculed, 
and opportunities of promoting amendment are lost. 

Thirteen capital convicts recently made a desperate attempt 
to effect their escape soon after midnight, but were distovered 
in time to prevent their object being attained. 



East Riding Home of Correction at Beverley. 

The improvements in this prison, which have been in progress 
about three years, are now completed. The prisoners are at pre- 
sent classed thus : — ^Felons tried, felons untried, misdemeanants 
for trial, misdemeanants sentenced to hard labour (male and 
female) , men for bastardy cases, vagrants, disorderly women, wait- 
ing further examination ; in all, twelve classes. One day-room v$ 
used m a school : there are> including two infirmary- wards^ 
fifteen day-rooms; to each there is a very . spacious-: yard, in 
which is a constant supply of water. The {Hisoners dress flax 
from the plant, spin it into yam, and make linen, cloth for their 
own use ; this is also exchanged for coarse woollen cloth and 
blankets for the service of the prison. The earnings are appro*- 
priated in the same proportions as at Noarth-AUerton : — the 
prisoners are regularly paid their share on their discharge 
from the prison. The profit, if iaiy> is inconsiderable $ but &e 
object is gained in procuring usml labour for this establisliu 
ment. No stepping-miU is yet erected^ The re-comiiiitmeot6> 
taking all classes, average nearly 7 per cent. 3 the fdoiis only 
^\ per cent. Crime is believed to be diminishing in this diatriot. 
The ch^)el is well contrived, the classes being severally seated 
out of sight of each other. A clergyman is appointed to 
commuhicate religious instruction--^two attend alternately. Ser- 

p 2 
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▼ice is performed twice on Sundays^ and once on three other 
days of the week 5 the clergymen also visit the prisoners in- 
dividually. Solitary confinement, with bread and water diet, is 
the punishment for refractory prisoners 5 no irons are used in 
any case. The visit to this prison was attended with much 
pl^ure i order and cleanliness were conspicuous throughout 
the whole 3 and it had the appearance of a place designed at 
once for punishment and reformation. 



North Riding House of Correction at North-AUerton. 

Although the plan of this prison is a very inconvenient one, 
combining very insufficient classification with an almost entire 
want of inspection^ the introduction of the stepping-mill has 
been an improvement of the greatest advantage in counteracting 
these and other defects, and it has produced, and continues to 
produce, very good effects 3 it appears that the numbers of pri- 
soners have diminished, and at times so much so that the mill 
has been only half employed. There are six separate compart- 
ments, in which the stepping- wheels work, viz. five for men, 
and one for women 5 five of them can work eight and one six- 
teen persons, making in all fifty-six j the machinery cost about 
j£l500. The time of labour on the wheels is six hours and a 
half per day, and about one hour is allowed for rest at intervals j 
the proportion of relays to those on the wheels is one-fourth of 
the whole number. The inhabitants and farmers, who make 
their own bread, support the chief demand, besides the wants of 
the prison itself. The charge for grinding and dressing the 
flour is sixpence per bushel -, the profit is about ^3 per week. 
The division of earnings is — for prisoners committed to hard 
labour, one-fourth to the prisoner, (given to him on his discharge) 
two-fourths to the county, and one-fourth to the governor. 
Other prisoners not committed to hard labour, but who are 
obliged to labour to pay towards their keep,* receive two-fourths, 
the county and governor the remainder. One of the most pleasing 
and satisfactory circumstances attending the introduction of the 
stepping-mill, is the effect which the regular labour it imposes 
has on the health of the prisoners. *' Not a man (says the very 
respectable surgeon attending the prison) enters the prison who 
does not now leave it in higher and firmer health on his libera- 
tion." The prisoners being so well exercised during the day, 
make but little use of their airing yards. The day-rooms also 
are mostly unoccupied for several hours in the day. They 

■- _ . . . L _ ~ I  -1 ^ ^ 

* This regulation prevails in some prisons, while in others it is totally dis- 
approved of. 
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appeared in good order^ and the whole prison was very quiet > 
indeed^ after leaving the stepping-wheel rooms, with very few 
exceptions^ ecarcely a prisoner was to be met with in the other 
part of the prison. Tiiis circumstance must greatly lessen the 
burthen and difficulty of superintendence, and at the same time 
the risk of attempts to escape. Most of the night-cells are 
badly constructed, the floors and sides being of wood, a material 
not so proper as stone for a cell floor, or as the lime-washed 
waU : — in some, the bedding was on the floor. 

The prison has no detached boundary-wall to enclose it. There 
are only three classes for the male, and two for the female prisoners. 

The dietary of this prison probably surpasses any other in the 
kingdom, in point of variety and quantity 3 the cost per head 
alone is sufficient to excite surprise; 5$. 10 d, per week the 
governor stated to be the average cost of food per head. 

The printed dietary is as follows : *— Breakfest every morning 
— a quart of oatmeal porridge, and 1 J lb. of bread. 

Dinner — Sundays and Thursdays, 6 oz. of boiled beef, and a 
quart of potatoes with salt. Mondays and Fridays, a quart of 
stew, made of beef, ox-heads, bones, vegetables, oatmeal, and 
onions, with pepper and salt. Tuesdays, a quart of boiled rice 
and milk, or a quart of stew, same as Monday. Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, a quart of broth, thickened widi oatmeal, onions, 
and vegetables, with pepper and salt. 

Supper every evening — ^a quart of oatmeal porridge. u 

About 7h per cent, is stated by the goi^emor to be the rate of 
re-committal on the whole body of prisbners. 



West Biding Home of Correction at Wakefield. 

The extensive improvements in the construction of this prison 
are not yet completed. Since the last year's Report a very 
important addition has been made, viz. the erection of a stepping- 
mill, which is now in great progress, and designed to grind 
corn for the consumption of the prison. Lunatic Asylum, and 
probably for the public ako, as the obstacle, formerly stated, to 
the erection of the machine, in consequence V)f the privileged 
mill in this town, has been removed. 

The numbers committed to this prison were, in 

Males. Females. Total. 

1819 1816 390 ^206 

18^0 1821 348 - 2169 

1821 1391 322 I713 

* Sec Note Jit page 14. 
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Crimes are supposed to be on the decrease in this Ridings whidi 
it is thought may be fitirly attributed to the improved state of 
trade^ and the reasonable price of food. The re-commitments 
have been about eight per cent, including every description of 
o£fenders sent to this prison. * 

The amount of earnings last year was £ 1191. 1«. \0d. It is 
expected that the miU will be completed in a very short time : 
the total number of persons it will employ is computed at K)6 5 
they will work either in eight or sixteen separate divisions^ and 
they will be so placed as to be easily inspected by the governor. 



ISLE OF GUERNSEY. 



Extract from a Letter addressed to the Chainnan. 

I AM sorry to say no change has taken place in our gaol. Our 
present chief magistrate is a most benevolent individual^ and 
would, I am persuaded^ be ready to attend to any suggestions 
your committee would make. Our great mischief is the want 
of the meiuis oi r^ular employment. The court allows me to 
visit the prison, and to have free access to all the prisoners. The 
plan I adopt, is to mak^ them learn portions of the Scriptures by 
lleapt' j but of course tliis does not give them sidiicient employ- 
ment to keep them from having many idle hours, which I ifear 
are too often devoted to planning schemes for future mischief. 



 It is the practice in this Riding, probably from an early period, for the 
pnspners committed to this House of Correction for trial before the court of 
garter Sessions (which is held by adjournments eight or ten times in the 
year, and at different places,) to oe marched from Wakefield to the place 
^piiWte tiie court is to sit, chained two together by their necks, besides the 
usual handeu'ffis on their wrists ; in this way they are marched sometimes 
toSkipton, nearly 35 miles; to Knuresborough, 25 miles; afid otAier places 
of shorter diJstan(^, to take their trial : the. exposure of 50 or 60 prisoners on 
the nigh ro^ds in those populous districts, is certainly a great evil, as regards 
the prisoner himself, who is not yet proved guilty : it is very much to be 
wished that this practice could be retnedied. The use of the neck fetter, iA 
addition to the handcuff, does not appear to be at all more necessary in this 
coimty than in London, where prisoners are safely led handcuffed only, 
through the crowded streets, although exposed to great confusion and attempts 
to rescue. 
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Edinburgh Bridewell. 

The different improvements in this Bridewell^ which at the 
date of last year's Report, were either in progress or in contem- 
plation, have been steadily going forward, as far as the limited 
funds of the establishment would waitant, in enabling the 
Commissioners to erect tread- wheel machinery. 

The blinds upon the working cells are now completed, and 
are found to be well adapted for the object in view, as ' they 
entirely cut off communication between the different cells in the 
semicircular range, while the central inspection remains as 
complete in all respects as before the alteration. 

The Commissioners have contracted for the erection of seven 
tread-wheels, capable of employing upwards of 40 prisoners at 
a time : of these only three were proceeded with in the first 
instance, lest improvements upon the mode of their construc- 
tion and application might suggest themselves in the progress 
of the work. On the three already completed, from 18 to 20 
prisoners are employed, with about half that number for relays. 
Each wheel is in a separate compartment, and the machinery 
strikes a bell every minute and a quarter, as a signal for the 
changes, one man on the right extremity of each wheel coming 
off, and another on the left stepping on, at each stroke of the 
bell. By these means all have an equal portion of the labour ; 
and on a wheel containing eight persons, each man works ten 
minutes at a time ; and where the relays are four in mmiber, 
has a rest of five minutes. 

The wheels are worked for nine hours every day 3 and though 
the labour is sufficiently fatiguing, it is not considered excessive, 
and no bad effects to the health of the prisoners have arisen in 
consequence : it has been thought reasonable and proper, how- 
ever, to grant an extra allowance of bread and beer to prisoners 
so employed. 

The power arising from the labour of the prisoners upon the 
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tread-wheels^ is so constructed as to be applicable to any species 
of work that may be desired. At present it is applied to the 
working of a machine for the manufacture of corks, which 
appear to be well executed 5 but as the work has only com- 
menced within these few weeks, and is carried on but to a 
liniited extent, until the remainder of the tread-wheels are con- 
structed, no account of profits can as yet be stated 5 which how- 
ever the Conunissioners yiew but as a secondary consideration, 
their chief object being to procure suitable employment and 
hard labour for the prisoners under their charge. 

From the very recent introduction of the tread-wheels, little 
can as yet be said as to what efifects have arisen from this species 
of corrective discipline -, but I may state generally;^ that one and 
all of the prisoners who have been subject to the discipline, 
greatly detest it ; and upon pne occasion, at the commence- 
ment, they feirly mutinied 5 they became, however, speedily re- 
stored to order, by a steady refusal to deliver to them the usual 
allowance of food, until the prescribed quantum of labour was 
actually performed. 



Glasgow Bridewell. 

This prison is about to undergo considerable improvements -, 
additional ground has been taken in for this purpose -, and an 
excellent design, ensuring the inspection, classification, and 
labour of the prisoners, is Ukely to be adopted. 
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EXTRACTS FROM TUE CORRESPONDENCE OF THE DUBLIN 
ASSOCIATION FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF PRISONS^ &C. 



ANTRIM COUNTY. 
Carrickfergus. 

EXTRACT FROM THE LAST REPORT OF THE ANTRIM GAOL SCHOOLS. 

On. presenting to the public the Third Annual Report of the 
County of Antrim Male and Female Gaol Schools^ the Com- 
mittee rejoice to say^ that these institutions continue to prosper^ 
and they feel undiminished zeal in the discharge of the duties 
which they have undertaken. 

Tlie Annual Report of the " Ulster Female Penitentiary" for 
1820^ also encourages the Committee to proceed in their work. 
The conductors of the Penitentiary say, " They feel great 
pleasure in acknowledging that they have already foimd the 
great usefulness of Gaol Schools. Some of their most promising 
penitents have been brought by them to break off their sins by 
repentance^ and seek an asylum in the Penitentiary.** 

The total number of prisoners who have received m- 
structlon in the Male School since its commencement^ is 697 

In the Female School 96 

Total 793 



House of Correction, Belfast, 

I ENCLOSE you a copy of our work account^ from assizes in 
summer^ 1821, to the late Lent assizes in 1822. No improve- 
ment in the construction has taken place, except the building 
of a new Court-house for the quarter sessions, on a large scale, 
annexed to the prison. With the co-operation of the Board 
of Superintendence, the kecper^s son has been discharged for 
faults, prejudicial to the character of the prison. In his room, 
we have a middle-aged married person, who overlooks the 
work, conducts the account-books (which are on a good sys- 
tem,) and instructs the prisoners after work hours. I ha\'e 
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to complain much of lunatics being committed to the prison. 
We have one now who has been confined for three years. I 
need not acquaint you how burthensome they are to a place 
of work and reformation.* We shall always be glad of any 
suggestions to act upon. In moral conduct we are rather suc- 
cessful; ^any prisoners I meet with, who accost me, when 
discharged, state that they are employed in the town, and going 
on with satis&ction to their employers. It is better to see this, 
than to observe them ashamed and afraid to meet the inspector 
in the streets. 

MALE WARD. 

Falue and Description of fFork from hut Assizes unto the present, in 

March 20th, 1822. 

Weaving: — 4844 yards of calicoes wove, 8 looms £, s, d. 
at work 19 8 7 

Logwood : — 7 tons 14 cwt. 3 qrs. chipped, at lOd. 

per cwt 6 8 2i 

Odoun : — 7 cwt. 3 qrs. 14 lb. picked, at 18«. 8d. 
per cwt , 7 7 

Breaking stones : — ^31 tons broken and sold, at 3s. 

per ton 4 13 

Earned by prisoners in making mortar, carrying 

bricks, &c. for the new court-house 2 12 6 

Saved to the county by prisoners* wheeling stones^ 
and attending paviors whilst paving the fwrds 5 
also by prisoners plastering, whitewashing, a4id 
repairing roof of prison, in lieu of employing 
workmen 5 

£45 9 3h 

FEMALE WARD. 

Linen Yam :— 484 hanks spun 13 2 2 

One calico loom, work stopped from woman's illness, 

Value of work in the total j^ 58 11 Sj 

N. B. The depreciated price of labour is to be allowed for, in 
considering the amount of work done — also the number of 

* This is ail evil existing in several Gaols in Ireland, but some proceedings 
are in progress to erect Pauper Lunatic Asylums, under a recent Act of 
Parliament. 
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prisoners^ which at the greatest Id any one time since last assizes 
was 70> and that number was not constant. 

The following books are kept in the prison : 

A calendar of prisoners' names, ages, crimes, &c. &c. 

A cash book, shewing Dr. for tools, implement, &c. and Cr. 
by prisoners* earnings. 

A work ledger, shewing each prisoner's dafly work. 

A dietary account book. 

Inspector's journal of moral improvement. 

Other minor books. 

The new Prison Act of Parliament has been fully carried into 
effect in the ^pointment of a Board of Superintendence, and in 
establishing a visiting book, a dietary table, and distributing 
one-third of earnings to each prisoner. 

(Signed) J. W. Fka, /lupcctor. 



CARLOW COUNTY. 

Carlow Gaol, 

A DIETARY table for the use of the prison has been made out, 
under the superintendence of the Committee appointed at the 
Last assizes, according to the late Gaol Act. Severed other regula- 
tions have been also adopted, which, when circumstances may 
allow to be reduced to practice, wiU have considerable effect in 
improving the condition of the prisoners. No further addition 
has been made to the Gaol than that I mentioned in a former 
letter, nor do I believe there is any contemplated at present. 
Two or three yards more are required, to enable us to form a 
more complete classification of the prisoners : when this object 
is accomplished, I think the interior of the Gaol fidly sufficient 
to accommodate all who may at any period be confined there. 
I trust the establishment of a school will be attended with 
lasting advantage to the prisoners. Hitherto, 1 have had the 
satisfaction of hearing from the master the most favourable 
reports of the progress they are making, and of their general 
good conduct. I have been seldom reduced to the necessity of 
inflicting punishment on them fbr being troublesome or irre- 
gular, since they were prevailed upon to occupy their time in a 
more advantageous manner than in devising schemes and pl<H8. 
There are many instances of their being able to read and write 
on leaving the gaol, though perfectly ignorant of both on 
entering. 
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CAVAN COUNTY. 

Cavan GaoL 

In tlie Gaol of Cavan> there is at present, and has been for 
several months, a school for male prisoners, at which many 
have been taught to read and write ^ but there is not any 
school for female prisoners, who are, however, employed 
in spinning, washing, &(?. We have two looms, which afford 
almost constant employment to two or three men. Several 
of the male prisoners are also frequently occupied in breaking 
stones. The good effects which hiave already resulted from the 
gaol school are so great, so evident, and so generally ac- 
knowledged, i that the Grand Jury of this county most rea** 
dily continue to support it, with a zeal and liberality which 
is alike creditable to them, and to the conductors of the school. 
By an attendance at it very many prisoners, who on their com- 
mittal to gaol were totally ignorant, lieedless of their characters, 
of their immortal souls, and of that awful eternity into which 
they were shortly to be called, have learned to rea!d and to love 
that sacred book which is able to make vdse unto salvation, and 
have professed a determination, in humble reliance on divine 
grace, to make it from henceforth their rule of life. Before 
occupation was afforded to them, and the school was established, 
they spent the greatest part of their time in riotous meiriment, 
and noisy quarrels ; now their conduct is peaceable, their de- 
portment orderly, and their desire to receive instruction (with 
only few exceptions) most satis&ctory and encouraging to those 
whdse duty and inclination led them to communicate it. Bibles 
and Testaments, and religioushooks, are given gratis to such of 
the prisoners, on their leaving the gaol, as express an anxious 
desire to receive them. 

' At the last assizes, a board of superintendence was appointed 
by the grand jury, pursuant to the act of parliament, and some 
of its members visit the gaol regularly every week. The 
arrangement we have made with regard to the female prisoners, 
by placing them as I have mentioned in the infirmary, where 
they ar0 completely separated from their fellow-prisoners, has 
been productive of the happiest consequences with respect to 
their morals and conduct, and clearly «proves the great advantage 
of a proper classification, and the important benefits that woiidd 
result from enabling, by additions or otherwise, the conductors 
of prisons to adopt a similar plan. 



IRELAND. 77 

»  

CORK COUNTY. 

Cork Gaol, 

Previous to the passing of the Act of the 1st and 2d Gea IV. 
chap. 57> there had been a Gaol Committee appointed by the 
^ Grand Jury at each assizes, to act together with the inspector, 
in every thing connected with the internal management of the 
prison, so that the late Prison Act has made no change whatever 
in our prison arrangements. A school has been some time 
established in the Gaol with very beneficial results to the 
prisoners, so that many who came in but a few months since 
altogether illiterate, and unable to read or write, are now, alter 
so short a period of instruction, enabled to do both sufficiently 
well to answer all their purposes in life. The school is now 
much crowded, owing to the great influx of prisoners, arising 
from the very disturbed state of a large portion of this county j 
the greater number of the latter description being wretchedly 
ignorant, many not knowing ten words of the English language. 
There is at present little fisicility for either classification or 
employment, but in a few months, when the House of Correction 
is completed, we mean to adopt both to a' great extent : the 
only employment now being among the females 3 and one or two 
of the male prisoners weaving what the women spin into shirts 
and shifts for the use of the gaol. I have the pleasure to add, 
that the male prisoners are as orderly and quiet in their deportment 
as perhaps the same number of men would be in any situation 
in life. 



CORKCITY. 

Gaol and Bridewell. 

OAOL. 

Since the passing of the new Prison Act, I have availed myself 
of the increased fisicilities afibrded by it. Our difiiculties, how- 
ever, are very great, as we cannot have any separate room for 
the purpose, and are subject to the most inconvenient interrup- 
tion, there being at present but three rooms for. all the mate 
criminals by night and day. 

'As may be expected in a prison which does not. admit of 
classification, and where the worst andimost depraved convicts* 
are suffered to remain in constant association with untried 
prisoners, many of them children, (notwithstanding our re- 
peated applications and remonstrances for relief) we have no 
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results favourable to the cause of morality to report, and 
must be content if a few of those who came in ignorant alto- 
gether of letters, acquire, as has been the case with several, a 
knowledge of reading, writing, and arithmetic. As to the female 
prisoners, their room (for there is but one apartment for them, 
described in my former letter) is of such a nature^ as to be unfit 
evea for its present purposes, and altogether unsuited for in- 
struction. We can with great difficulty manage to have the 
prison clothing washed in it, which, with cleaning the room, 
is the only employment afforded to the female prisoners, 
or that is indeed at all practicable. The sole employment for 
the male criminals and poor debtors is keeping the prison 
clean. 

The new act has enabled me to establish a school on a re- 
spectable footing, with an intelligent and attentive master, imder 
whom the male felons are rapidly advancing in reading, writing, 
and arithmetic. They seem to attend with much interest, and 
are obviously improved, under its salutary operation, in their 
whole demeanour. Our female prisoners are unhappily so illt 
accommodated, as to preclude them from the benefit of instruct 
tion or any labour, but that of washing before specified, which 
indeed is with g¥eat difficulty performed in their wretched 
apartment of about ^ feet square, \vhich, while I write, is 
crowded to excess, ais we have 40 females, several of them 
convicts, prostitutes, &c. associated with married women, in for 
trifling assaults, breaches of the peace, first offences, &e. Ten 
^ or twelve children are also inmates of this shocking abode, night 
and day. We have frequently applied to Government for relief 
from the female convicts, by their removal to the convicts* peni- 
tentiary, but hitherto without effect. A superintending Board 
of Magistrates and Grand Jurors was appointed at the last 
assizes, whose co-operation I have found much advantage from, 
as they have kindly approved of, adopted, and enforced, all my 
regulations for the improvement of our prisons, as for as their 
ayftbilities would admit. 



CORK CONVICT DEp6t. 

In reply to your communication requesting information relative 
to alterations and improvements, and internal management, jkc, 
of the Convict Penitentiary Prison at Cork for the last year-^ 
No alterations have taken place : the only classification is that 
of separating the male and female convicts, the prison admitting 
of no other. With respect to employment, many of the male 
convicts have been, and are employed in re«making and improving 
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the yards and passages; whitewashing, &c. Tailon aad shoe- 
makers firom amongst them are also constantly employed. The 
remainder of them attend the school^ which hais be^ established 
in this prison since 1820^ where great improvement has been 
made by many of them in spelling, reading, writings and 
arithmetic, and the school supplied by the Protestant and 
Roman Catholic chaplains, with religious and other books^ 
which are daily read : the good effects are evident in their 
general good conduct. 

The female convicts are constantly employed in spinning, knit- 
ting, sewing, washing, and mending, &c. which has the best 
possible effect on their conduct. i 

I also think it right to mention, with respect to the officers 
of this prison^ that to their great attention is chiefly owing the 
regularity of such prisoners, as convicts who are committed to it 
for the purpose of being; shipped and banished to New South 
Wales. Many convicts committed to this from other jaiaona, 
and reported to be men of bad character, have been in a great 
measure reclaimed^ previous to their banishment. With respect 
to its cleanliness, it is at all times in the most perfect order. 

No alteration or improvements have been inade for the last 
twelve months in Lifford gaol, in which at present, nearly the 
entire of the women's division, and one of the three halls in the 
crown and sessions end, are occupied. Arrangements, however, 
have been made for the erection of very considerable additions to 
this prison, until the completion of which, there can be litle hope 
of much improvement in discipline, from the difficulty of having 
any thing like complete classification. 

At present we have seven lunatics in the gaol, to which 
they have been committed for want of room in the bedlam, 
a separate place of confinement, which formerly served for the 
county gaol, and is an under-ground damp situation. In this place 
are thirty-six lunatics, just double the number which was usually 
in it before the year 1817, and certainly double the number it 
could accommodate, if aU or even half of them were outrageous. 
The Crown-haU is so disturbed by the lunatics in it, that the 
turnkey finds it extremely difficult to attend to his duty-^-and 
the school carried on in it, is much disturbed. 



BRIDEWELL. 



The city bridewell is in a very ruinous state, the front wall 
requiring props to prevent it from falling into the street, but 
arrangements have been inade for repairing and enlarging it, by 
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the addition of yards for at least four classes of prisoners, and 
other improvements, for effecting which an adequate presentment 
has been made, and an agreement entered into for suitable 
ground, &c. on and about the present site. 



DOWN COUNTY. 

Downpdtrick Gaol, 

I AM happy in being enabled to bear testimony to the vast 
advantage arising from Gaol Schools. A male and female 
school has been established in Down Graol since the last spring 
assizes, and I am fully qualified in stating, that there is a visible 
improvement amongst the prisoners ; and I trust that at no 
distant period we may see the blessed effects arising from the 
institution, as the word of God is the only book made use of 
in the schools. We have not been enabled to provide any work 
for the male prisoners, owing to the* gaol being a very confined 
and insecure one 5 but the females are employed the whole day 
in reading, spinning, knitting, &c. &c. 

I am led to believe that the new gaol vdll be commenced in 
the oourse of the ensuing year. 



DUBLIN COUNTY. 

Kilmainham Gaol. 

No alteration or improvement deserving of notice has taken 
place in Kilmainham Gaol during the past year. 

The Grand Jury have not as yet appointed a schoolmaster, 
nor have I been able, from the distance of the prison from 
Dublin, to obtain gratuitous teachers. I am happy, however, 
to state, that the visiting Ladies continue their kind attentions, 
and to the manifest benefit of the female prisoners. I beg leave 
to refer you to their Report for the quantity of work dbne by 
the female prisoners during the lairt year, and should State thisit 
the regularity and disci{^ne established in this part of our prison 
has been materially forthered by the Grand Jury having appointed 
a very efficient person as matron to the gaol. 

ladies' report. 

The visitors who attend the female department are happy in 
stating, that they have received encouraging assistance frona the 
local authorities, especially from the Grand Jury, who have, in 
two very important ihatters, complied with the veishes of the 
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coimnifttee during the last year -, viz, the remowU q^ tke kangtnan 
from his residence in the centre of the female ward, and in the 
express orders given 'that noi male turnkey shonldliBye aceess to 
the female range. There ave thirty-six meihbers of the Prison* 
Association — a committee usually meet one day in each month; 



Richmond General Penitentiary. 

• 

I AM hzppy to have it in my powei' to infonn you that as &f 
as the system has been tried in the Richmond Generel Peni-^ 
tentiary> the results have been most satis&ctory. Without 
specif^ong particular instances, it may be affirmed, -with the 
strictest regard to truth, tiiat the moral discipline enforced at 
the Ridnnand General Penitentiary has been aMeiidedwith very 
salutary e£kcts. The P^nitentiBry has been c^ned somewhiit 
more than a year and a half'^-many of its present inmates were 
at the first very idle and refractory, but for some months we 
have had nothing, generally speaking, but a scene of good ordei^ 
and continued iiuiiistry. About fourteen have been liberoted, 
and we are not awaie that any of them have returned to their 
former evil course. The governor has kindly permitted me to 
exi^ess, what is his conviction as well as my o^, fW>m the 
little ei^rience that we have had, that the peniteii^uy systeni 
enforced will prove the greatest preventive to the conuuissioil 
of crime. 



DUBLIN CITY. 

Bichniqnd Bridewetl, SotUh Circular Road. 

Richmond Bridewell, Sou^ Circular Road, is in every respect 
greatly improved. New cdb are building, in addition to tiiose 
already built 3 and a general systetfi of employment, and that 
of a profitable nttture, is carttei on through the whole depart- 
ment. Classification is particularly attended toy and deanlmess, 
both as to person aiid kotise, is an object carried into effect by 
the attention of the governor, Mr. Purdon. In addition tb 
employment, a Sunday school is established, and the prisoners are 
insti^ted in their relijgious duties. The profit from the prisoners* 
wotk for last year amounted to J0517. 10«. 6d. The prison is 
under the superintendence of the head ofiice of police, who pay 
much attention to it. 
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ladies' RBFORlr 09 THB RICHMOND BRIDEWKLL^ W6lL 18^1. 

We^ the association fi>r bettering the condition of female 
prisoners, feel it a very agreeable duty to give the friends of 
humanity the gratification of hearing, that the Almighty has been 
graciously pleased, in many instances^ to bless our humble efforts 
with success 5 and that the Richmond Bridewell, to which our 
attention has been chiefly paid, presents an encouraging stimulus 
to us to persevere, and to those in the vicinity of other prisons to 
devote a portion of their time to the reformation of prisonq^s. 
Suffice it to say, that there is an evident hnprovement in the 
appearance and habits of the female prboners, — ^and we hope a 
fttUl better change has taken place in many of them — several of 
whom have learned the government of their tempers, and are 
Qbedient, diligent, orderly, and cleanly. While the Holy Scrip- 
tures are reading, a solemn silence is preserved, and when the 
reader ceases, the prisoners frequently express thenr gratitude. 
The punishment inflicted on refractory prisoners, is solitary con- 
finement, and bread and water. On our first visiting the 
BrideweU, there were generally from ten to fifteen women in the 
cells, and for these last twelve montilis, there has not been more 
than three or four at a time under punishment, and it often 
happens that there is not one,— -our efforts towards reclaiming 
the fdristmers has been seconded by the magistrates, and by the 
governor of the Bridewell ; hence our prospects brighten as we 
go along. A Sunday school has been opened, and most of the 
prisoners are eager to acquire the blessing of being able to read. 
Such of the prisoners who could read, previous to their being 
committed, receive an injunction to teach the ignorant. We 
have the comfort of knowing, that, wiUiin these two last years, 
several who were discharged have earned their own subsistence; 
and others have from their conduct during their imprisonment, 
been taken into respectable services, where they now are 
answering the hopes of those ladies who so kindly care for them. 
Generally speaking, the female prisoners* utter ignorance of all 
that is good, may be attributed to the depravity of their former 
lives.— -In May, 1819, a young woman of meek appearance was 
committed, who had been seduced frpm industrious and respect- 
able parents, and brought a distuice of ISO miles to this city : her 
seducer wishing to be disencumbered of her, withheld her weddy 
allowance, and on his refusing to give her a shilling, she took 
some of his clothes, telling him she would pawn them : he did 
not prevent her, but sent for a police-man, and had her com- 
mitted for a year — a stranger, young, pretty, pennyless, and 
friendless, she seemed to think that she had no alternative but 
that of returning to the same course of life she had been in for 
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sk months prior to her iiii(iriBoniiient ; but no Mxmer wad she 
made sensible of the consequences of a life of sin, than she 
applied to the lady who first exhorted her, to have her parents 
apprized of her repentance, and solicited to receive her; to 
this request they gave a positive refiosalj she was, however, con- 
vinced of her crime, and consented to go into a penitentiary : 
her period of confinement was accordingly abridged to thiee 
months, and she was received into the asyhim, and remained two 
years, where she received rel^ous instruction, and was taught 
reading, needle-work, washing, &c. She was hired by a laBy, 
with whom she is now living, and conducting herself very 
satisfiu^torily. 

FERMANAGH COUNTY. 

EnmiskUlen. 

1 BEo to inform you that there is, and has been for some time 
past, a school in the gaol of this town; and I add, with sincere 
pleasure, that the conduct of the prisoners has been generally 
much better than before. The female prisoners ure supfdied 
with spinning wheels, which is the only employment hitherto 
attempted. 



GALWAY COUNTY. 

There are two schools in the prison, a male and a female, and 
the females are employed in spinning, working, &c. by a com- 
mittee of ladies who superintend that part of Uie prison } but 
the males are not employed. All the prisoners speak Irish, 
and such as can read are supplied with English or Irish books. 



KILDARE COUNTY. 

Naas. 

I HAVE seen great improvement in the outward conduct of the 
prisoners in the gaol, under my observation, by the introduction 
of education, and the word of God. We hear no cursing, and 
scarcely a loud noise. 

'^ Schools have been established at the gaol at Naas, for these 
two years back, and with the most benefieial results,— good 
order and decency prevail, unknown under the former system. 
The keeper acknowledges the improvement which has taken 
place, which has reliev^ the great anxiety and difiiculty of his 
situation j and during a very severe and critical sickness, in 
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which his life was despaired of^ he remarked to me^ that not a 
Ipud word was heard which could affect his recovery. Every 
person of the slightest moral feeling, cannot but appreciate, con- 
tribute to, and help forward,^ a system so opposite to the fonner 
mode of prison discipline — ^ihuch . praise is due to your Society; 
or rather your Society wiU be thankful to the source and foun- 
tain of every blessings £ok the prosperity with which their efforts 
have been attended/' 

LEITRIM COUNTY. 

Carrick'On" Shannon. 

We have had a school for the male prisoners established here 
a good while, and the general effects resulting from it have been 
very gratifying. Since its opening there has not been a single 
occurrence of rioting or violent disorderly conduct, which, 
before, was not unfrequtot, and some individuals appear to have 
derived lasting benefit from the perusal of the Scriptures. Many 
are extremely desirous to take a Bible home with them, and I 
sometimes comply : and others, who could afford it, have pur- 
chased from me the sacred volume. Hitherto there has not been 
a school for the females, but a few days previous to the receipt 
of your letter, I determined, notwithstanding many apparent ob- 
stacles, to endeavour to have one. 



tlMERJCK COUNTY. 

. Limerick. 

Th£ new county gaol will be ready for the admission of 
prisoners immediately after* the ensuing assizes. Its con- 
struction is on the most improved plan, and fiilly capable of 
uniting all the views of the legislature. This gaol has a board 
of superintendence. . 



MEATH COUNTY. 

Trim. 

1 AM happy to be able to say, that the interest which the Board 
of Superintendence, appointed under the late gaol act, manifest 
towards the system of industry and the gaol school, (which I 
reported last year as set on foot in this prison) encourage me to 
hope, that the intention of the legislature, and the views of thfe 
prison association, will be increasingly carried into effect, at least 
as far as the imperfect and inconvenient structure of this gaol 
admits.' The poor prisoners (now approaching to forty in number) 
are in general in full employment, and a large proportion of them 
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read the Testament : those who do not, are learning to do so. 
With respect ta the results, I shall only say, at present, that they 
have fully answered my expectations, in the almost uniformly 
quiet and orderly demeanour of the prisoners while in confinement, 
and I would hope that instances are not wanting of salutary im- 
pressions inflaencing their conduct^ after .their rdease or removal. 
I hope to be able, in my next communication, to announce 
the formation of a ladies* committee for visiting the female 
prisoners. 

SLIGO COUNTY. 

SHgo, 

The school in the Sligo gaol still co|pLtinucs, and is well attended 
by the prisoners, very few- of whom tfl^ect to learn. Since the 
last assizes, a steady and decent woman has been employed to 
instruct the females, and to watch over their morals in the prison. 
This was a measure highly necessary, and which I am glad to 
observe is provided for fiilly by the last gaqj^j^tt.. The nuiuber of 
prisoners committed, since last ass|zes, hag beeii less by one-half 
than that of former years. I triiist that much of this is to be ascribed 
. to the priaon-'dchools and also to the general difibsion of moral and 
religious knowledge produced by the numerous- $chools throug;hr- 
out the county. The average number of illitenjte persons com- 
mitted during the last ydrrf has been about "SO per cent.: in former 
times it exceeded sixty. The industry formerly reported is still 
,kept upji viz. spinning yarn by the females 3 very few of the males 
have any trade on committal 5 such as can weave, ivce employed 
at loomsi Our prison is always remarkably clean and healthy 3 
an eminent physician has been lately appointed, who is very ebii- 
stant in his attendance when necessary. 

The school continues to be well attended by both sexes. That 
for the females is quite distinct, and from the construction of the 
prison (which is new) they cannot have any intercourse with the 
males. Classification is attended to ; the females are constantly 
employed in spinning, needle-work, and washing, and are 
regularly visited by a few benevolent ladies ; an elderly woman 
acts as school-mistress, and superintends the females in the ab- 
sence of the ladies, to whom, as weU as to the officers of the prison, 
she reports any irregularity in their conduct. Looms are provided 
for such of the male prisoners as can weave. A committee from 
the grand jury meet frequently at the prison, and direct any re- 
pairs that may be necessary. An eminent physician regularly 
visits, which has conduced much to the general health of the 
prisoners. 
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FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE 



^vantt. 



The following accounts for the year 1820 are extracted from 
official statements published by the Select Council of Administra- 
tion for the Prisons of P^s^ and of the Department de la Seine, 
imder the presidence of the Prefect of Police j the original 
accounts are detailed with great minuteness^ eadiilnting an 
example of prison calculations and registry worthy of the highest 
commendation. Reports on mo^ of the prisons referred to 
in these statements are to be found in the Appendix of last 
year. 
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An Account of Particulars of the *' gross Expense** of the before- 
mentioned Establishments, for the year 1820. 

. ' j£, s. d, 

Salaries^ boards and expenses attached to the 

official appointments^ including printing, &c — 13^04 15 

Bread and Provisions ; 21,090 16 O 

Medicines... w 1218 O O 

Clothing, washing,, sundry prison furniture, &c.. . 6413 O O 

Firing ; 1769 12 O 

Lighting , 1387 O O 

Incidental chaiges, rent, &c 5778 O O 

Charges of " Corps-de-Garde'* 174 8 O « 

Expense of public religious service . 41 18 O ; 

• 

Expense of elementary insthidtioh O O O { 

Biuial expenses -..-...;-. 96 a O 

^e 51,273 17 O I 
Transport of prisoners .\ 197 5 O 

^^51,471 2 O i 

N. B. The average total number of persons in confinement is ; 
4575 per day for the whole year, making the average of the cost 
of the prisoners £ll, 5s» per annum. 
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Extract of a Letter, dated Paris, 2Ut April, 182^. 

You will be delighted to receive the r^x>rt of the PriwD 
Montaign^ which has been under the Marshal Suchet*8 care 
scarcely three years: this prison contains soldiers only^ sent 
there for insubordinajtion and petty crimes; the Marshal in- 
formed me that when he first entered this prison he found 
the prisoners in such a dreadful state of riot and disorder, 
that for some time he was obliged to have a guard with 
him, with their fire-arms loaded with ball. I found 120 of 
these men learning to read. The morning is dedicated to 
instruction, and the afternoon to the acquirement of some 
trade, by which they have gained in the course of two yeiua a 
small capital from 150 to 800 francs ; and numbers have been 
restored to their regiments so completely changed, that their 
good and exemplary conduct, in addition to their having learnt 
to read and write, has induced their superiors to advance them 
to corporals, of which I have the proofe with me, and intend to 
draw up a separate report on this excellent and successful 
establishment. 



ST. LAZAKB. 

Report of a recent Vint, 

Paris, ^ugutt 1822. 

The number of prisoners confined here at present are 440. 
They are all females who have been sentenced to seclusion, 
either for a certain number of years, or for life; the shortest 
period is five years ; the public eoLhibition in an iron collar forms 
a previous part of the punishment of all who are brought here. 
Taking into consideration the mildness of the French penal 
code, it will at once be observed that the offences of which the 
inmates of St. Lazare have been found guilty, are generally of 
a heinous nature : even infanticide, assassination, and other 
descriptions of murder, are amongst the crimes punished here. 
In fact, this institution is for females precisely what the galleys 
are for men. There are at present in the prison thirteen whose 
sentence is perpetual imprisonment. The building, though quite 
on the old construction, and consequently ill adapted to the 
purpose of general inspection, is in many respects very suitable \ 
it is large, and well aired ; most of the apartments are spacious 
and lofty, and. there are good windows in the sleeping rooms. 
The latter are placed on each side of long well- ventilated galleries. 
In each of the bed-rooms there are from two to six beds. In 
Hiese qxutments oonaderable pains are taken with regard to 
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classification^ according to the characters oi the prbcmers $ but 
it does not appear to be even attempted in the work-rooms : of 
these there are eight or mote, viz. three rooms for needle-work, 
one for mending the linen, &c. of the house, a fifth for knitting, 
a sixtJbi for the cutting of French cashmeers and the printing of 
fthawls, a seventh for the pressing and forther prqiaring of the 
Aawls, an eighth for preparing rabbit skins for the hatters. In 
each of these rooms there arQ from 20 to 60 prisoners, super- 
intended by a matron. Great quiet and order speared generally 
to prevail amongst the criminals, who were working very in- 
dastnonaty. The women are according to their merit advanced 
from one description of work to another, so that a constant 
emulation is excited amongst tlu^n. The produce of the 
women's labour is estimated at 100,000 francs a year, some of the 
most skilful gaining a fran(i and a half a day $ the average is a 
franc : of tiiese earnings one-third is kq)t by the government, 
one-third is paid to the prisoner every two weeks, and one- 
third reserved to be paid to them on quitting the prison. One 
foom is devoted to medical preparations i the a|^Muntus is very 
diean 5 a remark which applies to the whole of the establishment. 
There are three infinnaries, and the average number of 
invalids is about 60 ^ a very laige pprtioA of their complaints are 
pulmonary. Considering the uriness of the apartments, and 
the comfort of the accommodations^ this great want of health 
must be principally attributed to their former manner of life. 
There were eighteea deaths last year, but this is rather more 
than the average. The prisoners rise at six o'clock in summer, 
and eight in winter, and leave off work at seven in sumnierand 
eight in vidnter. After the hours of work,^they are allowed to 
we exercise in one of the laige court-yards, whidbi are in the 
centre of the buildings They have only one meal in the day, at 
nofm : it consists of beans^ peas, &c. acoprdiog tq the season, 
a substantial portion of bre^, and somp cowuon spup$ pn 
Sundays and Thursdays they are allowed meat. No other pro- 
visions of any kind are allowed to be procured by the prisoners, 
except at the canteen in the prison, and no prisoner is ever 
suffered to purchase more than a quarter of a litre (i. e. a little 
more than half a pint) of wine. We were surprised to learn 
that they are permitted to see their friends twice every week j 
the communication is through an iron grating, which precludes 
the possibility of their availing themselves of this opportunity to 
introduce any thing into the prison. Comfort was, we thought, 
too much promoted) indeed there was hardly any thing in the 
establishment to recal to our minds that we were in a prison. 
Though the effect which this system may produce upon tJie in- 
dividuals subjected to it, may not be prejudicial, it must tend 



as a chapel: 
manufectoty. 



M FRANCE* 

Id renderfimiMhtli^nlt >l6ii8 an db^ thaiiit ot^ht td be^ 

The keei>l^'l¥ift>fi»^d[«ib^ that th^re' is Hot mud) difficultj m 
makitakiingr- birder athongst the prisoners. In order to effect it^ 
they hfiive liferent pnni^toieiitS; the severest of whidi is soMtary 
^nfinemetit during periods proportioned to their misconduci 
(6. g. 24 hottts^ 48 hours^ and even a week :) the best proof ef 
the di^pliiie maintained in the gaol is afforded by the sttnll 
number of^osewtio return to the prison after the expiratio« tH 
theur oonfimftnent. The -gaoler thinks that they certanly do aoi 
average f(ifiir* per cent. ' •■- ■^^ 

There>is a-lai^e good room in the building, which is fitted l^ 
It was^ during -the Revc^utiott^ esmployed asi 
Mass and vespers are read there every Sunday; 
and on saints' days^ and the priest attends on other ttey^ in the 
week to give iiistmction and visit the sick. Most of the womoi 
can r^^ and they have, access to the Scriptures; A Protestant 
clergyman attends the prison. • ' • u'* 

If the prisoners conduct themselves weU,* ar& ordertyy- i^ 
dustrious/ and slri^l in their operations^ it not trnfrequcndy 
happens tliat the Royal favour is extended in commuting'^le 
jpunishmient < thus those who iiave been sentenced to pemtaal 
impri^nment^ liave It Mfddl53d to'along term'Of-yenSy.atti^(ml 
this may be shottened if tliey continue to behave weQ. Whoi 
convicts are brought to the prison they 'are esMmined by tiie 
sut^eon— ^if they ar^ deelareld sick^ they are sent to tlie infirmary} 
if noty their dlotbes ai^ taken fit)m them^ a prison dress is pot 
•upon ihem> and they areseiJt to the knitting-room | this onployo 
ment being cdnsid^d the lowest de6<jription of work^ 

It may not be amiss to remark^ that the distressing accoostt 
of the gaoler as t6 the c6Adu<it.of ' some' of the prisoners^ gave 
ample confirmation to the opinion thiit it is a matter of the: veiy 
first importance to allot separate sleeping cdk to the prisonefS> 
wherever it is practicable. 
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GENEVA, 

Letter from Sir F.p*brEnw>is, C(m9emer d^Etat, igc. to the 
' Chairman of the Committee, dated Geneva, April S, 1822. 

, I SAD the honour of writing to you on the 27th February, and 
of sending ymi with the pilan of our new Penitentiary a dnuight 
of the Act which related to it, also a copy of the Report which 
i ha4 btoi directed to prepare to be laid before our Repre- 
aentative CoonciL I have now the saiis&cdon of announcing to 
you, that this plan and the projected law which are enclosed 
faevewith, have been adopted, and that a sum equal to about 
jl^OpO sterling has been placed at the disposal of Uie Conseiller 
d*£tat, who has. already commenced the work of laying the 
foondiUions of the edifice^ 

Persuaded ai9 1 am that you will not regard without interest a 
smaU^tate such as 4»in, giving i()rth the exam^ of so great a 
pecuniary sacrifice, to procure to itself the advantages of a 
system ^^fdisdplineyttowBHb the propagation of which your 
Society has so much contributed ; 1 think 1 may in some man*- 
ntr anticipate >your intentions,: in taking the liberty of sub- 
mitting to you a iresh series ' of queries (on various parts of 
mtemal constartiction) which will prove to you how muck we 
esteem the opportunity of enlightoiing ourselves by means of 
your experience.*-*! 'have the honour to be^ &c. ' . y 

(Signed) F. lyivBRNOis. 



CANTON DE GENEVE. 

LOl. Pour V Etablissement d*une prison p^itentiaire. 
y Du 13 Mars 1822. 

'Nous Syndics et Conseils de la R^publique et Canton de 
Geneve, savoir faisons, que le Conseil Repr^sentatif et Souverain, 
siir la proposition du Conseil d'Etat, a d^r6td ce qui suit: 

AllTICLB J^BjBllISR, 

11 sera ^tabli une prison p^nitentiait-e. 

Art. 2. EUe sera construite dans le Bastion dc Hesse. 
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Art. 3. EUe aura des quartiers distincts^ propres k s^parer ks 
condamn^ en diverges classes. 

Art. 4. Lea detenus dans la prison p^nitentiaire seront assujettfe 
au travail. 

Art. 5. Une loi d^terminera les prindpes du regime int^rieor 
de cette prison. 

Art. 6. Le conseil d*etat est autoris^ k employer k la am- 
struction de cette prison jusqu*^ la somme de fl. 450^000. 

Art. 7* Cette somme sera foumie de la mani^re snivimte: 

1^. Par I'eKc^dant des recettes de 18^^ s'^l^vant k fl. 7SfiQ0J&. 

9P, Par un einprunt que le conseil d'etat est autoris^ k ftire au 
ftir et k mesure des beisoins^ lequel pourra s'^lever juaqa'k la 
somme de fl. 374^19. 7» et dont Tint^:^ n'exio6dera paa qoatre 
pour cent par an. 

Art. 8. Get emprunt sera divis^ en actions de fl. 9500, leBqueflet 
seront remboursdes au plus tard d^ le nlbis de D^oembre 1880, 
k raison de quarante actions par anrn^e. 

Art. 9. Les actions numdrot^ seront inscrites sur un rf^islre 
tenu k la chambre des comptes. La cession des actions 8*op6nsia 
par une ddduration de transfer inscrite sur le dit registre. 

Art. 10. Les paiemens indiqu6s ci-dessua pourront tee an- 
ticip^, en avertissant les pr^teurs trois mois k TaVaikce. 

Art. 11. Dans tons les cas de remboursement d*action8> oa 
suivra Tordre de leurs num^ros. 

Le conseil d*dtat est chaigd de hire promulguer les. prdsentes 
dans la forme et le terme presents. 

^Fait et donn£ k Geneve le treize Mars mil huit cent vingt-deux, 
sous le sceau de fat rdpublique et la signature de Tun de nos se- 
cretaires d*dtat. LuLLiN, Secretaire SiM, 

Le cpnseil d*dtat promulgue ce joiur la loi d^dessus pour toe 
exdcutoire dans tout le canton, d^ le jour de demain. 

Gentve, le 27 Mars, 1822. De Rochss, Secrdiaire dTiina. 



Translation of Extracts from the Rqfwrt presented by Sir F. 
DlvERNOis, Cons, d*Eiat, to the Sovereign Council of the 
Canton de Genkw, dated Febrwiry 4th, 1822. 

'* As oiur ancient penal jurisprudence, wbich disposed of our 
male£Eu;tors by banishment, has been succeeded by a code whidi 
condemns them to labour, the Prison de TEv^did, in tluB 
city, has become entirdy dispropdrtioned to our present cir- 
cumstances : it is, therefore, indispensable dther to re-constmct 
it, or to raise another suffidently spacious, that the oonvidf 
may be there subjected to different species of labour. Under 
laws which pronounce imprisonment for the greater part of 
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orimea^ it is abeolulely aeees^ur^ %o iatrodiioe lato our new 
prison a penitentiary r^me, by the aid of which we may reason- 
Kbly flatter ourselves that the individuals therein confined will 
not return to that society which they have outraged^ until their 
reformation shall offer some pledge that they wiU not again 
violate thje laws. Since their rerormationy then, is not less 
important than their punishment, the State wliidi refuses to 
incur the expensi^ necessary to attain this end, does not con- 
sult either the preservation of public order, or its own pecuniary 
interests. Who indeed cannot behold unequivocal proofe that 
criminals, returned to society before they are reformed, and 
after beii^ mendered still more perverse, cost the State in charges 
of police, of judiciary prosecutions, and of renewed mainte- 
nance, much beyond the expense of a system that would restore 
to habits of industrious labour and good conduct ?*' 

The Report then proceeds to refer to the experience derived 
in this country (Great Britain) from a bad and a good system 
of prison discipline ; and shews that, under the former treatment, 
offenders are found to return in a far greater ratio to our prisons, 
thus rendering themselves not only most obnoxious, hut most 
expensive to the State ^ that since the introduction of the im- 
proved system, the small proportion of re-commitments evince 
that some powerful deterring and corrective effect has been pro- 
duced. 

'' These conclusions, so instructive, sufficiently show that the 
severe, uniform, and more than monastic regimen to which 
criminals are constantly subjected in well-ordered Penitentiaries, 
the moral discipline and continual restraints from which th^y 
cannot escape — ^the recollection of the terrible dark pdl, which is 
the most efficacious punishment for the refractory— Ine long and 
disheartening abstemiousness inflicted upon them — the absolute 
privation ofall spirituous liquors — the imposition of constant 
labour and profound silence — ^and lastly, the exhortations to 
repentance which meets them day after day, altoge^er inspire 
them (if they should fail to reform them) with a dread of 
coming again within the prison-walls^ And as to the expense 
which would be incurred by the necessary measures for obtaining 
a constant supply of work, should our convicts even be 
employed at a loss, or should the profit of their labour not 
entirely cover the cost, this expense, this loss, cannot be other- 
wise than a gain to society." 

Instances arc then quoted of the extent of prdBt derived from 
the labour of criminals in some of the prisons in England and 
Scotland. 
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*' Considering the small number iof .cmr coiivict^^ I am Ott*^ 
from believing that we may ev^r see the ^vakte of their work 
greatly reaHzed^^ and I am not srore that we ought to desire 
this to be the case. But their labour already begins to present 
a net produce^ and if it should ever hai^)en to attain to the sum 
of 18^000 florins, it would cover the raterest of ^e capital 
required for the pixiposed building. 

*'*The success of our scheme wiH principally depend upon 
placing the proceedings of the governor of oUr prison^ and of 
his officers, as well as the labour and the moral reformation of 
our prisoners, under the superintendeniie of one or two com^ 
mittees, the members of which will make arrangemeniB amongst 
themselves to pay frequent visits to the prison. Will it be more 
difficult at Geneva than elsewhere, to unite a dozen pelrsons, who 
will consider it as a duty to devote gratuitously a portion of 
their time and abilities to the public sarvice ? Already three 
committees have been organized to attend periodicaUy to our 
prisons. 

^' A singular gogd fortune occurred at the period when the 
commissioners w^re engaged in looking out for some means 
of providing a proper building in the city, for the purposes 
above refenred to : — two English travellers, connected wilh the 
association formed in London, — the Society for the Improvement 
of Prison Discipline, — arrived at Geneva : I had the honour of 
accompanying these two gentlemen (William Allen and Stqphen 
Grellet) to our prison^ and had the mortification to hear them 
express, on quitting our ancient Ev^ch^, that firom the nature of 
the ground, the defective arrangements and construction of the 
building, it was one of the most improper they had seen for the 
establismnent of a Penitentiary ^ and they promised to direct 
that aecessaiT plans and instructions should be fprwarded from 
London. I have already stated to your lordslups, that although 
we had authorised and invited persons of talent, in the prepara- 
tion of their plfuis for our inspection, to miJce iise or the 
engraved plans sent from London, no one had attempted or 
thought it practicable to turn them to any account, a circum- 
stance which had, without doubt, tended too much to divert 
our attention from them. We examined them again, ^d 
not without advantage j since we acknowledged unanimously 

* The introduction of the stepping-mill has been Btrongly recommended to 
our worthy and enlightened correspondent ; its application to the grinding of 
com may perhaps pnove very profitable in so condensed a neighbotirhooa of 
consumers aa the city of Geneva^may-be said to form. 
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that the London plan deserved the preference orer that at which 
We had been so long labouring. The English design requires^ in 
faet^ to be deeply studied^ in order completely to comprehend 
the object and connexion of all its parts. At first sight, it pre« 
sents to the eye disagreeable outlines, insulated wards, appa- 
rently detached from the building of the inspector, and sepa* 
rated by triangular court-yards, which radiate in all directioDB. 
An attentive examination soon discovers, that although ihe 
court-yards and buildings are all so sepaiated, the inspector 
can so much the better see from his apartment what is passing 
in them -, it is, in reality, a kind of panopticon, completed by 
the aid of forms less agreeable to the eye than the circular form. 
Being once penetrat^ by this combination of advantages, the 
Commissioners no longer hesitated to give up the design to 
which they were naturally attached, in order to undertake a new 
one, founded upon the principles, the applicatioB of which the 
English Committee so strongly recommended. In adapting 
them to our locality, they flatter themselves that they have intro-> 
duced some slight improvements. 

'' After having adverted at some length to all that relates to 
the administrative part of our project, we proceed to the finan- 
cial, and, consequently, the legislative part. 

** The Council has particularly cliarged me to express to your 
Lordships the regret they feel in stating, from the estimate of 
the proposed edifice, that it will require the sum of 450,000 
florins. This sum is undoubtedly heavy 5 but if your Lord- 
ships consider the undertaking as indispensable, yon vrill doubt- 
less think also that any economy which would diminish the 
strength or efficiency of our new prison, so as to give tb our 
prisoners any hope of escape, would be an injuriotis saving. 
After all, prisons, where the malefactor undergoes, according 
to the laws, just punishment for his ^me, are, in the order of 
society, the chief safeguard for the security of our persons and 
ouv property. The expense to which such an establishment 
leads, constitutes a debt, from which society cannot withdraw 
itself, without being itself rendered liable to saorifice. If, then« 
to dear this debt, it becomes indispensable to impose upon your 
constituents new burdens, we do not believe that your Lordships' 
can hesitate to authorise them.** 

The Report concludes vrith submitting the means of raising 
the above sum, partly by applying the excess of revenue for 
the year, and partly by loan^ at rour per cent., to be paid off 
after a term of years. 
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IThe following Description of the state of Prison Discipline in 
the kingdoms of Spa^ and Portugal will he read with great 
interest. For the communication of it, the Committee are under 
very essential obligations to a highly respected friend, and 
member of the Society, The communication is addressed to the 
Chairman of the Committee, and is dated May 1822.] 

f^ROM the epoch in which the Inquisition refined i^n and 
perfected all the horrors of imprisonment^ the state of the gaols 
in the Peninsula had until lately been most dreadful. During the 
French invasion^ though the immediate melioration of the prisons 
was frequently discussed, the whole nation was too incessantly 
occupied by the terrible struggle in whicfc it wa3 engaged, to give 
any efficient attention to this, or indeed any other subject uncon- 
nected with that devastating war. Something, however, was done ; 
and the abolitiqn of the ^' Holy Office '* released many victims 
from that '^awiful thrall," which placed them beyond the reach 
even of benevolent curiosity, and left them to the arbitrary decree9 
of secret tribunals, and to the imseen vengeance of irresponsible 
and unknown judges. 

Many of the leading characters of Spain have at one period 
or another learned, by sad and severe experience, the miseries of 
the former prison system ; they have been taught to sympathize 
with the wretched prisoner, for they hare been the witnesses of, 
and the sharers in, the horrors of his imprisonment. 

At Madrid, I have seen cells firom which prisoners have come 
forth in utter and incurable blindness: there were others in 
which the body could rest in no one natural position, neither sit- 
ting, nor standing, nor kneeling, nor lying down. 

Though numberless instances of cruelty rush upon my mind, 
their recital might be ill-placed here -, but it maybe well, for tbe 
sake of illustration, to r^er to the sufferings of two individuals, 
well known in this country, who have since occupied high and im-, 
portant offices in the state. One of them dediftred, that in the 
three first days of his arrest he employed himself in counting 
the number of vermin which he destroyed on his body 5 they 
amounted to thirty thousand ! Another deputy assured me, that 
when allowed to change his linen, it had on every occasion, 
become so pestiferous, that notliing which he could offer would 
induce any individuals, however poor, to receive it into their 
houses, and it was washed from tune to time by a benevolent and 
respectable lady, who, in her open balcony, undertook a task 
which her lowest menial had refused to peribrm. 
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In truth, no fiufTeriiigt can be conceived more intplerable than 
tjbose of many a prisoner confined in jbnner times in the gaols of 
the Peninsula.* In a moist, miserable and dreary dungeon, 
oppressed with heavy chains, without a book to console him by 
day, without even a handful of straw on which to stretch him- 
self at night 3 supplied with bad and[ insufficient food ; shut out 
from al} notice, from all sympathy, and in the hands of those 
whose hearts were as cold and. as hard as the walls that enclosed 
him — what situation can be more terrible ? I once noticed, oa 
the walls of a Spanish prison, an admirable picture, drawn with 
charcoal, of an old and exliausted victim (pourtrayed perhaps 
by the sufferer himself), lus beard unshorn, lus body wasted; his 
countenance- betokening despair, his fetters insupportable ; and 
ben^fUh wpre these lines : — 

*^ O deem not, mkwbrl^Iiktf tills. 
That Hhe worst luflfering is to die! 
No I dving were a priyQ^ed Uiss 
To the tired sous of misery." f 

And to tuch sons of misery, death must have been a blessing. 

Immediately after the re-establishment of the Constitutional 
Government in Spain, the first Cortes occupied themselves in 



* An extract from a recent ^blioation on Prisons, by D^. Jsoobo \^Uanova 
y Jordan, one of the Spanbh Judges, may here be added ^— 

'* In 1814, the King,.for the &st time, visited the prisons of Madrid. At 
tins period those ficig^tfbl chains were in use, whidi he' ordered to be de- 
Strom. There, also, were to be seen the cells, under .grouid, destitiite of 
▼entilation, where, to ^ ruin of health and mon^ many poor wretehes wwa 
obliged to sleep together, and respire the most impure aiid noisome attqf^ 
s{Aere ; and the courts wb^n^, at the close of^day, legions of immense nits 
issue forth, spreading into every comer, robbing the poor prisoner of his 
scanty allowance, and ^stnrbing his rest The criminal, the lover, andliie 
murderer, liie debtor and the robber, the forger and the raffian, w«re herded 
indiseris^nately togpBlber, and he who was guihkss, along widi them« Amsmg 
the keepess, some were found who hardly kxiew the persons .pf their nriaooers. 
In the prison called the Town Gaol (whidi is shortly to be abolished, and the 
prisoners sent to ^t termed *' De la Corte")* there was a square room, 
about eight yards in length, and nine Ibet high ; it was entered by an ex- 
tremely daric and narrow passage, at each end of which wen twa doors. TIm 
prisoner confined witiiin this space never saw. tile %ht .of ^^en. The pave- 
ment was of sandstone, and in the centre lihere was an iron collar, with a 
chain to confine the prisoner down to it. ' Although I bave not seen the 
grilkra of this gaol, 1 imagine it was as bad, or even worse than tiiat of tlia 
Town Gaol. It was an instrument used fiir torture, for sudi prisoners as did 
not confess, to compel them to do so." 

t *^ No«8 verdadquclamuerte, 
Sea el mas mjEUp 4a los males; 
Es un alivio de \oi mortales 
Que son causadoe de pensr." 
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applying remedies to some of the most obvious evils of the 
prison system. They speedily decreed, that no prisoner what* 
ever should, on any pretence whatever, be confined in any un- 
wholesome or subterraneous dupgeon, or in any place not visited 
by the natural light of day. They also ordered, that no chains 
or fetters of any sort should, on any occasion, be employed j and 
I confess it was no small satis&ction to me, in my progress 
through Spain, to witness the destruction of those dismal cells 
which had been the scenes of so much calamity. The Cortes 
proceeded to form a prison committee, whose attention is espe- 
cially directed to the state of the Spanish gaols 3 and several 
writers have sprung up, who have been directing the public atr 
tention to the subject, and who have excited a spirit of inquiry, 
and a desire of useful exertion throughout the Peninsula. Several 
of the public journals have lent themselves cheerfully to the im- 
portant object 5 and I have remarked, indeed, in every quarter, 
that anxiety for information,^ which is the herald of benevolent 
action. In most of the towns in Spain, the prisons are placed 
under the inspection of citizens elected by the popular sufiVages ; 
and their attention to their charges has greatly tended to stop the 
arbitrary proceedings which had been sanctioned, as it were, by 
the habits ^f centuries. 

Don Jacobo Villanova, now a Judge at Valencia, proposed to the 
Cortes the adoption of Mr.Bentham*s Panopticon plan of a prison, 
with sundry modifications. His scheme was referred to the Prison 
Committee, who requested a Report ftom the Royal Society of 
Madrid. That Report being favourable, the Committee proposed 
that in all the ca{Mtals of the kingdom, and . in all the towns in*^ 
whidi there resides a Judge of the first rank, — viz. between three 
and four hundred — ^prisons shaU be constructed on the central in- 
spection plan, of a size suited to the population, in which security, 
ventilation, salubrity, and an abundance of water, shall be pro- 
vided for 5 that these prisons shall be constructed remote m>m 
all other buildings, and at the extremity of the tow^is or cities 
referred to. They declare that the government of a prison shaU 
be deemed honorary, and be given to military officers — in the 
provinces, captains — in the capital, colonels — whose salary shall 
be, in Madrid, 24,000 rials 5 * in the chief towns, 16,000 rials 5 f 
in the small towns, 10,000 rials 3 % and that he shall be personally 
responsible for the security and discipline of the prisoners, and 
for carrying into effect the prison regulations. The magistrates 
shall elect all other officers of the prison, and shall form the re-. 
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guiatlons, which -must be submitted to the govaemment for ap- 
proval. They propose that all prison fee3 whatever shall,. be 
abolished ; that there shall be classificatioa d^)endent on age^ 
crimes^ signs of p^nitence^ &c. ^ that the untried shall not be 
confounded with the condemned; that labour shall be introduced^ 
the severity of which shall depend on the character of the crime^ 
and other circumstances connected with the criminal | that a 
committer be appointed for visiting the prisons, and for seeing 
that the proposed regulations be carried into effect. 

The Committee of the Cortes introduce the subject with the 
following melancholy details^ in which there is no exaggeration, 
nor attempt to delude. 

The prisons of Spain, beginning by those of Madrid, are hor- 
rible caverns, in which it is impossible that health should be long 
preserved. It seems impossible that men should ever have been 
found so fierce and inhuman as to construct such edifices for 
their fellow-men. But if this appear incredible, how much more 
so is it that in the nineteenth century these dwellings should 
be still kept up— the shame and the execration of humanity. 
Dark dungeons, without light or air, are found in the two pri- 
sons of Madrid, of the Corte and of the FiUa; — ^nothing but a 
miserable and insufficient ration provided for human beings 3 — 
condemned to live for years in utter darkness j — breathing 
mephitic air 3 — hearing nothing but the noise of bolts and fetters; 
— ^having no companions but the swarms 'of vermin which cover 
the walls of their sloomy abode, which incessantly prey upon 
their persons ; — and condemned to sleep upon a mat, covered 
with a few filthy rags. 

The doom of those who occupy the courts is hardly better. 
Exposed through the day to the intemperance and inclemency of 
the seasons ^ l^y, wearied with their own existence j ohl^ed 
constantly to listen to oaths and curses, grossness and obscenity — 
they suffer in an earthly hell — ^and to them the terrible denuncia- 
tions of religion can have no anticipated terrors. And if in the 
day their fate is horrible, by night it is worse. Condemned to 
subterraneous dungeons, damp, and full of vermin, shut out 
from the common air — these are the scenes of their repose -, and 
the hour which brings to other mortals rest and sleep, prepares 
for them only mortification, shame, and misery. 

Such is the gloom and insalubrity of the prisons of the king- 
dom. In Andalusia, there is not one which humanity can 
approve. Of the 1,285 towns of the Chancelleria of Valla- 
dolid, only 167 have safe and wholesome prisons,* so that 

* ** This 18 said by way of contrast ; there is no prison that can be called 
 wholeaome.** 



1^118 towns are without prisons, or possess such as are unhealthy 
and insecure; and almost all are without sufficient means of 
subsistenee. In Grenada there are but twenty-two prisons which 
can be called capadoUs, secure, and tolerably salubrious ; there 
sre four hundred and ninety-one small, insecurie prisons, draendant 
on charity. Those of Gallicia are in the *worst condition. In Astu- 
rias, there is not one which is safe, nor which possesses the 
means of serving food to the prisoners. In Estramadura, there 
are only a few, and those unhealthy. In Arragon, the only se- 
cure and healthy prisons are those of Alcaniz, Calatayud, and 
Zaragoza; the rest are so bad, that it is impossible to say 
which is the worst among them; and there are I,S80 towns 
and villages without any prisoii. In the whole kingdom of 
Valencia, where there are a million of inhabitants, thert is 
scarcely one secure and wholesome prison. In Cataloniia, there 
are many districts without prisons ; the number of tolerably safe 
iindhedkhy prisons is forty- five ; but they have no funds for the 
tnaihtenauce of the criminals '. but the prisons of the Balearic 
Isles are worse than all. They are mazmorras {Moorish dungeons), 
and holes, where the stench, the humidity, and want of air, have 
caused more mortality than the virulent pestilence. 

The Ipss of liberty, and the punishment imposed by the law, 
are surely enough ror the unfortunate criminal. What right 
has society, by its neglect or indifference, to superadd these ]£r- 
rors ; to confirm all that is atrocious in vice ; to eradicate every 
thing that is left of virtue ; to mingle the swindler with the 
homicide ; the young and timid practitioner with the old and 
daring, and irreclaimable criminal ; and in a situation where, to 
do them any justice, every individual prisoner requu-es an indi- 
vidual guard } 

It is, indeed, high time that such scenes of outrage should exist 
no longer ; that such horrors should be blotted fit)m the very 
memory of man. It is, indeed, high time that the light of civi- 
lization should penetrate those deadly dungeons — dungeons un- 
visited as yet by the purie light of day, or the beams of the 
idvifjring sun. 

For the Cortes this work was reserved, and to them its glory 
will belong 5 and it will bear their memonr down to mture 
grateful generations. " Is it possible," said some of the pri- 
soners in the Madrid gaol, to one of the Committee who visited 
them ; '^ is it possible that the fkthers of the country are ahfeady 
assembled in the sanctuary of the laws, and that they will not 
meliorate our situation ? We ask ho pardon for our crimes ; * 



» When I was at Seville, the following' verses were put into my hands by 



we will suffer with resignation the penalties of the law; but 
why this unnecessary bitterness ;— why these antieipated ponish- 
menti^ worse than death itself ? If crimes have malde us respon- 
sible to the law ^ if error, if ignorance, if a defective education, 
have dragged us into crimes, it is just that we should pay the price 
of our excesses ; but it is not just that we should be treated 
with inhumanity and barbarity. Whatever our crimes have been, 
we were bom men, and ought still to be looked on with the 
respect due to human nature. We are Spaniards ! Our blood is 
your blood j — we are of one religion with you $ — we are part of 
our country's great family.** The Committee could not but 
sympathise with such expressions of misery 3 they request that 
Government df immediately meliorate the state of the prisons, 
giving ventilation to the apartments^ abolishing all subterranean 
dungeons 3 and they recommend the adoption of the central 
inspection plan 3 that the prisoners be always within sight ; that 
no light and air be wanting; that there be a classification of 
crimes and sexes 3 that the internal arrangements be simplified 3 
that idleness be succeeded by industry 3 that food, cleanliness, 
and clothing be provided for the prisoners 3 and that every prison 
contain an apartment for the arrest^ before committal, a hall 
of audience, an hospital, and a chapel. 



Uie prisoners, in which the same sehtiments are expressed, but in language 
less polished : — 

V. S. eondecorados 
A esta carcel an benido 
Qae asin podran desbalido 
Imploran Bu^stra piedad. 
Buestrti Hberiealidad, 
Creo no a de permitir, 
Dcjar los presos salir; 
De buestro bien desairado. 
Antes hiran reinedlado 
Los inflelicez de aqui. 

Lo dice un Desgraciado Forastero. Q, & M, B, G. P. 

Ye chosen ones, whose footsteps bend 
In m^rcy toward this prison ceU, 
Where we, the sons of sorrow, dweU 3 

Your p]ty to our accents lend. 

We dare not ask for liberty. 

However liberal ye may be ; 
But we will hope your generous care 
Win feel our wants, and hear our prayer. 

And soothe the prisoner's misery. 

Drawn up by an Unfortunate Foreigner. 
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. Hitherto^ by a hetribaroiis and criminaj cuBtom, the priaons of 
Sfmm have. been « pecuniary possession^ let out to the best bid- 
der, who> in tiie ill-treatment and exactions on the pridoners^ 
made their fortunes by the miseries they created. The taxes on 
.'ef^eringy for exemptions from irons, for better or worse apart- 
ments> and on leaving the prison> made the criminal the victlDi 
of injustice, in innumerable forms. 

In this spirit of humanity, did the Committee discharge then* 
dijty. Their names deserve to be recorded.— Viu-gas Ponce, 
Ramos AQspe, Alvarez Guerra, ViUanueva, Priego^ Canabal, 
l^avarro, Ugarte, and Isturiz. The multiplicity of business 
which crowded on the Cortes, prevented the adoption or the dis>- 
cussion of their plan 5 but the present Cortes will be enga^ 
ei^ long in carrying into efifect the benevolent scheme^ of 
their predecessors. 

I wdl now venture to give some details respecting the prisons 
at Madrid, Cordova^ Seville, Cadiz, and Lisbon. 



MADRID. 

Tbb great prison at Madrid is called La Catcel de la Cork, 
It was originally built by Philip IV. in 1636 ; but the greater 
part of the ediiBce, which was employed as a prison. Was de- 
stroyed by fire in 1791, and rebuilt in 1792j when the Salvador 
Convent was added to it. It is situated in the midst of the 
capital, surroimded by streets, which a^e composed of very high 
houses, from whence commmiication may be held with many 
of the celb. The form of the prison, which occupies a large 
space, is wholly irregular, and its internal arrangements are ill- 
adapted to its objects, for which indeed only apart of it was ori- 
ginally intended. The general average of prisoners is about 
three hundred, though it might be made to contain five him'* 
dred. In August, 1821, there were only two hundred and se- 
venty, of whom seventeen were women. 

There are^two yards, one of which has rather a handsome ap- 
pearance, being supported by pillars, and having colonnades and 
arches. It is pav^, and occupied by the industrious part of the 
prisoners. The other yard is damp and unwholesome. In each 
of the yards there is a cistern of good water. Till very lately, 
the state of the privies was most intolerable 5 but arrangements 
are now being carried into effect for cleaning them, and for their 
removal from the rooms occupied by the prisoners. The wcdls 
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had pauages are all exoeedingly neglected ; they are cohered 
Mrith fil^h and vemmi. There is no arrangement made fbr 
washing or cleaning the interior of the prison, except an order 
that it shall be swept weekly } but the state of the aparfcm^ita 
is as bad as can be conceived. The situation of every prisoner 
depends not at all on his crimes^ but on his purse. Twenty- 
five to thirty dollars are paid by every individual to the gaoler for 
removal to the better apartments^ and this sum isexacted^ whe- 
ther the imprisonment be for a day^ or for life. In thia way all 
crimes become confounded 5 and the assassin or the robber^ who 
have retained the profits of their crimes, are blended with indivi- 
duals confined for misdemeanours or political offences. I £»und, 
for example^ the chiefs of banditti, imprisoned for ten years or for 
life, in the same apartment with respectable public writers, as 
yet untried and imcondemned. 

The prisoners pass the whole of the day in the patioi, or 
courts. This is universal in Spain, and accords with the climate 
and with the habits of the people, who are always accustomed 
to spend the great part of the day in the open air. They leave 
their night-rooms at sun-rise, and return to them at sun-set. 
The night-rooms are close, even to suffocation. Many of them 
had formerly no light : windows have been introduced since 
the decree of the Cortes 5 the light is, however, very insuffi- 
cient. There is little ventilation, and the stench is intolerable. 
Oil is allowed for light tiU midnight 5 the daily quantity for the 
whole prison is ^ J pounds. From thirty to forty individuals 
sleep in the same apartment. No bedding or straw is provided -, 
but the prisoners sleep on raised places, formed by bricks, about 
a foot high, two feet wide, and six feet long ! 

As many of the religious orders in Spain interest themselves 
particularly in the relief of the infirm and diseased, the sick pri- 
soners seem generally to obtain prompt attention. An apothecary 
and surgeon are in daily attendance, who make reports to the 
A3runtamiento, when they deem it necessary. In case of insanity^ 
the prisoner is removed to the lunatic-infirmary. 

Trie salary of the gaoler is 15 rials, =35. sterling per day. 
He has also the money paid for admission into the privileged 
apartments, and a fee exacted ^m the prisoners when they 
leave the prison, which is called the carceleria. I urged the 
abolishment of these perquisites, and an equivalent increase of 
the gaoler's salary ; and I understand this improvement is 
about to be introduced. Formerly, the gaoler was allowed 10 
claim 30 rials, = 6 shillings, for the privilege of wearing no 
tetters, and 25 doubloons, = lb I. for an admission into the bet- 
ter apartments of the prison. There are no printed regulations 
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tar the goyemmeni of the prison^ nor has ^e gaoler itny other 
tiian verbal inttractkms from tl^ AyuntaAileiito. * He' Yisits the 
prison thrice a day • he is a married man^ bnt his wife takes no 
part of the duties of his office. The other officers of the prison 
are:— 

. Three turnkeys, paid • . . . 8^ rials per day, sa 20d. 

One key-keq)^ 5 ^ . . 12<f< 

Two turnkeys of the passages. . . 3 1 Sjd. 

Three messengers 11 quartos ......... 4d. 

A water-bearer, himself a prisoner, who is paid 2 rials, = Sd, 
and one sweeper, who receives 1 rial, or 2 } d. per day. 

The number of prisoners who have entered the two prisons 
of Madrid in the year 1821 is about 1,400. Of these, only a 
small part have been confined in the Carcel de la Corona ^ and it 
IS now intended only to employ the lai^ger prison, or the Carcel 
de la Corte. 

The daily ration of every prisoner is one pound of bread, six 
ounces of garbanzos (large peas), and a certain allowance of 
oil, salt, and wood, to the whole prison. The daily cost of every 
individual is 40 maravedis, = 3 d. 

In the year 1799, a charitable association was formed in Madrid, 
under the title of '' El Buen Pastor," '' The Good Shepherd," 
for alleviating the situation of the prisoners, and for introducing 
habits of industry. Hitherto all labour is voluntary. The 
earnings of the prisoners in the two prisons at Madrid amounted 
to 37,347, Rs. t of which 21,163 Rs. was paid to them in 
inoney, and the rest in extra rations, or clothing. For the 
latter the Ayuntamiento make no provision. The only manufac- 
ture introduced hitherto is that of the esparto, or bapweed, which 
is iised in Spain to a great extent for mats, ropes, sandals, &,c. 

This Society's annual accotmts state, that the fbUowing sums 
have been received in the year 1821 : — 



* The gaols in Spain are now whoUy under the (Erection of the AyunU- 
mieafeoB, or corporate bodies, who are annually chosen liy the whole body of 
the dtizeDS, and of whom the alcalde, or mayor, is the presideiit. Tiiey 
choose among themselves a prison committee, who attend weekly at the 
piison, and sometimes more frequently at Madrid ; and the whole Ayunta- 
miento T^t the prison four times a-year, at fixed periods. 

t Rs. 100> s i»«. sterling. 
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ilt. JA. 

Voluntanr nibscripUons 5«693 . . IS 

CoUected by domiciliary visita 1^945 . . 16 

Rdigiocis observances (jubiko) 1,133 . . 31 

Alms in various churches 3,074 . . 6 

Individual donations 61,879 . . 80 

Produce of mann&ctures sold 58,159 . . 4 

Previous balance 100,003 . . 21 



Rs. ^1,868 ..38* 



THEIR EXPENSES. 

Purchase of esparto, for manufacturing Af* 3f#. 

4,964 arrobes, = 1,241 cwt 19,737 . . 10 

Paid to prisoners for labour 21,163 . . 32 

Extra rmons to ditto 7,546 . . 10 

Clothing to ditto 8,636 . . 26 

Salaries to the clerks and officers of the 

charity 16,537.. — 

Presents to the officers of the gaols 1,260 . . *— 

Extra expenses, warehouses, fumigations, 

&c 6,915 . . 21 

jR#. 81,766 .. 30t 



The quantity of manufactures sold to the public, in 1821, is 
stated to be :-^ 

1,167 pieces of matting. 
1 19 half pieces of ditto. 
382 made into coverings for rooms. 
340 arrobes of waste esparto. 

There is no watchman at night, but an armed force is always 
kept in the prison ; escapes are very rare, and ahnost imprac- 
ticable without subornation. In 1821, no individual escaped. 

On the arrival of a prisoner, he is placed In a solitary apartment 
t)f the prison, remote from the rest, where he is kept till his final 
examination, and the drawing up the bill of indictment, which by 
a decree of the Cortes, must be prepared within twenty-four 
hours afiter his arrest : his person is searched, and he is allowed, 
on the payment of a certain smn, to enter the better apartments of 
the prison. The time of admission of the prisoners' friends is 



• Equal to about £ 2,319. f Equd to £ 816. 
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from nine to our, and from four till sun-set. The communication 
is through two gratiiigs^ at the distance of tWo or three feet^ and 
between them is always posted a guards or some officer of the 
prison. No admission is granted to the interior but bj order of 
the Ayuntamiento^ or of the prison committee. I could not 
ascertain the per-centage of those who return to the prisons of 
Madrid for new offences after being discharged^ but I con- 
clude^ irom my very imperfect, data^ they amount to from ten to 
fifteen per cent. There, as in every part of Spain^ the state of 
the prisons has a most baneful effect upon conduct and character. 
A prison is a moral pest-house, a lazaretto where no means are 
used to guard against the ravages of contagion. Gaming, robbery, 
and bloody disputes are of constant occurrence. A majority 
of the prisoners, I was assured, can read and write, though gene- 
rally very imperfectly. 

Classification, and every thing connected with moral discipline, 
have been almost wholly neglected. There are no means of 
instruction, few motives to industry, stiU fewer to reform. Mass 
is said on Sundays and saints' days. The chapel is handsome 
and commodious -, the ecclesiastic is paid for his service at so 
much per mass, and is called in when the criminal wishes to con- 
fess 3 but I have no where seen (and yet I am hr fcom denying 
its existence because I have not seen) any active anxiety to 
communicate religious counsel, or to administer religious 
consolation, except when the criminal is doomed to public 
execution : then, indeed, nothing can be more striking than the 
unwearied, the sleepless zeal of tne Spanish ecclesiastics, and the 
efforts they make to give the terrible and final scene the most af- 
fecting and effective solemnity. It may not be amiss to remark here, 
that the mode of execution in Spain — ^the garrote, or strangling 
with an iron collar — seems to be almost instantaneous, and con- 
sequently hiunane, and unaccompanied with the horrible associa- 
tions which connect themselves with the sometimes lingering 
execution of the gallows, and the dismembering operation of the 
guillotine. In Spain, executions are happily very rare. 

The present construction of the prison at Madrid is very 
unfavourable to any radically meliorating changes, but the 
present prison-committee seem honestly and sincerely at work, 
and are at considerable expense in erecting new apartments, and 
introducing improvements in the intemsd arrangements; It is 
ardently to be desired, especially considering the large space of 
ground which the prison occupies, its situation in the capital and 
centre of the kingdom, its being immediately under the eye and 
influence of the government and the Cortes, that Madrid should 
be fixed on as the spot for carrying into immediate effect the 
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benevolent schemes of the Spanish legislature. That l^^ture 
is, I believe, inclined to co-operate with you, and with our other 
philanthropic societies, in every plan of public utility ^ and how 
important is it to strengthen inter-natlonal sympathies by all 
the impulses of humanity and beneficence ! 



CORDOVA. 

This prison has been in many respects improved since the 
establishment of the constitution. It is a large and imposing 
building, situated on' the borders of the Guadalete, at a small 
distance from the city. It is ample in extent and security, 
possessing a great number of unappropriated apartments,^ but is 
unprovided with sufficient attendants. 

The building was erected by the Moors during their possession 
of Spain, and was one of their castles. It afterwards became the 
seat of the Inquisition, and continued to be employed for this' 
purpose till the overthrow of that horrid tribunal. Only two 
individuals, very old women, were found in its dungeons, when 
the Constitution was proclaimed. They had been thrown there 
on some superstitious and idle charges. It was hoped that the 
records of the Cordova Inquisition would have been preserved as 
curious historical matter; but, for the security of the Inquisitors, 
one of the secretaries gathered them together the day before the 
doors were thrown open, and consumed them in the flames. 

The prison is removed from every other building, and contains 
about 120 prisoners, though sometimes as many as 180 are con- 
fined there. There are two yards 5 one large unpaved]9a^io, or court 
for the men, and a small damp flag-stoned court for the women. 
Both have fountains, and a sufficient supply of water. The privieif 
are, as they generally are in Spain, in an intolerable state. A 
number of new apartments are being prepared, but there does 
not seem anxiety to fit them up, in consequence of several 
prisoners having escaped through the roof, firom some of thena. 
Around the yards are the night apartments ; they contain from 
thirty to forty prisoners each 5 neither beds nor straw are 
provided. They have no windows. 

The apartments of the infirmary are tolerably good. There is 
a medical man who attends daily with a salaiy of 850 Rs. per 
month. The Hermandad del buen pastor takes care of the sidc^ 
and provides medicines for them. All remarkable events afe 
reported to the Ayuntamiento 3 they appoint a committee for the 
prison, who visit it every Saturday. The salary of the gaoler is 
6,600 Rs. per annum, and the turnkey (there is but one) has 
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8,000 Rs. *prhe food is infufficleiit, and b contracted 6^ at the 
rate of twelve quartos, 3d. per head per day, bread exc^|ted> of 
whidi the aUowance is, I l)elieTe, |lb. There is no dasMfioatkm 
and no species of labour in the prison 5 and of ten indrndoate 
discharged, the gaoler informed me, six usually return. There 
is a cl^pel in the gaol, but the prisoners are not compdled to 
attend, and tEe congregation is often very disorderly : the gaoler 
and his assistant do not always join in the religious sertice. The 
whole time of the prisoners is passed in idleness in the yard, or 
in the suffocating closeness of the slequng dungeons. No attri- 
tion is pfud to their cleanliness, to their comfort, or to their 
behaviour. They are all mingled in a common mass, to Umm 
crime from the hardened, to teach crime to the inexperieiioed. 

The Ayuntamiento of Cordova have been lately awakened to a 
sense oif the absolute necessity of a change in their prison dis- 
cipline, and Dr. Ra&el Mariano Pabin has drawn ^> new 
r^ulations which have been approved He proposes that all the 
prisoners be- divided into three classes: 1st, those detained Imt 
capital ci^imes, and to these are to be added the unruly and inmb- 
ordinatei 2d, those whose crimes merit transportation^!^ 3d^ all 
misdemefuiours. To the first, the upper floors are to be af^Eed, 
and each individual to have a separate cell 5 to the second^ the 
apartments on dne side of the yard 5 to the third, those in the 
otiier : that the third class shall be allowed to exercise themselves 
io the ya^ one half of the day, the other two dasseaone quarter 
of the day each, varying the hours from week to weekj disobe- 
dience to be punished by solitary coniii^ment not exceeding 
eight days^ and a diminished ration $ and that emav: prieoner 
shall be compelled to make good the damage he. shaH 4q tothe 
prison, or every inhabitant of the apartment^ when thcf in* 
dividual cannot be ascertained. That the apartmiwta^^lbatt bt 
swept every day in winter, and watered in summei^, by jtfaei 
prisomtrs in turuj that every apartment shall have ajar of iifator 
and a ves^l for ordure, &c. to be cleaned every day $ and tiioft 
four rials, two for cleaning these ves^ls, and two for Ug^t^^shfA 
be paid by every prisoner on his entrance. 

The imperfections and the hasty compilation oCtheae ndeaaro 
but too obvious. I have quoted tiiem however, to sh^ia thai 
some attention is paid to the subject, and to prove how.Ettle the 
duties of society tQ the prisoner are understood* ai^ htyv 
important it is to enlighten the minds and direct the cou^M iNf 
men re^y disposed to listen and to profit by the o^iaeek e{ 
those who have gone more deeply into the incjuiry. 
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SEVILLE. 



. Tbouojei Seville is the city in Spain in which inquiry was first 
actually engaged on the subject of prison, discipline^ little or 
nothing hashithertQ been done for its improvauent. I>r.Manttd 
Mfiiia Maroiol^ an eminent ecclesiastic, published a tract, about 
twelve months 9go, insisting on the absolute necessity of some 
changes, and reconmiending the adc^tion of a system of disci- 
jdine Ukdy to promote reformation. It has been proposed to 
remove the prisoners to the building lately occupied by the 
Inquisitiouj.ifhicb from its extent wovdd allow of some dtsdfi-t 
cation, aiid of the introductjou of employment. Of the dreadfu) 
state of disoiganization and abandonment of jkhe great prison at 
SevQ}e, some idea may be. formed, from the cirvmmstance that 
extensive coimug was carried on, there as lately as 1.8^, and 
that it has sometimes been necessary, (such was the insubor- 
di(uU;ion or rebellion of the convicts) to call in the soldiery, 
and 'fire upon them,, in order to reduce the ringleaders. The 
character of the southern Spaniards-r-adventurous and romantic, 
a mingling of native pride and oriental chivalry— has spread, 
very universally, a ocHitempt of death; and made it. an instru- 
ment but little efiective in the hands of the l^islature. During 
the late discussions in the Cortes on the penal code, several of 
the most distinguished members proposed, that the punishment 
of death should be wholly abolished. It was not abolished ; 
but the number of crimes to which it is applied is now ver^ few. 
And in Spain, as in every country which has ^en under my 
notice,, the diminution of ihe severity of punishment has univer- 
saUy led to the diminution of crime. That which is taken from 
the harshness of the penal law is, in a vast number of cases,! 
added to the qertainty of its infliction, and in eomequence to th^ 
salutary dread exicsted in the mind of the evil-disposed. SpaiA 
ip a country* in. whidi* in the course of half a io^tury, I expectt 
that the humamtyof die Tuscan code, which abcdished capitsl 
fHuiishment^ will obtain a permanent establishment. In Portugal^ 
the abolition has already taken places 

Neither Marmoli nor any of those Spaniards who have in- 
terested th^oisdlves in the prison cpiestion, knew of the existence 
of your Sooety. . He offers himself to.your. correspondence, and 
will be most gratified to be a fellow-labourer with you. i 

. The great prison of Seville, is/most inconveniently situated jxi 
the.GaUb de la Seqw^, one of the Imsiest streets of &e dity.i.Ilj 
is close, noisome, and gloomy. It was formerly. a.nob]eman*s 
palace, has no wall to surround it, and, from Several parts of it, 
the prisoners can communicate with the street. , Its form is 
irregular. The number of prisoners varies from S&O to 409.^ It 



has two gravelled yanls^ provided with water. In the yards, the 
prisoners pass the day wholly unoccupied^ and at night are 
locked up in apartments^ whose offensiveness is most intolerable. 
The waUis are covered with the filth of years. The stench ot tbe 
drains is suffocating. No printed rules exist ^ and of the written 
ones the gaoler complained^ that it was impossible to cany 
many of them into effect. There is one^ for instance, whic^ 
directs, that six prisoners shall be chosen to clean the prison : 
there was an obstinate resistance, and in consequence 15 Rs. 
(3«.) per month, has been paid to an individiiaL for^ what is 
called, performing this duty. Though the first r^ulation pro- 
hilnts all mal-treatment, or additional restraint from the gaoler^ 
I found that secret orders existed, enabling him to employ 
fetters, if he should deem them necessary. In summer, the 
prison is daily sprinkled with vin^ar. Some of the apartments 
are miserably damp 3 and in the smaller prison, the criminals 
called my attention to the wet fioors, the wsJls, their own 
nakedness, no blanket or bed, — in language of pitiable, — 
and haert-rending energy. Only a fourth part of the rooms have 
any ventilation, and this in a climate where fix)m 90^ to 95^ of 
Fahrenheit's thermometer is a common temperature. All sorts 
of abuses seem sanctioned in the prison. Stalls are kept, where 
a variety of articles are sold. Smoking is universal. Some 
individuals have a rug, provided by their friends ; others have 
scarcely a fragment in which to vnrap themselves, and the quan* 
tity of vermin appeared dreadfiilly great. 

Here, as generally elsewhere, the srick obtain more attenticm 
tSian the situation of the healthy would promise. There is 
regular attendance on the part of the apothecary, and I did not 
hear any complaints from the prisoners in the hospital of want 
of care or kindness. AH particular cases are reported to the 
Ayuntamiento, who appoint two prison-deputies, to have spe- 
cial authority over the prison. The Ayuntamiento never visit 
in a body. The gaoler has held his situation about two years. 
The former was discharged for his rapacious exactions. The 
salary is 20 rials per day = 4«. ; that of his assistant 15 rials. 
Ck>rporal punishment was formerly inflicted by the gaoler, whose 
rule was arbitrary, almost without control. It has novr ceaseld 
to be so. Solitary confinement is sometimes employed ; but I 
imagine that the internal administration of justice requires much 
attention and restraint. The daily aUowance to the prisoners is one 
pound and a half of bread, two ounces of bacon, and one quar- 
ter of a pound of minestra, the charge for which is 21 quartos, 
or about S^d, Of late, no prisoners have escaped. Tht strong' 
military guard, which is always present, must make this d^Bknilt, 
or almoiit impossible, unless subornation is employed. 
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No proifiaion is made for clothing the 'prisoners, and their 
^ttuatiou^ in this respect, is often most deplorable. They 
are idlowed to see ^ir friends through the gratings, b{it. 
access to the interior of the prison can only be obtained through 
the prison-deputies. I had, on one or two occasions, some 
difficulty in penetrating some of the Peninsular prisons, and 
was obliged to use the threat of publicity, and to express a 
conviction that something like self-condemnation threw diffi- 
culties in the way. I do hot imagine that any opposition would 
be now made to the inquiries of any respectable foreigner, and 
would recommend, if personal acquaintance be wanting, a direct 
and formal application to the prison-deputies. In general, I am 
bound to add, that I experienced every attention ; that I was 
accompanied, on most occasions, by the deputies themselves ; 
that no parts of the prison were concealed ; that no question of 
mine was denied a reply ; and that different suggestions which 
I ventured to make, were listened to with attention and sym- 
pathy, and, in many cases, with a promise that reformation should 
be introduced when its necessity was most glaring. 

At Seville, mass is said every Sundi^, and on every saint's 
day^ and the masses are paid for out of the general fund. 
'The ecclesiastics appear to take little interest in the moral im- 
provement of the prisoners. They require the criminal to confess 
at Easter, when they administer the sacrament, and with this 
their religious duties are supposed to be discharged. 

Besides the sale of various articles of food within the prison^ 
the convicts confined for minor offences are allowed, on their 
parole, and on the gaoler's responsibiHty, to leave the prison on 
general errands for the rest. Wine and spirituous Hquors are 
sold by the gaoler, and form one great Item of his profits. 
Though drunkenness is a very rare vice in Spain, yet the ex- 
ceeding cheapness of fermented liquors makes their Introduction 
a very serious calamity, and often leads to disputes and blbodr 
shed. There is no provision for the cleanHness of the prisoners^ 
who shave only when they can afford to pay a barber. On their 
discharge, there is an exaction for prison-fees, the amount of 
which I could not ascertain; but I was assured that no pri- 
soners had ever been detained for their non-payment. 

The moral effect of such a system as this can but be fatal. 
Instead of rdEbrmation, more confirmed profligacy — ^virtue itself 
could hardly resist the contagion of such an atmosphere; and to 
this atmosphere are to be introduced, and in it are to be con*- 
founded, the yoimg and the old, the innocent and the gtdlty, the 
public writer and uie bandit^ those who have erred but once, and 
thpse whose lives are but the records of crime. I saw in the 
same apartment Mejia, an eminent political journalist, confined 



fbr a libel^ the noted Aboeloy chief of one of the toutheni 
hbrdes of banditti^ several assassins, and criminals of every 
dcj^ree, fix>m trifling fraud, up to the most atrociona enormities. 
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Thb prison is conveniently situated at one of the extremities 
oJF the town, in a high and healthy spot, on an isthmus, and n« 
sited by constant sea-breezes. The wh(^ building is not com- 
pleted) and though the form is regular, the division into courts 
and apartments is injudicious and unfortunate. Hie. laiger 
court, which has a chi^l in the middle, where mass is per- 
formed, might be adapted to the principle of central inspection, 
without much difficulty. The internal arrangements were for- 
merlv better than of late ; and several trades were carried on 
withm the prison ; but every thing good had been allowed to 
decay, and every thin^ bad had been allowed to flourish. 

The present Committee of the Ayuntamiento seem quite dis- 
posed to listen to anv plans of improvement, aud to cany them 
into effect. There is no external wall to the prison, and no 
streets near it. It was intended to hold five hundred p«ift)ners ; 
the usual number confined varies from 150 to 200. On the Isl 
of January, 1882, there were 199 prisoners, of whom four were 
women; on the 15th of January, 170, of whom six were 
Women ; and on the 31st, 180, among whom only two were 
women. There are two yards, both paved, eadi having a 
fountain of good water, llie state of the privies is most of- 
fensive, and in the heats of sumiper, must be absolutely intole- 
rable. There is much filth in many of the apartments ; and 
though there is a regulation, ordering the prison to be idiite- 
washed twice a-year, it is only partially carried into eflbct. 
The rooms which are crowded, are most loathsome, with 
flie exception of soibe in the higher story, which are spadoos 
and comfortable ; but the arrangement of the prisoners .U 
altoge&er arbitrary. In the lesser yard are no less than 
iGrom 70 to 120 prisoners, and from forty to fifty ave crowded 
into some of the sleeping-rooms, where the stench and filth 
are abominable^ light is allowed throughout the night j the 
windows are not glazed, nor is this either necessary or com- 
mon in Spain. Though fire is prohibited by the regulations, yet 
I observed the prisoners had introduced it. The medical at- 
tendant visits every day. The number of sick is generally about 
sixteen or eighteen. The common disease is the itdi, but wounds 
are often given in the squabbles of the prisoners -, and I was sor- 
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prised at seeing twenty or thirty plaisters prepared^ wbich^I 
lold^ would be sufficient oidy for m djsy or two. 

The gaoler has occupied his present rituation two years ; his 
uitafy k 18,000 Rs. itow^ htf fomeily Umb praQts and extoitaons 
were so greats that a coMideiabk sum wi^ giTen for the o£(u^ 
I saw no severity or iigustlce, nor did I hefr .^mj oomi^laiiits ojf 
hun from the .prisoners lodged up in sel^iuqF confi^nie^ iq^ 
miscQBduct in the prison. He says, )ie fmitj^ A^ uppon opqe^ 
twice, orilhrioe a?«lay$ \mt, from Hib, w^4^.ppiiited.ri4eSj,,t^ 
ooncqptioiis of the gaolers as to their idnt^ ai^ usually iipeiy 
•ragMi aadimfttrfoGt. There are esghtoeii:(liai:iriceys luid depe^dr 
a nts., la aHwy <oatwist lo i^ Cimii9m^^\t where thi^ije 1§ 
only one. In CadiB, as ebcwhefB^thom js alwitys a onjlitaiy 
guard, who are relieved, 1 bdlieve, e^^ffy fewr .hom. No txjf^ 
fprisonerlMis escaped in the last y^ar,. fMid attempts at eacap;? m 
rave. The accovnto of daily disiamfsmant^f tbe prison^ vifhi^ 
are paid ]^y the Ayuntamiento, are as fottows; — 

One loaf of bread per day, weighing tl^(9jS qyiarters.qf a fiPW^f 
undone quarter of aloaf for 4oup;toeadi prisoner; l^lbs .of cgf^» 
tfiIbs.,of rice, S6lbs.>of French*beans, 6)t«>. of pea^> 14 lb. icif 
pepper^ lib. of butter, '71b. of oil per day, for Uie mll^ 
prison ; 180 rials' worth of vegetables, 19 measures of sa|t, ^p^ 
8 trails of gariick jjptar montibi. Their food is 4i^$rit)^ted thrice 
per day. On the dlstof January; ^iHrewiei?^ fifteen prif^Hit^ 
In ibe hospital, the total being 180. Tbm « m difficvA^ M 
4wav<»nBiDg with the prisoners through. f}ie grati^gj 'In^t .^eyr 
ftiends are not allowed access to the int^or. On appUcy^^.^ 
the AyuntamisQto, strangers may plHrn a iiiew.of the wh^. 

Of the priso«ars who leave the giiol * gntat. number ^^i^wi^ 
"She cxaist proportion I /CQuld not ascertain. 

The rewards for goQd4)ebaviour consist ;ji» ih» ^jpa^aya^tfi 
to some of the prison offices. .The pwaidwi^nt fpr p{^f»s jfi 
-mMtmj oonfinflmeni, (tbe .longest period of which is H^eep or 
4binr days. The daiic and sub^fneaneaii ^dimgeoqs j»re f)^ 
-^aitroiFedi a^d fotters lare^no longar usfesd^ Iij^ otbiir. rqspeqts, 
;lsfw inqmnrenents ham taken pku^i thi^gfa .1 thi^ np .^m- 
jwlttee would be more likely to -Usten to any hints than. Jffy^ 
4aliiBh'aitends to.thfs prison. 
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LISBON. 

• t 

Tttx great prison df the LimoeMj at Lisbon^ is a borriUe 
place of codfinemetit. It is a representation^ on a grander 
scale^ of all the ^th and misery of which I have given some 
details in speaking of the Spanii^ S*^^* ^^ situation is on one 
of the mountainous streets in the Portugueze capital, and was 
formerly the Archbishop's palace. There is nothing to preveitt 
constant xsommuiilcation with the street through the dooUe-iron 
tmrs; and, in fhct, thh>a^ these, ^e meals of thepriscmen an 
aerved. A great propotmn of the crimes committed in Lisbon 
SJie plotted between the conOned and the unconfined criinina^ 
tiy whom a constant, unchecked and unobserved comminiica* 
^n, is kept up. Through these bars any thing can be conveyed, — 
"fobd, raiment, Kquors, weapons, tool8---whatever, in a word, can 
pass through a square, several inches in extent. The number of 
prisoners has been as great as 700 }ythe iiiBnal number is 400. 
llie state of the apartments in which the prisoners pass their 
^time is horrible. The stench overpowered me 5 and though I 
remained in the rooms only a few minutes, I ifelt seriously indis- 
posed. 

The Portugueze Cortes have already taken some steps to 

Reform the intolerable and disgusting state of the prisons of thdr 

tioun^. A committee of six individuals has been appointed, 

with directions from the Cortes to occupy themselves in the im- 

' mediate improvement of these scenes of shame and sorrow. They 

have already begun their good work; and a place is neaiijr 

(eompleted, in which the prisoners will have the benefit of didly 

exercise $ for hitherto they have been shut up, as it were, in cbn- 

istaiit sufibcation, and as' many as a hundred in an apartment; — 

tod'this in the climate of Portugal! 

"' The (expense of maintaining the prisoners is about 8,000 aU' 
^Eados, OB 1,0001. per annum. Of this, one-half » paid by 
the City, and the other by the Miserecordia, a b^ievolent asso* 
ciation, possessing oonnderdi>le funds fiom sundry i>equeiEithed 
esti&tes. The kitchens, &c. are separate ^m the prison,' and 
the servants of the Miserecordia provide and prepare the vustoak 
during one-half of the year, and those of the City (in a different 
part of the building) through the other half. The food appears 
insufficient, and little nutritious ; it consists principally of a soup 
made of rice 3 the allowance of bread being also one pound and 
a half per day for four persons. The number of sick, on the 2d 
March last, was 48. 

The present Minister of Justice, Senhor Jos^ de SUva Carvalho, 
has expressed an earnest wish to introduce a wiser system of 
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priaon-goTemment. I am sure be would lend all the weight of 
his authority to any practicaUe amelioration. It is fortunate for 
their coun^ — it is fortunate for the worlds when such men, 
possessed of the wish to do good, and the power to give that 
wish effect, occupy the exalted stations of society. I ven- 
ture to promise you, that any conmiunications from your Com- 
mittee would be receiyed with every possible attention. 

Now what an enormous weight of suffering is here to be re- 
moved ! what a field for the exertioiis of benevolence— a Add, 
in which its labours ccwOd not foil to reap a harvest of usefiilneaa. 
The presoit state of the Peninsula is such as to invite and to en* 
courage your co-operation. 
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ExtraeU/nm ih^ fiM Report <!f M« C^mmiUeifiH iVii 

Ai«lft; <#M:h llie CditfiM«»%^ h«ve iOofftM ^(Mf tegiitd te the 
iimi^'ttprft^gtoiehti) cdT Ihe pi^iiddilfr dT tlHel <A^«M; tM^«eclli4 
part gives an account of the actual state '6f Host 8^6M.|AliMMt 
the thml part developes the fature prospects of the Society, with 
an account of such occurrences, in the course of their proceed* 
ings, as were thought worthy of remark. 

The places of detention in this cajntal are of two classes : those 
prisons which receive persons taken up by the police, and sudi 
as are condenmed to exile) and those which contain persons 
who are under arraign, debtors, and persons condemned to 
labour in the House of Correction. 

All the prisons have been placed under the sunreiUanGe of the 
▼isiting committee of the Society. 

The Committee consider it but justice to those local authorities 
superintending all the prisons which have been placed under 
their influence to declare, that they have met with the most sin-' 
cere and lively co-operation in their labours from both the superior 
and subaltern officers. The first care of the Committee in the im- 
provement of these prisons had for its object, to class the confined, 
according to the nature of their crimes, at least as much so as 
circumstances would permit. With Ihe view of placing the 
prisoners under regular and constant inspection, officers of 
both sexes, of respectable character, were chosen, with salaries, 
generally to the number of eight to each prison. Their duty is 
to afford assistance to the authorities of the prison, and to fulfil 
the directions with which the visiting members of the Com- 
mittee may charge them. The dioice which the Committee 
made of these persons has been so fortunate, that* not a single 
inspector has failed of his duty; and one inspectress only has 
been removed fix)m her situation. In every prison where there 
has been any opportunity of introducing labour, it has been 
adopted with excellent effect. 

The visiting members of the Committee have taken care to 
supply the various prisons with a sufficient number of copies of 
the Holy Scriptures,, and various religious books l^ave been 
generally introduced. The visitors themselves firequently read 
the Scripttves to the prisoners > and their Ubours, for the 
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nsligloiw welfare of those under their q»jk, ippear to have beeo 
£>l]owed up with the best effects. Whilst the rapid change of 
the inhabitants of the prisons deprives the yisitors of the con- 
solation of witnessing iLe fruit of their labours, they hare ev^ 
reason to believe that these places, which have heretofore been 
the abodes of crime and blasphemy, are now transformed into 
places of recovery and repentance } and th^ many of the 
objects of their solicitude, pn th^ way to a perpetual odle, will 
carry along with them the remembrance of the salutary lessons 
derived in our prisons. Some of these unhappy prisoners, as well 
as those condemned to the mines of Nertchmsk, take with them 
the copies of the inspired volume which the Committee hare 
put into ^eir hands. 

The Committee have also j^d particular attention to the 
means, of dieting the prisoners, and have made such arrange- 
ments as to ensure to them^^h, wholesome, food, and at 
moderate prices. They have purchased a large quantity of 
articles of clothing for winter use, and of linen, in order that 
they may have a change for washing. 

One object ha^ been to prevent the prisoners from making 
an improper use of the sums whichf they daily derived from 
public charity. It was found, that, from the laige funds thus con- 
tinually placed within their reach, they could, by corrupting their 
keepers, secretly obtain spirituous liquors ; and it was exceed- 
ingly d^cult, with every precaution, to prevent this evil. The 
Committee, in consequence, resolved to put an effectual stop to 
this great source of disorder and mischief, by checking it in ita 
origin 5 that is, by withholding from them this pecuniary resource^ 
But a new obstacle seemed to rise up; it was feared that the 
prisoners, as well as the donors themselves, would look upon 
this act of the Committee merely as a fetter imposed upon 
public charity. The Committee, in order to avoid this injurious 
result, established savings* banks, into which are placed all 
charitable donations and sums, however insignificant. This 
mefisure, at the first, was felt to be very oppressive by the more 
depraved prisoners ; after some murmurs, however, it has been 
found to succeed remarkably well: the sums thus collected, and 
gradually increased, are paid over to the prisoner on being set 
at liberty, or on being ordered off into exUe. This plan is now 
become so well establ^hed, that the prisoners will themselves 
bring wy sums which a stranger may happen to put into their 
hands, to be deposited to their respective accounts. 

The medical department, heretofore in a most deplorable 
state, has claimed ^e earnest attention of the Committee. The 
pecuniary stmends attached to this part of the establishment 
were so small as to command but very modt^rate abilities. The 



sick were almost unprorided for^ Aie iiledical men in attendAnoe 
had not sufficient authority ; often the remedies which they 
had prescribed did not arrive in time at their destination, and 
tor want of proper clothing in the winter, the sick suflfefed 
most severely $ these evils were not uncommonly the occasion 
of their death. On the invitatbn of the president of the society 
(Fkince Galitzin,) persons t)f talent in the profession have now 
come forward, aund the infirmaries of the prisons have been pro* 
vided, by the apothecaries* company, with articles of pharmacy. 
A physician of the court, distinguished for his talents^ was, 
at his own request^ received as a member of the CoimnitClee; 
and the various places of confinement have been provided with 
medical persons, who are duly remunerated by the Committee. 
The diminution of mortality in the prisons has, in consequence, 
beep very remarkable. 

The funds, at the disposal of the Committee, notvidthstandiog 
the heavy expenses which it has been so necessary to incur, and 
which, from the establishment of the Society to the 1st January 
1821, have amounted to the sum of 65,882 roubles, are not 
exhausted, but have rapidly increased, to the sum of 141,528 
roubles, by the liberal benefJEtctions of some benevolent indivi- 
duals, as well as by the exertions of the members. 

The Committee feel a particular pleasure in acknowledging 
the superior merit which the Ladies* Committee have acquired, 
in every thing that respects their part of the superintendence of 
the prisons. An astonishing neatness has been introduced into the 
cells. A vigilant inspection has been extended into all the 
details of internal arrangement felling under their care, a tender 
solicitude towards the sick, and a lively concern for the fmson- 
ers, have characterized their proceedings. 

The Committee have also submitted to Government, through 
their president (Prince Gralitzin), that, for those criminals 
sentenced to exUe, proper clothing, suited to the change 
of temperature to which they must be exposed in their long 
journey, should be provided, and carefully secured to them 
throughout the same : and that the heavy and roughly made 
fetters, hitherto in use, should be replaced by others, more 
suitable for the purpose;^ and in particular that the females 
should be exempted from wearing them— tlie latter proposal had 
already obtained the previous approbation of the Emperor. • 
~ - 1 1 >   I I 

* Iron handcuffs and leg-jfetters, constructed so as to combine liriitnees and 
pliancy with strength, hare been forwarded to the Committee, at Petenbnrg, 
mthe hope of meeting their humane views in this respect, hi a recent letter, 
acknowledging the receipt of these leg irons, the writer, observes, ** tiiMe 
I hope ma^ prove a blessing to this country, by preserving ^e lives of 
numoers." 
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The Committee next proceeds to gire an Account of the 
actual state of the prisons of Petersburg. 

The town PRISON.— The state of this prison was found 
to be by far the least exceptionable 3 much^ however, was ne- 
cessary to be done to reform the various defects of its manage- 
ment and economy. The prisoners were greatly deficient in 
linen, so that many were found not to change their linen for 
months. . The infirmary was also in a lamentable state ; and a 
shop was established for the sale of provisions to the prisoners, 
by which great extortion was practised upon them. These and 
other abuses have been removed by the exertions of the Com- 
mittee, and the moral welfiu^ and religious instruction of the 
prisoners have been particularly attended to. Considerable ad- 
ditions have also been made to the prison, in order to extend the 
classification 3 and, by constructing a proper place "for the pri- 
soners to see strangers, an iron grating intervening, the intro- 
duction of brandy, cards, &c. has been prevented. 

In 1819, there were in the infirmary 364 sick ; but in 18S0, 
that is, since the period of the superintendence of the Committee, 
there has not been more than 150, of whom only three persons 
have died. This fact points out the important benefit derived 
from a sufficient and proper allowance of food to the prisoners, 
^ well as from the skilful attentions of the medical men. 

The occupation of the prisoners, by labour, is an object of so 
much the more importance in this prison, as it afiforded the first 
example of the kind in Russia. At the time of the first estab- 
lishment of this Society, it was impossible to conceive that an 
assemblage of such corrupt men could be transformed into an 
abode of industry and order. The attention of the prisoner 
being fixed to the object of hid employment, his mind is averted 
from mischievous or impure objects which formerly served to 
corrupt his imagination. By the indefatigable exertions of some 
of its men^bers, the Committee were enabled to put a beneficial 
system into execution, in September 18^0, fit)m which period it 
has been vigorously maintained. Materials for work have been 
provided, and taskmasters engaged to instruct the prisoners. 

The manufocture of lint for the hospitals has been extensively 
carried on, also twisting cord 5 making reed mattresses, chair- 
bottoms, list carpets, and list shoes ; and letter covers have been 
made to the amount of 11,591, for the different pubUc offices, 
and for individuals. The making of cards or pasteboards, 
of boxes, baskets, portfolios, &c. has been successfully fol- 
lowed up. In these imdertakings, the Committee have expended 
6,841 roubles^ and the proceeds of the work has amounted to 
8^600 Rs., leaving a balance in fovour of 1,659 Rsw The 
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Committee^ bowever^ think little of the pecuniary profit* ftnther 
than as enabling them to proceed \?ith their schemes of vegidar 
employment with increased energy. A certain portion of the 
proceeds for the work is assigned to the prisoners* but it is not 
paid to them immediately, being deposited into a fund of savings* 
which forms a kind of capital for them on their discharge frrai 
prison.* 

* Rules, appointed hy the l\ttel Oimmittee for Priivne^ 
for the Town Priton, St. Petershurg, 

Rule Ist — ^From the first of March to the first of Norember, the prisonen 
•re to rise on the ringing of tiie prison-bell, at five o'clock ia the mormng; sod 
fronv the first of Norember to the first of March, on the ringing c^ the beU, 
at six o'clock. 

3d. — ^After rising, they are to wash themselves and comb tiicir hair, for 
which they are to be allowed one half hour. 

3d. — ^The following half hour they are t9 be engaged in mormng prayers, 
and a prisoner in each ward is to reim aloud a chapter in the New Testamemt, 
and one Psalm. 

4th. — After morning devotions, each prisoner is to rccdve lus break&st, 
consisting of rye bread and salt. 

5th.-— After break&st, such prisoners as are noted for thdr good coodnct, 
and all debtors, are allowed to walk for one half hour in the prison-yar^ 
under the responubility of the inspector (or governor,] of the prison. 

6th. — ^Prisoners from all the wards arc not to be allowed to walk at tlis 
same time, but only those out of one or two wards at one lime : during the 
time the prisoners are walking, no strangers are to be admitted. The overwen 
are in the mean-time to order all the windows to be opened, wfaicfa is also to hk 
done on evary convenient opportunity. 

7th^ — On the ringing of the bell, at seven o'clodL p. m. three times, the pri- 
soners are to go to their work in different work-rooms, to wluch they have 
been appointed by one of the members of the Prison Labour Committee. 

6th. — The hours for work are to be from seven till twelve p. m. and froni 
two tni seven a. m. During working hours, prisoners are to be quiet and 
obedient ; should any prisoner break this rule, the overseer is to inlbnn 
the inspector of the prison, who is Immediately to order ^ wahb-man (ooe 
«f the prisoners elected by themselves,) to put the offender on bread and 
water for the day ; for a second transgression of tiiis or breaking any of the 
established rides, tiie punishment is to be by such means as the pcdice cMf the 
j^rlsoQ enforces. 

9tk— 'Dd)ton are not obliged to woriL; but they must keep nlenoe 
and ordedy conduct, during the time the other prisoners are engaged at thdr 
work, or when they are hearing read sacred or instructive tracts. 

10th.— -Should any prisoner, in defiance of these rules, continue hia diaocderiy 
conduct for two or toree days, he is to be fined to the amount of his daily 
labour, which fine is to be given to his companions in the same work-room, who 
are noted for thdr good conduct and attention to work. 

11th.— 'On the ringing of the bell at mid-day four times, the prisoners are to 
leave tiidr woric> and go to dinner, each man to his own ward. 

12tlLp— After dinner, viz. from one till two o'clock, the priaonera ai« to be 
engaged in reading tfa« eacr^d seciptures,,or tracts 
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On thelleiDAle tide dT this lar|^ ettabliihmeal, notwithitiinding 
loAny and Taricms impediments and inoonvenienoes, the Ladies 
hai^ suocessfully carried into effect their excellent designs. 
Reading the Scriptures, providing woiic, clothing the prisoners, 
and i^pointing a matron or inspectress, have been among the 
early objects of their concern. The Ladies alternately visit the 



ISth.'-nEvery prisoner is obliged to do thai work to which he is appointed 
by one of .the members of the Lubour Committee, or by the master who is 
engaged for directing the prisoners in the different working-rooms. 

14th.—- If any prisoner is, during work, impertinent to the orerseer, or does 
to him or the master of the working-rooms any injury, then, berides the 
punishment to be inflicted by the eigj^ nde, immediate informadon isto be 
phren to the hispeetor of the prison, or in his absence to his assistant, who 
mstantiy, and on the spot, examines the ofliencc, and rqwrts the same to 
the .first member of the prison committee who may visit the prison; winch 
member being convinced of the justice of the complaint, has the right to pu- 
nish the offender irccording to the nature of Us crime, dther by fiidng him Us 
earnings for a whole wedc, or orderiiqf him to be pot into solitary confinement. 

15thr-^On ihe ringing of the bell three dnies, at seven o'clock in die 
evening, the work for the day is finished. The masters, with the Ofvrseers of 
each room, areto take frmn each prisoner, the different woridnr tools delivered 
to him in the morning, and in the presence of the inspector, or nis assistant, to 
lock th^m up in a secure and appointed place. 

16iih.— From seven till half-past seven o'clock in the evening, the prisoners 
are to be permitted to walk, in the summer, in the prison-yard ; in the winter, 
in tbe passage of Uie pr^n, under 1^ responsibility of the inspector, according 
to the sixth and aeventfi rules; from half-past seven till eight o'clock, the 
prisoners are to read, or hear read by one ol the prisoners, a chapter in the 
New Testament, as orde^ by one cf the members of the committee. 

17th. — At eight o'clock, on the ringing of the bell four times, the prisoners 
are. to go to supper, each man in his own ward. 

18th* — ^After supper, for which they are to.be allowed one half hour, they ane 
to reptut thdr evenii^ prayers, and tp retire to rest at nine o'clock. 

19fii. — ^Hifese rules are also for prisonens of high crimes, with this 
%xcfepfci6n, that they always remain in thc^ ward, and are never t6 ht 
employed in the %6rk-n>oiB8. As they inay M>t be attogethef idle, tfiey a^ 
eiB|>loyed;ili making tint. 

2Sth.«^iitenile f risoiiers iare to b«} allowed to walk in the prison-yard;— 4li 
tht morning from seven till ^ight o'cloeky aad in the eveniiig from sis till 
seven o'clock^— in order that they may he kept apart firom the oth<» 
prisoners. 

il^ — Spirituous liquors, and all articles of extcwagaoce and supedhnty, 
Whidh are not becoming to be allowed to a man m confinement; all sorts of 
|(amhlg, longing boisterous songs j smoking tobacco, and the like, are strictly 

lurbidden: toany prisotttr wboitiajr biMc thfa rule the panlitmie&tistobe 
eoDemplary. 

22d.^On (iie tuoming of t)ie sabbadi^day and holy-days, the priaoliMto are 
to attend ^vine aer^iee in the priac^n ohapel, and are td keep silence and 
decorum during the .praytrs, and while tiiey hears sermon ficmn the primi- 
diaplaih; th^ remainder of such da^ they are to spend fn attendbg tQ the 
spiritual advice 6f flteir chaphdn, or of a miebb^ of flie tott imi ttf*. 
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prison r^ularly; they read die Scripturea and endesvoiir m vet 
especial niiaiiner to gain the attachmoit and <!onfidence of ik» 
prisoners. Considerable additional accommodations are about 
to be made to tiiis department of the prison, which when com- 
pleted will make it asswne quite a new form $ and yarious minor 
arrangements and suitable articles of furniture for the prisoners' 
rooms have been provided. The work continues unabated. The 
Committees* choice of an inspectress has been so happily made, 
and the watchfulness of the Ladies is so active, that the most 
striking effects have resulted in the order and extreme neatness 
now maintained. 

PRISON OF THB CORPS DU GARDE, or GOVERNMENT 
HALL. — ^The next prison is that of the '* Corps du Garde>** under 
government directk)n. The staite of this prison, which receives 
prisoners before trial, was verj defective. The Conmuttee 
found 130 persons shut up in two vaulted rooms^ which were 
dirty, full of smoke and noxious exhalations; they are separated 
by a partition of the kitchen, where the sentinel ef the guard 
is placed. These rooms, which had rather the appearance of 
subterraneous caverns, were thronged with criminals^ already 
punished, some awaiting sentences, and others under' arraigiv- 
ment; persons who had been arrested for the loss of their 
passports, and children of a young ajse, half naked. The air 
was so unhealthy, that the members ofthe Committee generally 
experienced an extreme nausea on leaving the prison. The pri- 
soners were without any religious instruction in these vaults of 
discord and of blasphemy. Into this den of corruption, a member 
of the Committee voluntarily entered ; neither the confused cries 
of the criminals, nor the railleries and abuses with which the 
visitor was beset, could prevent him from persevering in. the 
offices of benevolence. He read to them the Scriptures, and 
opened the way wliich leads to their hearts ^ — the tumult was 
appeased $ — other beneficial plans followed y — the wretched pri- 
soners were clothed ; — the air purified as te as possible ; — the 
funds, which were extorted from them by vile custom^ woe 
properiy employed. A common table is now established at a 
fixcMi hour, and a prayet prece4es each meal. During Lent, 
those who are prepared for tiie communion attend Divine service, 
which is performed for than in the prison. Labour has been 
introduced. A priest of the metropoUtan church of Casan, has 
requested authority to confess, and to present the communioa 
to, those who have been properly prepared ; and he fulfils these 
offices of his religion in a manner worthy of & minister of the 
gospei. In other respects, the locality of this prison is so very 
confined, as not to allow the Committee to efect that alteratbn 
in its oondition, which appears to them so desirable. 
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' The female side can even scarcely be. oompared with that of 
the men. There was but one very confined room, where all the 
prisoners, for every crime, were found herded together. The 
guard were placed, day and night, in the same place, without 
any separation; and there was no one to watch the horrors 
which were there committed. The most evid^it proof of the 
desolation which reigned in this place, was, that no one of the 
Ladies of the Conmiittee could at the first be induced to under- 
take the superintendence of it. One of the Ladies, althou^ 
feeble in health, at length became a visitor of this abandoned 
prison. She frequented it, although in the state we have 
just described : but by her solicitations she has found means 
to have the place enlai^ged 5 she nominated an inspectress $ in- 
troduced work, and luus established the reading of the Holy 
Scriptures. Another Lady followed her example, a third joined, 
and at present this place, hitherto one of perdition and of horror, 
has entirely changed its i^pearance. • This part of the prison is 
now divided into two apartments, which are exceedingly dean 
and well ordered, notwithstanding the large number of pris(mers. 
The prisoners have been clothed in dress of their own making, 
or which has been made up by some of the Ladies. There now 
juevails an uninterrupted industry) the inspectress is a womuaa 
of respectability and piety. The priest abovementioned par- 
forms Divine service amongst these prisoners also. These im- 
provements have been accomplished in less than a year. 

The house op work.— This place of confinement,for want 
of sufficient room, renders proper classification impossible : but 
disregarding this obstacle, the visitors have been able to bring 
about many beneficial arrangements. The prisoners, formerly 
quite improvided with the means of spiritual consolation/are 
now fornished abundantly with Bibles, and they attend divine 
worship. They have also a priest specially designed for this 
situation. They perform communion during Lent, and the 
visitors read tp them the Scriptures. The air has been purified 
'by foniigation, &c. The prisoners have been provided with 
necessary linen, and thev are obliged to bathe themselves. The 
management of the sick has been improved at the eiqpense of 
the Committee. 

The Ladies* Committee have also directed their attention to 
the state of the females j and have fornished nourishment for 
the sick, and supplied constant employment. They have in- 
troduced the rea^g of the Scriptures. 

Tbb HOUSE OF CORRECTION.— This place of detentkm 
is one df the most burdensome to the members of the CommHtee. 
The prisoners who are confined here, come from every eomer 
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of the city. The Committee •eparate the moet de|Hwred ftom 
the vest. Those who, for slight offences, had been detidned 
bejond a year, are set at liberty, in yirtne of a special aolicita* 
lion. The apartments are cleaned* and well ventilated. The 
ordinary diet has been put into a good state, and a supply of 
liresh water regulated. Improvements similar to those alnsady 
particularized in the above prisons, have been intnidnced. The 
visitors have reported that the rending of the Scriptures^ and 
religious instruction, are received with gratitude. 

MAISONS D'ARKET.— Each of these places is confined to 
the care' of a member of the C(Mnmittee, who speaks in the 
highest terms of praise of the active assistance he hfa met with| 
be has accomplished important in^rovements. 

The Committee has nominated for these places a physician, and 
the prisoners have been provided with proper clothwp, kc. 

- 

The Committee, m concluding this rapid sketch of the state 
of the different prisons which have been placed under their 
care, desire to express their obligations to the llfiUtaiy 
Crovemor-General of the capital, for the protection which he 
has g^ranted to the efforts or the Prison-Society, and also fa 
an the Government authorities, for their active and humane 
co-operation. 

The success which has attended the exertions of the Frisoa 
Society in the eaols of the capital, excites a hope that the 
benefits of similar associations may be equally extenc|ed' to 
the provincifll jprisons, and particnlaily in the direction of Siberii^ 
where the superintendence of Societies connected with the 
central Committee, would doubtless produce the nmt desirable 
results. The unfortunate persons who are banished into Siberia, 
ftom different pprts of Russia, would then pa£ffl,.as it were, firai 
hand to hand amongst these several Committees* At Qazan, 
jeveral members of the Bible Society have alre^y laid the 
foundation of such a connection; subscriptions have beqi 
opened, and a considerable sum is already set down for tUi 
object. At Dorpat, Moscow, Orel, and.Odess^, shnOar instiEtn- 
tions prevail. At Cronstadt, a Prison Committee was estaWshe^ 
9M July, 1820, which has been the means of affqrduig con- 
dderable benefits to humanity. 

The Committee then proceed to pass their ti^ibiite of liA 
respect and Christian love to the memory of the late^iwr 
Venning. The Ladies' Committee have atoo met with a severe 
loss by the lamented death of their president, Madame A. P. 
Kosadooloff, a lady greatly esteemed for the behevolettce c^Imt 
tharacter. 
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Extract of a Letter dated St. l^eterthurg, eth Sept. 1831. 

I HAD the ideasure of an interview with his Excellency 
Prince Alexander Galitzin^ last Wednesday j and this benevolent 
Ndbleman infiNnoed jme, that there are two pnBOD-sodetics al- 
veady fonnodin thie interior^ one at Archangel, and the other 
at Oindi, with Ladies' committees Attached to each. The Ladies* 
Committee are doing wonders at this plaoe. Last week I ac* 
companied their foesident, the truly pious IVincess Jdetchetsky; 
to the woriLhouse, and witnessed the admirable mode she has 
adopted^ of imputing religious instmctiioa to the female pri* 
aoAera. .They are qow occupied in making cloaks lor thearmjr 
i|i tiie town-prison. 



Extract of a Letter dated St. Petersburgh, 4th Oct. 1821. 

I HAVE had the honcrur of an interview with his ExceUency 
M. Spirenski, to whom 1 presented one of your Reports for last 
year, Mr. Buxton's work, and two pamphlets on Prison Disd- 
pUoe, which proved very acceptable, as His Excellency is .ac- 
quainted with the English language, and takes a lively interest in 
ue situation of the prisoner. 

This distinguished and benevolent Nobleman has been, for- 
many 3rears, Governor-general of Siberia, and has, by his salutary 
measures, ' proved a bd^^sing to thilt doUiitry. 

During the residence of His Excellency in Siberia, it was evi- 
dent to all around him that his health was in a declining state; 
this was n6 sooner known to the Emperor, than an ablejpliysician. 
Dr. BurtzOfT, was sent to his relief. The generous fedings of 
M. Spireniski,%>wevfer, breaking through every regard for his 
own nealth, induced him to send his physician to the immediate 
relief of the distressed inmates of the prisons. 

His Excellency infofined me thatDr. Burtzoff is now engajged 
in visiting- the prisons in Siberia, for a second time, £fom whom 
he expects to receive a Report, and to prepare it for his Imperial 
Migesty's inspection, by February next. 

It is with inexpressible sati9fac^on thiftLam able to inform 
you, that from the 10th to the 24th September, not one sick 
prisoner has been in the hospital of our town prison, and the 
number of prisoners has averaged about 200. This dreumstance 
forms a striking contrast with what an old inmate of this prison 
conmiunicated to me, a few days since, — that he has witnessed, 
before the establisment of our Prison Society from nine to tea 
priaoners sick in each ward. 
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Extract of a Letter from Petersburg, dated 24th January, 18S2, 
from a Miember of the Prison Committee. 

Ws meet, as usual^ every Thursday, at the house of our pie- 
fident. Prince Alexander Galitzen, and it will give you pleasure 
to know that the " Tutel" Committee has so mudi to do every 
meeting, that one day in the week will not be sufficient soon to 
finish the business that is brought before us, as the happy result 
fit>m its labours, by the blessing of God, is now known from 
experience. Auxiliary Prison Committees are forming in diffuent 
governments of this extensive empire ; and I do not doubt but 
that, in the course of a year or two, there will not be a province 
in Russia, in which simUar committees will not be formed ; for 
you know, the Russian nation is naturally charitable. 

I enclose the following accounts of work performed in the 
town prison of this metropolis ; also an account of the prisoners 
tor the past year. 

Account of the Number of Male Prisoners employed in the Town 
Prison, St, Petersburg, from January 1821, to January 1822, 
taking, for a daily average, 180 Prisoners; there never beh^ 
in confinement at any one time more than 300, or less tJian 150. 

Viz. : Priaoners. 

Making lint , 80 

Book-binding 13 

Various leather and paper woik ,....,. 7 

Carpet and horse-cloth making 6 

Ruling account and music-bo^s 4 

Pasteboard making , ^ . . . 2 

U2 

VOT EMPLOYED IN THE WO^KINO-ROOMS : - 

Wardsmen 13 

Assistant ditto ^ 16 

Sweeping and cleaning the prison 4 

Old, sick, and unable to work 35 

Total 180 



^ 



Debtors are not obliged to work ^ in general, one-half of them 
employ themselves in the different work-rooms. 

The total value of work done by the prisoners, for the v6ar 
1821, was 18,000 Rs. = £750 -, on which they recced 
3,214 Rs. for their labour. 
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jtccount of the Work done ftjf the Pritonert during Mc 

Year 1821. * 

Lint, of the first, second, and third qnalHj (Ibe.) 14,468 1 
Carpets and horse-cloths {square feet) . 990 , 

BOOKS BOUND : 

Eiossian Testaments S,QPO 

CJiehnan ditto : dOQ .f 

Folio account boolcs for the Imperial Bank 133 

Folios, quartos, and for private individuals 500 



Total. 



Tracts 

Ruled, for account and music-books (quires) , 

Letter-covers 

PlE»teboards 

Mineral and other small cases 

Boxes for hats, watches, needles, ink-stands, &c.. . 

Portfolios 

Ladies' dressing-eases, work-boxes, and baskets. . . 

Transparencies for fire-places and candles 

Trunks and portmanteaus 



2,88» 

40,000 
2,423 

37,547 
1,060 
6,547 
898> 

16. 



155 
1,165 
1^116 

194 



21 
24S 

221 



3? 
16 

162 
5 



Accmnit of the Prisoners, Male and Female,, confined in the nmn 
Prison of St. Petersburg, during the Year 1821. 

Male. 

Remained in confinement 1st Jan. 1821 

Committed, from the 1st Jan. to the 31st Dec. 

Discharged during the; year ^ . . . . 

Remained in confinement 1st Jan. 1822 

INCLUDED IN THI^ ABOVE NUMBER ARE> 

Debtors remained in confinement 1st Jan. Id21 

Confined during the year 

Relea^ied through the influence of the Prison 
Committee , 

Released, by charitable donations, firom the 
10th July, 1821, to the Ist Jan. 1822, amount- 
ing to 8,368 roubles 60 kopecks , . ,..' 

Remained in confinement 1st Jan. 1822 

Sick admitted into the prison hospital during the 

year ......,.' 

durii^ the year • • "^; I 

K 



Femal«. 
28 . 

149 
154 

6 



5 

4 



Si 
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Qiiifes^^. to Um^, <^tfplaiji\ j^id iiefceived th^«acrament^ 835 
persons^ of both sexes : Con^esaed^ without being admitted to the 
sactaoMnt^ 34 persona. . 

From the lit Jaaoftiy «o the 21st Dec. r 
1821, was received at the prison, for 

the sole benefit of the prisoners, in H****"* ^. •• 

pivate charities . . . . 17>441 (itiw.H.) u 7M 14 

In bread and provisions 10,000 416 13 

Total. . . . Rs.27,441. . is. . jC 1,143 7 
Donadons for ibe pti^h chapel 937 Rs. 42 kop. 



the year 1821 the Prison Committee have pui^chased, 
for. the use of the prisoners, 225 shirts, 225 pair of linea drawers, 
and; 24 dozen of linen towels. 

IJbitHighthe influence of the Prison Committee, many neces- 
sarj .repairs and alterations have been done in the Town Prison. 
Ne^ Swedish stqVQs hay« been put up, with the ventilating 
pipif9j,on the improved system of Frankin, by A.O. Stansbury. 
A weU has also btfe» simk, and a pomp erected^ to procure waier 
both for the bf^th, and &Hr washing. 

Jbfi. 6, 1822. ^ 

, RIGA. 

Sttport on the Siatet^f the Pris<m$ al this Place, cowmwdcated b^ 
Letters to ihn Chaitfnan of the Ommdttee, dated Nov. 1821. 

Having received, on my quitting Petersburg, permission from 
th^ Ruseilm Government, to visit the prisons, in all places be- 
tween the capitd and the jf^ontierb of Poland, 1 1^ Ifkre to lar 
b^re yoi^ i^me account of an admirable and well-otganized prr- 
so)i I visiteain Riga, called the Town Prison, dtuated in the 
fin^t quarter of the ci^ty. It owes its existence to the piatriotic 
z^ of the inhabitants of the city and the Chief Govenipr t>f the 
Baltic provinces, the Marquis Paulucci, in consequence of i}ie[ 
humane intimations expressed by the Emperor, r^^Bb^Sfia^ the 
improvetneht of prisons. Tliis .prison was complet^^^eatrf in 
1820, Imd the expenses of its construction axhomktdcl U^ 
240,000 roublesi, paper money. The front o^, the bUildhig he^jrs 
this inscription t "'Por the Security of PrivatiB and CotiKfifion 
Welfere> and the Correction of the Ghiilty, M.1>.CCC:XX.'* 
The front rooms contain, in the first st6ry, tout apartmentsfer 
the Cottrt of Police, and its dififerent offices. In the s^fe'colidi 
story are the two i^fiartments for the criminal court <lf the dCjf^.- 
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The prison is constructed in the form of ft lAquiit^ j it contatha 
« tpaciom and airy court^yard. The rooms tee disposed in two 
stories 5 they are in breadth 14 feet^ and in length 17 feett 
There are ten cdls for prisoners of the criminal court^ eight t>f 
which are for males^ and two for females i six of th^ oeing 
intended for the separate detention of the Hiore a^ravated oul- 
prits. There arc^ besides, four rooms for insqlvent debtors aad 
bankrupts, and fourrooms^ fumishedj.for the use of sickpri^ 
soners, both sexes being separated accordi^ to their crimes. . 

Prisoners belonging to the Court of jj^ouce are confined in twq 
rooms on the ground-floor. There is a room destined for a 
police officer^ and another for the gaoler> to which belongs a 
kitchen^ fitted for the preparation of neoessaries for sick pri« 
soners. %ach apartment contains seldom more than three or 
five piisoners, but will accommodate eight, in case of neces-^ 
sity. Their beds are of straw, as also their pillows. Beside ^ 
watch-house, there is a bathing-room, store-places for Vfjsdi-* 
cine, and a press for clothes and linen. The physician's fyf^ 
are paid from the town fund^ as also expenses for the poor fri- 
soner, when he requires something of a more nutritive nature 
than bread and water. For the consolations of religion, the pi!j|>« 
soners are indebted to the Bible Society c^ Riga, which provi^PA 
for the xise of prisoners copies of the Bibje ifi Russian, Germaog 
Livonlan, and Esthonian languages, whiqh are read by thosp 
nrisoners^ who can read, to those who 9QiinQt. At n^yrXeqifeatj 
forty New -Testaments were sent to the prison .for the, use. c^ 
^e prisoners. Gambling has been prevented : during a jB^i|lar 
inspection, for two years, in a Petersbu^ prison, oontamiai; 
1^ to 150 prisoners, I have witnessed the baiefol ejpg^, p^ 
this practice 3 it was always visible in the morning, during th^ 
reading of the Scriptures, Whether the jprispners had. ijeea et^ 
gaged in this vice during the night; 

The prisoners in the Riga town prison, as soon as condemned 
for exile, are dressed in a red dress, from head to foot j before 
trial no one is allowed to see them. The number confined on the 
day of my visit was 58, nine of whom were sick. In winter, the 
number sometimes . increases to 120. The priatmars appeared 
very healthy, and each receives two powds of brea^^daijy, and 
water for their drink. The prisoners were loidked up in their 
respective cell^ every rii^t, and each cell having a tid) half full 
of water, for the use of the prisonera^^ vciiich i^i^as emptied intb^ 
morning, without occasioning any disagreeable smelL Oxk qyitr 
ting the prison, I visited the reception-roQtib,.wiiere theprii^^^ini 
are first received, and' siaw d pooriell6t$[.alnv>9^ pakedj ap^ <Qil 
hinting his case to the kind procurer^^ ^Ibnsije:^ ^ P/^rsoo^-Hle 
pdc^ creature' was clotnecl two hours after. This prison is a^ 

k2 
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bonoui to the inhabitants of Riga : and as soon as occupation vs 
introduced^ it will rank first in the empire of Russia 3 and I hope 
to see the day when the benevolent i^iews of the Monarch of this 
vast empire may be as faithAilly followed up by the inhabitants 
of other towns as by those of Rjga. 

Tub government PRISON in the CITADEL unfor- 
tunately contains too many institutions under one building, a 
circumstance which tendS' very greatly to destroy the good 
effects each is intended to produce. You here witness a work- 
house^ a mad-house^ a charity-house^ and a prison for criminals, 
which struck me^ at first sights to be a most injudicious arrange- 
ment. The lower cells of the prii^n were damp, and the pri- 
soners in general had an unhealthy^appearancCj firom dampness, 
and the crowded state of the cells 5 but it was very pleasant 
to observe the cordial and friendly manner with wMch the 
prisoners addressed the procurer, my companion. Monsieur de 
Peterson, who convinced me, by his general knowledge of all 
their cases, that he frequently visited them, and was their fiiend. 
- The prisoners here were allowed l^ copecks per day, which pro- 
cured them as much wholesome bread as they wanted, and their 
drink is water. The prisoners most thankfully received the 
tracts I gave them. The number of persons confined, and re- 
siding in this part of the establishment, were 99 prisoners. In 
the work-house there were 31 men and 13 women 5 and in the 
mad-house, 43. Invalids and poor 42 — in all 229 persons, of 
which nmid>er 38 were sick. 

I found, in the Governor of Riga, His Excellency Monsieur 
da Hamel, a nobleman truly disposed to sanction every thing 
calculated to relieve the distresses of his fellow-creatures, and 
who kindly granted me every £Eu;ility, during my stay at Riga, 
for the attainment of this object. 
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Extract of a Letter, dated 22(J Nov. 1821. 

In the Government Prison, at the Chateau, I found 42 pri- 
soners, in three large spacious cells, guarded by 38 soldiers. 
The stoves were heating when I entered, which accounted, in 
some measure, for the good air that prevailed in two of the 
cells occupied by 39 prisoners ; they had a healthy appearance, 
and were satisfied with their keeper 3 and I heard not a single 
oomplaitt. In the other cell, in which were three notorious 
offeodersj the air was very bad -, I hardly know how to describe 
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its offensive and sickening quality. The prison was destitute of 
Bibles, and without the attea^iEUice of a priest. There is no 
bath^ and the prisoners are without occupation. 
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Extract of a Letter, dated Memel, Sd May, 18^. 

On my arrival here, I waited upon the Landrath, Monsieur de 
Flesche^ and delivered my letter i&om the Minister to visit the 
prisons at this place. He very politely offered to accompany 
me, and we set out for the citadel, which is the only prison here, 
except a small place for the first reception. I found the cells 
lofty, but very damp, from the thickness of the walls, and wan 
of free circulation of air. The number confined were — 

42 males tried. 1 4 females .... tried. 

22 — untried. | 6 — untried. 

All the criminals were in chains, and at work -, some at the 
public works, others cleaning fealJiers, flax, carpenters' work, 
&c. This prison will not admit of classification, at which 
M. de flesche expressed to me his regret, as it has fiiUen to 
his lot to witness the beneficial effects of classification, 8cc 
He mentioned, on our way to the prison, that there are now 
in this town two young men, who were convicted, a few years 
since, of robbery, and sentenced to prison and hard laboiu*, 
for a certain period — ^I think he said two or three years. One 
had robbed his master of various simis of money ; the other 
had committed a theft for the first time. During their con- 
finement it was observed, that they withdrew from the other 
prisoners, read the Bible, and became quiet and sober in their 
conduct. M. de Flesche knew how to improve such excellent 
indications — treated the prisoners with kindness, and at the 
expiration of their term of confinement, no doubt was left 
of a complete change of character. It is now nearly three 
years that they have been living in this town 3 one as a derk in 
a counting-house 5 the other as servant in a family, which I 
visited this day. Their conduct is most exemplary. I saw two 
prisoners, most atrocious characters, part of a band of robbers j 
they had lately broken through a brick wall, three feet thick j 
they were cleaning feathers, and at night are always hand-cuffed, 
and in separate cells. I furnished this prison with ten New 
Testaments and twenty tracts. 
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REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE PRISONS^ IN A LETTER FBOtf 

A CORRESPONDENT. 

The prisons of this place consist of the Rath House^ and 
those under the Dakvuvmin Yvisid (or Town House) belonging 
to the Crown. 

Ittitke Rath House^ there are, 

1. A Sieja, where persons are confined for slight police tran;* 



12. A prison*room for women for ditto. 
8. A prison for men, | g^^ ^^ j^ ^.^^ 
4. A prison for women, j '^ 

These prisons are siqpported by the town, which protides for 
them wood an4 candles. 
In the J)akv\ivmin Yvisid (or Tbwn House) there are, 

1. A prison for men. 

2. A prison for women. 

3. Two subterranean prisons, in which are mostly confined 
prisoners condemned for exile, and persons for slight offences, as 
the prisons No. 1 and 2 are appropriated, as much as possible, 
for capital criminals. 

For the support of this establishment, the Government allows 
Rs. 531 bank-notes per annum, which is not quite sufficient to 
provide wood, candles, &c. 

The Livonian Nobifity likewise allow Rs. 200 annually, for 
the support of the prisoners. With this sum there has been 
bought, this year, different clothes for the prisoners, consisting 
of shirts, drawers, and night-gowns, made of Unen, which allow 
the prisoners' linen to be ofCener changed, and cleanliness kept 
amongst them, which greatly preserves their health. Until now^ 
tikis cleanliness could not be maintained 3 the prisoners were 
obliged to remain in their dirty clothes during their long confine- 
ment, which created such filthiness, that the air in the prisons 
becamfe insupportable. At present the prisoners go once a week 
to the bath. 

For the support of the prisoners, the Government allows twelve 
copecks per day to each prisoner. The Bible is read to the pri- 
soners ; and Divine service is performed by the clergyman of the 
place. • 

Work has only been introduced into the women's prison, 
where several spinning-wheels are placed. The want of funds 
for procuring materisds, instruments, &c. has o'ccasioned the 
male prisoners being totally unemployed. 



An improvement in this fnfacm %B expected, as a sepan^ 
hospital for sick prisoners will soon be built ; the want of thiik 
has long been felt. 

The recent improvement of the prisons^ and their establislli^ 
menl^, is owing to the benevolent eiOBbrts of His EKcellency Hike 
Governor- Gen^ral> Marquis Pavluzzi ) and it is throngfa kss en- 
deavours that the prisons under the Dakvuvrnm Yvind {or 
Town House) are enlarged, as well as the funds for repeAnog 
them^ are procured. 

The present number of prisoners in the Town and Govern- 
ment prisons amounts to 27 , out of wiiich are confined> for 
capital crimes^ 

2 men for murdering a woman. 

1 girl for concealing her pregnancy. 

1 young woman for murdering her child. 

1 man for robbery in the fiel£. 

3 men for disabUng young men for military service, by draw- 

ing out their teeth. 

3 men for robbery. 

4 boys for ditto. 

1 man for murdering his 'bride. 
1 ditto for horse-|3tealing. 

For petty crimes^ such as running away, drunkenness, &c. 
there are 8 persons in confinement. 

Dorpat, 9,7th Jpril, 1822. 
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The following Resolutions have be&k proposed at Berlin for t/ie 
government of the Society for the Improvement of Prisons, 
in the Prussian Monarchy, 

1. A Society is to be formed &t Berlin, whose object shall be 
the improvement of prisons, houses of connection, &c. generally 
over the Prussian States, in unison with the measures which may 
be adopted by the Government to that effect, and m conformity 
with the principles of religion, justice, and humanity. 

S* It is to be denominated, A Society for the Improvement of 
Prisons, Houses of Correction, Ssc, in the Prussian Monarchy^ 
Thus its influence will extend over all, and take un^er ill cog*- 
nizance every institution established for the maintenance of pri- 
soners, a$ well as all beggam and Vagrants^ and to adopt such 



13^ PROSSIA. 

measures as mays(>pear neoessaiy^ for the amendment o€ the 
prisoners. 

3. The Sbdety will extend its protecting care to prisoners con^ 
fined for debt, and afford them every relief which circumstances 
will admit. On the other hand, it will in no manner interfere 
wkh institutions under military law, or fortress prisons. 

4. In carrying the projected plan into effect^ the Society will 
be governed by the following seven regulations : — 

1. A zealous supeaintendence over the conduct of the pri- 
soners and culprits^ in order to acquire a knowledge of 
their individual condition^ and the cause of their offence, 
and to adopt every possible means to reclaim them^ 
and render them again useful members pf society. 

8. To distinguish them according to the nature of their 
offences^ and to ascertain their character, in so &r as 
that can be accomplished^ during their detention. 

3. To instruct and to confirm them in religious principles, 

and to endeavour to impress them with a due sense of 
past offences, and the importance of future good conduct. 
The Society to take under their care the management 
and education of the children of the prisoners left 
destitute. 

4. To procure the prisoners such employment as the nature 

of their situation may admit, as well as to put them 
in a way of earning a livelihood by indushious habits, 
after they recover their liberty. 

5. When such prisoners are released, the Society is to ^ve 

its assistance, in this particular, in co-operating with 
the various persons, corporations, or authorities, who 
may be more immediately called upon to procure the 
necessary employment. 

6. To inquire into and watch over the state of tiie sick in 

the prisons, and to ameliorate their condition, as to at- 
tendance, bedding and clothing, as much as circum- 
stances will admit. 

7. To examine into the management of the prisons, parti- 

cularly as to the expense of maintenance, clothing, 
warming, cleanliness and health of the prisoners, and 
generally to ascertain the duties and conduct of the 
overseers and inspectors. 

5. The plan and views of this Society will be more particularly 
developed and explained in a separate pamphlet, and be carried 
into effect as may be consistent with existing laws on the subjtet ; 
and, it will moreover co-operate with the high constituted autho- 
rities of the State, in promoting these salutary meaaurea. 
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6. The Society to be und^r the patronage of his Royal High- 
ness the Crown Prmce. 

7. The prisons^ houses of correction^ &c. in the Prussian mo- 
narchy are partly supported by the State, and partly from pro- 
vincial funds. In order, however, to ameliorate the condition of 
the prisoners, the Society will open a subscription for voluntary 
contributions. Every person coming forward with a sum ci 
money, or any other equivalent, shall be considered as a bene- 
foctor to the Society, and have his name enrolled in due form. 
Every annual contributor becomes a member of the Society, has 
a right to appear at the annual general meetinjr, and to have a 
vote. A list of the members and bene&ctors of the Society will 
be published periodically. 

8. The aifiairs of the Society will be managed by a committee, / 
consisting of a president, two vice-presidents, and twelve mem- 
bers, to which is to be added, a treasurer and a secretary. The 
whole to be chosen by his Royal Highness The Crown Prince, 
who are then to determine and regulate the duties and functions 
of their officers, subject to the approbation of his Royal Highness. 

9. The committee will proceed, in the first instance, to com- 
plete the plans they have in view for the sanction of the Crown 
Prince, and whatever alterations the committee may afterwards 
deem necessary, must, in like manner, be sul^mitted to the will 
of His Royal Highness. 

10. The committee are to require permission of the Minister 
of the Interior and of Justice, to visit prisons, &c. at all 
times, and to examine their books and accounts, &c. whenever 
they think proper. The result of these visits b to be laid before 
the Generd.1 Committee, who are to communicate with the high 
constituted Authorities on the subject. 

12. The Committee will form Sub-Committees for all the 
Prussian Provinces, who are to be ftirnished by the Society with 
directions and means to carry their plans into execution. 

13. The Ministers of Justice and of the Interior will be re- 
quested to produce to the Society the most minute detailed sta- 
tistical statements of the prisons over the provinces. 

14. The Committee will attend, in a particular manner, to the 
religious instruction and moral improvement of the prisoners. 
With respect to circulating the Bible, and religious tracts, they 
will co-operate with the Bible Societies. They will attend also 
to the moral instruction of the Jews, without interfering with 
their religious opinions, 

15. The Committee will meet once a month, and oftener, if 
necessary, by an order from the president or vice-presidents. Of 
the twelve members, four will retire annually by ballot. 

16. The ta^asurer shall be a perpetual member of the Commit- 



tee, unless be is desirous to res%n his functions, alter the expva- 
tion of three months, when he must give in a proper statemeiit 
of his accounts. 

17. The secretary, who is to keep a minute of the Society's 
proceedings^ and carry on the correspondence, may retire from 
the situation, if he is desirous so to do, after one year's ser- 
vice, and he will he'replaced by another member of the Com- 
mittee. 

• 18. A sister Soci^y is to be constituted, upon similar prin- 
dples with the main body, consisting entirdy of female, whose 
duty will be to attend on prisoners of their own sex, in every pari 
of Prussia. 

19. An annual meeting of both Societies will be held, to which 
an the. members and benefectors will be invited. On this occa- 
sion the labours of the Societies will be detailed, and how &r 
they have been successful in obtaining the object for which they 
were incorporated. 
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Extract of a Letter, dated Christiana, 23(2 Nov. 1821, addteued 

to the Chairman of the Committee^ 

In the gaol there is no classification, no employment, no in- 
struction, no Divine service, no infirmary, no bedding, and a 
great want of cleanliness. In the House of Correction, the 
prisoners are obliged to work 5 divine service is performed every 
second Sunday, and an infirmary and medical attendance are 
provided. The Penitentiary is used for the reception of male 
prisoners convicted of the worst crimes, and is considered the 
best prison hi the kingdom. The prisoners are generally em- 
ployed in making shoes, wooden spoons, brushes, combs, &c. 
Every prisoner receives daily 2lbs. of rye-bread, and three-half- 
pence in money. In this prison there is an infirmary, but the 
classification is defective, and there are no separate sleeping cells, 
neither is there any instruction. The Society's publications have 
been presented to the Counsellors of State, Treschew and 
Diriks. 
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Extract qf a l4ttari <f«M Cbn#iili9«« M jjf May, 18S2, 
addressed to the Chairman of the Comndtiee, 

I RECEIVED, some weeks ago, the parcel of books from your 
Prison Society^ and have hereby the honour of testifying my 
most sincere thanks for this valuable present. I have distributed 
copies of the Report to several gentlemen, whom I know, well 
di^xised for the important subject of prison discipline. Nothing, 
or very little, has been done here for ameliorating our prisons, 
since my letter to you of the 23d November last year ; but I feel 
much pleasure in stating, that the necessity of a reformation in 
our prisons seems to be more generally felt, even bv those whose 
situation in life may highly promote their designs. Under 
orders from high authority, a Committee, consisting of the ma- 
gistrates of this City, and myself, went together, for the pur- 
pose of examining the state of the City Gaol, and to propose 
some alterations in it. We found that the situation and con- 
struction of the building, held out almost every possible obstacle 
for converting it into sucli a place of confinement as could 
prondote the moral reformation of the prisoner. We therefore 
proposed a new gaol to be erected, constructed and managed 
upon sounder principleis, not forgetting to propose such temporary 
alterations to be paade in the old prison, ajs the circumstances 
allowed of, and humane fieeling dictated 3 and, from our King's 
benevolent dispositions, we are entitled to hope, that he will 
hgnoiu* our proposals with his most gracious sanction. 



[ 1*> ] 
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Report from the Select Committee of the House of Commons, on 
the Laws relating to Prisons. Ordered by the House to be 
printed, 7th May, 182«. 

Your Committee find, that the state and condition of the 
various places appropriated for the confinement of offenders 
throughout England and Wales has heen made the subject of 
repeated inquiries before Committees of this House -, and that 
in the last session a Bill was prepared^ under the direction of the 
Secretary of State for the Home Department, for consolidating 
and amending the laws relating to prisons^ which was referred 
to a Select Committee^ by whom its provisions were minutely 
considered. 

Under these circumstances your Committee have not thought 
it necessary to examine evidence ; but have felt that they should 
but discharge their duty, by proceeding at once to the consider- 
ation of a measure, calculated to remedy the evils now existing 
in many, at least, of our prisons ; and the importance of remov- 
ing which, is now generally felt and imderstood, by all who 
have turned their serious attention to this subject. 

With this view your Committee have had under their con- 
sideration, the Bill which was prepared last year 5 and without 
entering here into any detail of the particular provisions of that 
measure, they wish to state shortly a few general principles, 
upon which they conceive any legislative proceeding upon this 
subject ought to be founded. 

It is no less the interest than the duty of every government, 
to take care that the individuals who by the laws are subjected 
to imprisonment, do not, by the effect of that sentence, become 
worse members of society, or more h^dened offenders. It is 
also of much importance, that prisons should be so managed 
that confinement within them may be an object of terror, and 
may operate as real punishment upon those for whom it is so 
intended : at the same time that the exercise of all unnecessary 
severity is restrained by wholesome regulations. With a view 
to these objects, the^ laeans of a judicious classification of pri- 
soners, and of constant employment and labour, are essentially 
necessary -, and your Committee are decidedly of opinion, that 
it will be proper to secure by law the providing of such means 
in every county prison, and in every other prison, in which by 
charter or otherwise, prisoners of various classes are allowed to 
be confined. 
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The greatest difficulty which your Committee find to stand in 
the way of the establishment^ generally^ of a pro|)er system of 
prison discipline^ arises from the existence, in almost aU parts of 
the country^ of many very small prisons^ belonging to places in 
which there is a local jurisdiction. The returns printed by onter 
of the House^ in 1819 and IS^l, present many particulars rela- 
tive to such prisons 5 and your Committee have also obtained 
some further information by means of some queries addressed 
by them to different magistrates ; the result of which they have 
given in the Appendix to this Report. 

It appears that in many cases the funds applicable to the 
maintenance of these local prisons^ are of a natiure which pre- 
cludes the possibility of erecting a proper {nison^ or {uroviding 
the means necessary to a good system of discipline -, and the 
number of persons committed in any one year to some of these 
prisons is so small, as to make it very doubtful whether it would 
be proper to expend the sum necessary for these purposes, and 
whether the existing evil may not be remedied by some legisla- 
tive proceeding of a different nature. 

At any rate it is evident^ that any general measure adapted to 
the regulation of large prisons^ must be inapplicable to such 
smaQ places of confinement as are here referred to $ and before 
any specific measure with respect to these can be safely adopted^ 
further information appears to be necessary. 

Your Committee therefore recommend, at present, the passing 
of an Act for the purpose of enforcing a giood system of Prison 
Discipline in all large prisons. They have been engaged in the 
consideration of a BiU, which they consider calculated to effect 
this object, which they have instructed their Chairman to bring 
in without delay. 



LIST OF DISTRICTS, CltlES, TOWNS, 

jind Places in England and Wales, in addition to Counties at large, 
to which it is proposed to extend the Prison Bill ndw before the 
Legislature. 



Bath. 

Bristol. 

Canterbury. 

Chester. 

Coventry. 

£xeter. 

Oloucefiter. 

Kingston-upon-HulL 

Leicester. 



Litchfield. 

Liveipool. 

Louth (Lincolnshire.) 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Norwich. 

Nottingham. 

Portsmouth. 

Worcester. 

York. 
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, FORM OF ANNUAL RETURN 

required to be made to the Secretary of State, by the BUX now 
before the Legidatwre for the regulaiion qfpritons, 

1. Number of prisoners the prison is capable of containing iti 

separate sleeping cdls. 

2. Number of prisoners tlie prison is jApable of containing 

Tdiere more thfati one prisoner sleeps in ome cell. 

o m--fc^i u r t^ ^ r Michaelmas, 18 . 

3. Total number of prisoners . . {jviichaehnas, 18^ . 

4. Number of debtors. i female 

6. Number of misdemeanants . . < r^j^Ju 

6. Number of felons {^^ 

7. Number of prisoners committed in the course of tke year. 

{TVIftlf 

9. Number of untried prisoners. • •{ ? ^^ 

10. Number of pr]80n^*s aboTe 17 f mak. 

years of age \ female. 

11. Number of prisoners under 17 f male. 

years of age \ female. 

13. Greatest number of prisoners at one time. 

fonce. 
13. Number of prisoners who have J twice, 
been committed before. . . . . j three. 

(.four, and more. 

rhard labour. 

14 .Prisoners employed < employment not being 

L hard labotu^. 

15. Prisoners not employed. 



 ■! . U  I II 11 11  — i^w<—>r».fc^ibM>g 



Note, — ^Tbe total of the columns 4, 6, and 6, will be e(|tnil to Hie whole 
number of prisoners in the prison, expressed in the seoeiid dlriiloa'C^<3bliimn 
No. 3 ; and the aggregate of columns 5 and 6, will be equal totfaiKk «f columns 
a and 9, and to tibat of columns 10 and 11. 



fwhippingB^ 
16. Punishmemts for offisQces within J in irons. 

the prison. ^ solitary confinement. 

L other punishments. 

17* Number of solitary celk^ and of r solitary cells. 

apartments below ground . . 1 apartments below ground. 

{cases of sickness in the 
year, 
greatest number of sick 
at one time, 
deaths. 

19. Whether common gaol^ house of correction, or bridewell? 

: 20. Under whose jurisdiction and si^^rintendence ? 

21. Number of ofiicers, and how appointed ? 

22. Number of classes, wards, or divisions, ivork-rooms, day- 

rooms, and airing yards, and whether the same can be 
extended or increased ? 

2iJ. Dietary or other weekly allowance, and weekly cost per. 
head? 

24. Allowance of clothing and bedding, and cost per head.? 

25. Description of employment, and hard labour ? 

26. Hours of labour and of exercise ? 

ft7. Amount of daraings, how applied, and in what pioportioa 
to each class of prisoners, to the officers of the prison, 
and to the fund applicable to the maintenance of the 
• . said prison ? 

28. Whether the classification required by this Act has been ob* 

served ? if not, for what reasons ; and what measures j 
have been taken to remedy this defect ? 

29. What duties are performed by the chaplain, what provision 

made for instruction, and whether prisoner's are sup- 
plied with Bibles and odter books ? 

' 30. Attendance of the surgeon, and whether separate buQdii]^ 
or apartments are provided for the sick ? 

.31. Reasons for non-en^loymenl of prisoners with refereaoe' 
to column 1& ? - 

32. Reasons for punishments, with reference to colunm 16 ? 

33. General Observations. 
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HULK ESTABLISHMENT. 



An Account shoicing the Eofpense of the Hulk Establishment, from 
the \st January to the 30th June, 1821; also the average Number 
of Convicts, and their Earnings. 



Name of Ship. 


Station. 


Expense. 


AverageNo. 

of Convicts 

daily on 

Board. 


Total 

Rated Eanungs 

of 

each Ship. 


Leviathan. . 

York 

Retribution 
Bellerophon 
Ganymede. . 
Justitia. . . . 

Superintendc 
Half Yeai 

Allowances 1 
nuated Of 

Contingent ] 


Portsmouth 
Gosport . . . 
Sheerness.. 

Ditto 

Chatham. . . 
Woolwich. . 

ints'Salary 1 

o superan- 1 

ficers J 

Expenses. . . 


£. 8. d. 
7,919 1 1 
6,184 19 7 
6,149 19 
6,104 5 5 
3,069 17 9 
9,082 3 1 

200 

283 10 
190 9 11 


584 
479 
433 
438 
247 
673 


£. s. d, 
4,789 12 3 
3,443 3 6 
2,971 5 6 
3,133 11 9 
2,530 16 
4,986 18 6 


Total £ 


39,184 6 1 


2854 


21,855 7 6 


7he same, from Ist July to 31st December, 1821. 


Leviathan. . 

York 

Retribution 
Bellerophon 
Ganymede . 
Justitia. . . . 

Superintende 
Half Year 

Allowances t 
nuated OH 

Contingent] 


Portsmouth 
Gosport . . . 
Sheerness. . 

Ditto 

Chatham. .. 
Woolwich - 

nt's Salary T 

superan- 1 

icers / 

Sxpenses. . . 


7,864 8 4 
6,898 12 11 
6,605 1 10 
6,455 5 10 
3,167 11 4 
8,738 18 5 

200 

233 13 11 
367 3 6 


562 
533 
445 
433 

248 
632 


4,641 17 
3,898 7 9 
3,114 2 3 
3,197 O 3 
2,494 3 6 
5,017 1 3 


TotAl £ 


40,530 16 1 


2853 


22,262 12 



N. B. The value of the convicts' labour, as artificers, is rated, per day, at 
2t. 5d,; that of the labourers, at from 1«. 2d, to 2«. 

Extracted frmn the official Report-^Order^d by the Hmise of C^mmmu 

to be jfrinted. 
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COPY OF THR ACT 8 Gbo. IV., Chap. U4. 

To provide for the more effectual Punishment of certain Offences, 

by Imprisonment with hard Labour, 

[5th Augtut 1822. 

Whbrsas by an Act passed in the fiilty-third year of the 
reign of His late Majesty King George the Thirds intituled^ 
''An Act to repeal a certain Provision respecting Persons con- 
victed of Felony without Benefit of Clergy, contained in an 
Act made in the Fifty-second Year of tiie Reign of His 
present Majesty, for the Erection of a Penitentiary House for 
the Confinement of Persons convicted within the City of London 
aad County of Middlesex, and for making other Provisions in 
lieu thereof," it was enacted, that it should and might be lawful 
for any court to pass upon any person who should be lawfully 
convicted before such court of felony, with benefit of clergy, or 
of any grand larceny, or of any petit larceny, the sentence of 
ilnprisonmcnt to hard labour, either simply and alone, or in 
addition to any other sentence which such court might or should 
be authorised to pass upon any person lawfully convicted of any 
of the offences aforesaid, as to such court should seem fit 5 and 
such person should thereupon suffer such other sentence, and be 
moreover imprisoned and kept to hard labour, or be simply im- 
prisoned and kept to hard labour, in such place and for such time 
as such court should think fit to direct, not exceeding the time 
for which such courts might then imprison for such offences : 
and whereas it is expedient that the provisions of the said Act 
should be extended to certain aggravated misdemeanors, and 
offences below the degree of felony : be it therefore enacted by 
the King's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
th^t from and after the passing of this act^ whenever any person 
slmll be convicted of any of the offences hereafter specified and 

S forth 5 that is to say, any assault with intent to commit 
my; any attempt to commit felony ; any riot; any misde- 
meanor for having received stolen goods knowing them to have 
been stolen ; any assault upon a peace officer, or upon an officer 
of the custoihs or excise^ or upon any other officer of the revenue, 
in the due dischai^e and execution of his or the^r respective 
duty or duties, or upon any person or persons acting in aid of 
any such officer-or officers in the due discharge and execution of 
his or their respective duty or duties ; any assault conunitted in 
pursuance of any conspiracy to raise the rate of wages ; beii^ an 
u^terer of counterfeit inoney, knowing the same to be counter^ 
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feit; knowingly and designedly obtaining money, goods, wares, 
or merchandizes, bills, bonds, or other securities for money, by 
felse pretences,- with intent to cheat any person of the same; 
keeping a common gaming-house, a common bawdy-house, or a 
common ill-governed and disorderly house ; wilful and corrupt 
perjury, or of subornation of perjury ^ having entered any open 
or inclosed ground with intent there illegally to destroy, take, or 
kill game or rabbits, or i4dth intent to aid, abet, and assist any 
person or persons illegally to destroy, take or kill game or 
' rabbits, and having been there found at night armed with any 
' offimsive weapon 3 in each and every of the above cases^ aad 
whenever any person shall be convicted of any or either of the 
aforesaid offences, it dmll and may be lawful for the court before. 
which any such offender shall be convicted, or which by law is 
^ authorized to pass sentence upon any such offender, to aw«rd and 
: order (if such court shall think fit) sentence of imprisonment 
with hard labour, for any term not exceeding the term for which' 
such court may now imprison for such offences, either in. 
addition to or in lieu of any other punishment which may be in-^ 
llicted on any such offenders by any law in force before the- 
passing of this act; and every such offender shall thereupon sufer 
such sentence, in such place, and for such time as aforesaid, at* 
such court shall think fit to direct. 
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A LIST OF DISCIPLINE MILLS* 

On ihe Tread-wheel principle, in varbm* Priton*. 





M 


= 1 






m 


m 




Nnme of Prison. 


JP 










( 


Grinding and dressingflour 


BuTj County Gaol 


2 


'"{ 


and raising water for the 

use of the Prison. 


[pswich County House! 
of Coirectioa / 


4 


48 


Ditto diUo. 


>3rchester County Gaol. . 


3 


70 


Ditto ditto. 


Brixton County House of 1 
Correction J 


10 


200 1 


Ditto ditto, with a re- 
gulating fly-wheel. 


3uadfbnl .... ditto 


4 


48 


Ditto ditto. 


aertftjrd ditto 


4 


48 


jrinding and dressingflour 


::ambridge. ..ditto 


2 


40 


Ditto ditto. 


Harerfbrd-West County! 
Gaol ; 


2 


16 


Ditto... ditto. 


Exeter County House of 1 
Correction J 


4 


120 


Ditto ditto. 


tfiddleaex ditto 


S 


330 


Turns a fly-wheel. 


iwaffliani. . . . ditto 


2 


50 


Grinding anddressingflour 


Chelmsford... ditto 


2 


»{ 


Ditto ditto, with a re- 
gulating fly-wheel. 


[leadine ditto 


4 


60 


Ditto. 


(The above have been aectei 








hyMr. Cubitt,ofIpawi.:h.) 










3 


36 


Grinding flour. 


Aylesbury County Gaol. . . 


3 


24 


Ditto and pumping. 


Cambridge Town Gaol. . . 


3 






[hirham County Gaol. . . , 


4 


32 


ji rinding flour. 


Gloucester Penitentiary . . 


2 


32 


Ditto and pumping. 


Horsley County House 1 
of Correction J 














Lewes ditto 


1 


15 


Grinding. 


North- Allerton House of 1 
Correction J 


6 


56 


Ditto. 


Wakefield. . . . ditto 


16 


100 


Ditto. 


Edinburgh Bridewell.... 


7 


40 


Cutting Corks. 


r.iancBster Cnstle 






1 



* A deicription of the diidpUne tre«d-|uU, with iditM, hu been recently 
puUiBhed by the Sodety In Engliah aod ftencb, to belud at LonymaB & (kf%- 
and other BotAwDen, Landnu 
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The number of these discipline-mflls is at this time so rapidly 
Increasing throughout the prisons of the kingdom^ that any 
correct list could scarcely be given at j^resent. 

The average cost, taken upon the number of prisoners these 
mills are intended to work, varies from j^ 15 to jfSO per head^ 
which generally includes the expense of the whole machinery, 
mill-house, &c. complete. The annual profit, either in saving 
to the county where the flour for the prisons is ground by these 
mills, or by sale to the public, appears in some inland agricul- 
tural districts to have amounted to ten, or even fifteen, per cent, 
upon the original cost of the mill. 

Much of the efiicacy of this punishment will depend upon the 
judicious arrangement of the machinery, and the attention that 
is paid to the degree in which the labour is applied. Thus, if 
the revolutions of the stepping-wheel are performed too slow, 
or if the number of the prisoners as relays form too large a pro- « 
portion to those on the wheel, the labour to each may become 
so feeble as totally to fail of its effect. With regard to the revo- 
lution of the wheel, the usual rate imposed on a prisoner at 
Brixton is about 45 to 50 steps per minute. The proportion of 
prisoners resting, to those on the wheel, ought not to exceed one- 
third ', this error is often liable to be committed in crowded 
prisons, and when that is the case, the discipline to the whole 
set may be rendered almost nugatory. To regulate the portion 
of labour to each person with the greatest equality, a beU is con- 
nected with the machinery at the Bridewell in Edinburgh, and 
which is struck at regular intervals, to announce that one man is to 
descend for rest, and that another is to mount the wheel ; a 
contrivance well worthy of recommendation, and not by any 
means difficult of execution. It was discovered, in one recent 
instance, that the steady and uniform working of the wheel was 
checked in consequence of the hand-rail (by which the prisoners 
hold) allowing them the opportunity of leaning or resting upon 
it > and thus the labour of the tread-mill was considerably light- 
ened. To obviate this interference, it was found necessary to 
have the hand-rail sufficiently narrow, and so fixed upon the 
screen of boards in front of the prisoners, as fully to afibrd them 
the necessary means of supporting themselves on the wheel, but 
without risk of their evading the required labour in the manner 
above mentioned. 

It is highly important that the stepping-wheels should be so 
placed as to expose the prisoners upon them to the complete 
view of the governor: some instances to the contrary have 
already occurred, probably from mere oversight. The situation 
of the wheeb at Brixton may be mentioned as affording the best 
arrangement for in8pectk)n and security combined. They are 
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placed against the radiatiiig walls of the sevenil . airing Tftrds, 
each wheel having a light shed over it > thus situated^ all the 
wheels are very conveniently seen from the governor's room in 
the central building, and the shed, which protects the prisoners 
in wet weather, does not interfere with the inspection, neither 
does it lessen the security of the yards. 

It will also be very necessary that the machinery should be 
capable of adjusting itself to the fluctuating power (the variable 
number of persons) employed to. work it, in order that a full 
and uniform rate may be constantly maintuned. This object is 
e£Pected by a fly-wheel, the boards of which are connected with 
the common centrifugal regulating balls, by which means a 
degree of resistance is given, in proportion as the velocity of the 
stqpping-wheel exceeds the reqidsite rate. At Brixton, this re- 
gulating fly-wheel is placed upon the roof of the mill-house, 
which renders it a conspicuous object, very expressive of the 
discipline going forward' within the walls of the prison.^ 



TEMPORARY REFUGE. 

Ths following Cases are given, as an outline of the de- 
scription of characters which have been relieved by the 
Committee : — 

1. — ^A. B. aged fourteen, was dischaiged from the New Prison, 
Clerkenwell. When received under the care of the Society, he 
had been in the commission of crime for eight mcmths. During 
this period he had plundered to a considerable amount, and 
had been engaged in purchasing and passing forged notes, 

, picking pockets; and shop-lifting. He was in the Temporary 
Refuge for four mohthis, and his conduct satisfied the Committee 
of the sincerity of his professions, and the earnestness of his de- 
su*e to amend his life. He was consequently admitted into the 
Permanent Establishment, where his conduct continued to 

. afford great satisfaction. He was discharged to his £aLther-in- 
low, who is by trade a weaver, and who is teaching the lad his 
own trade. The accounts of his conduct are extremely fieivour- 
able, and such as to justify the expectation that he vntt become 
an honest and industrious member of society. 



* Models of the trrad-n'heel hiire been sent to the Dublin Prison Associft- 
tioQ ; to the Kiis«ian Prison Society ; to Dr. Doiiglss, an active Magistrate at 
Faraiuatta, New Sonth Wales; and to Philadelphia* 
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2. — Ci D. aged seventeen^ was discharged from the Borough 
Compter. He had been apprenticed to a paper-stationer^ but 
having misconducted himself^ left his master^ and engaged hfan- 
self as a gentleman's servant. He was tried at Horsemonger- 
lane^ for stealing lead^ in company with other <bad characters^ 
and sentenced to one month's imprisonment. When in his mas- 
ter's service^ he defrauded him to a considerable amount. On 
the discharge of the boy from prison^ he applied to one of the 
visitors of the Society, who placed him in the Temporary Re- 
fuge, where his general conduct and demeanor have ffiven ge- 
neral satisfaction. He has been bound apprentice ror seven 
years; and the accounts received of his conduct are very 
favourable. 

3. — ^E. F. aged twelve, [was discharged from the Borough 
Compter. The father of this youth deserted his wife, and left 
her with five children to maintain, entirely destitute. This boy 
defrauded his mother, from whom he stole the implements of 
trade, which liis father had left at home» For this o£Pence the 
mother caused him to be committed to the Borough Compter fbr 
a week. On his discharge he was admitted into the Temporary 
Refuge ; and after conducting himself with propriety for six 
months, he was received into the Permanent Establishment. He 
has been bound apprentice to a captain in the merchant service, 
and has lately returned from a voyage of eight months, and 
presented himself to the Committee, with an excellent character 
from his master. 

4. — J. S. aged fourteen. This youth had been for eight months 
engaged in the commission of crime, during which tune he had 
plundered and defrauded to a great amoimt. He had been 
encaged in purchasing and passing forged notes, shopliftii^j 
picking pockets, &c. After having been four months in the Tem- 
porary Refuge, he was admitted into the permanent Establiidi- 
ment, where he made considerable progress as a tailpr. He has 
since been given up to his father-in-law, a weaver, who is 
teaching him his own trade, and reports to the Committeee 
that he is going on very well, and conducts himself with great 
propriety. 

5. — B. M. aged sixteen. This youth was about three years in 
the service of different gentlemen as a fbotboy. After having left 
his last place he was taken up for picking pockets, tried at New- 
gate, and sentenced to six months imprisonment in the House of 
Correction Cold-bath-fields. He is now in the permanent 
Establishment, making considerable progress in his trade at a 
tailor, and conducts himself with great pn^iety/ 
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6, — ^W. V. aged seventeen. This lad was apprentieed to s 
paper-stainer for some time^ and afterwards engaged as a gen- 
tleman's servant. He was tried at Horsemonger-lane for 
stealing lead^ in company with some other lads, and sentenced 
to one montl^*s imprisonment, and to be flogged. Whilst in 
the employment of one of his masters he defrauded him to a 
considerable amount, but for this offence he was not tried. Ue 
was in the Establishment for three months, and gave great 
satis&ction by his general conduct and demeanour. Ue was then 
bound apprentice for seven years to a merchant in Honduras, and 
the account both from himself and others, as to his industry and 
integrity, is very satisfactory. 

7. — J. S. aged sixteen^ is a natural child; he never knew his 
^Either, and his mother has been dead some years. He was in 
three several employments 3 the first with a stationer, where he 
learned part of the business, and in the two others as an errand 
boy. Unfortunately for him> two of his employers became 
bankrupts, and upon the failure of the last, this lad was thrown 
upon the town completely destitute. He then fell into evil 
courses, and was imprisoned twice; once for passing forged 
notes, and the second for picking a gentleman's pocket. Upon 
his discharge from Newgate, he solicited admission into the 
Temporary Refuge, and after remaining there four months, was 
received into the Permanent Establishment. He is now engag^ed 
in the bookbinding department, where he takes a leading part, 
and bids fair to be a useful and respectable member of society. 

S. — J. W. aged sixteen. His father is a schoolmaster^ and in 
consequence of tlie misconduct of the lad^ who liad become con- 
nected with some bad boys, he turned him out of doors, about a 
year before he solicited an asylum in the Temporary Refuge. 
From that period imtil his admission, he was engaged in the 
commission of crime, and was twice in Newgate, but was dis- 
charged the last time by proclamation, none appearing against 
him j from the Temporary he was received into the Permanent 
Establishment, where he behaves very well, and is making con- 
siderable progress in his trade of a shoemaker. 

9. — H. R. aged eighteen. This lad was received into the 
Temporary Refuge, upon the recommendation of the Sheriffs of 
London. He had wandered from the paths of rectitude twelve 
months before he was received, six months of which had been 
passed in prison. He behaved orderly and well whilst in the 
Estal>lishment, and as there was every reason to believe that he 
might be trusted again in the world, he was recommended to a 
captain of an East Indiaman, and is now on his voyage. 
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10.-*-R. L. aged twelve yeairs. Both the parents of this boy 
are dead. He was for some time in the workhouse of his parish, 
from whence he was placed out as an errand boy. In this 
situation he robbed his m^ter of a one-|x>und note, and was 
sent to prison for two days by the magistrates. He was recom- 
mended to the Temporary Refuge, and pity being taken upon 
his destitute situation, he was immediately received. He is now 
in the permanent Establishment, and has made good progress in 
his trade. He conducts himself perfectly well, and there is every 
reason to expect that he will turn out an honest and usefiil man. 

11. — ^J. H. aged twenty; this young man was in the navy for 
two years as servant to a warrant ofRcer. Having obtained 
his discharge, he was employed in different situations, and 
latterly as a pot-boy in different public-houses. Having em- 
bezzled some property belonging to the master whom he last 
served, he v^as apprehended, but discharged upon trial, in con- 
sequence of a flaw in the indictment. He solicited admission 
into the Temporary Refuge, and after having conducted himself 
very well there for some time, was placed on board a ship bound 
to India, and is now on his voyage. 

12. — M. C. aged twenty-five. A man of colour, was bom in 
Jamaica, and had been in England fifteen years. He lived nine 
years in the family of the gentleman who brought him to this 
country, and five years in another gentleman's service. He em- 
bezzled some wearing apparel of his last master, who imme- 
diately dismissed him from his service, but did not prosecute 
him. Afler being in some other employment, he was apprehended 
for theft and sent to prison. From thence he was received into 
the Refuge, and when an opportunity offered, was placed on board 
a ship in the coal trade; with this situation he was not satisfied, 
but his first master having met with him, and feeling convinced 
that he was a reformed character, he has taken him into his ser- 
vice again, and he is now on his voyage to India with him. 

13. — J. A. aged sixteen. This lad is entirely destitute, having 
no father or mother, or any friend who could assist him. He 
was twice imprisoned, first for a petty theft, and the second time 
as a vagrant. After having been six months in the Temporary 
Refuge, he was admitted into the permanent Establishment, 
where he is now occupied in the shoemaker's shop. He 
conducts himself very well, and is making a good progress in 
his trade. 

14. — ^W. B. aged fourteen; this lad was corrupted by some 
bad boys in the neighbourhood where his parents resided. They 
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persuaded him to abscond from his home; and by them he was 
mitiated into the ways of vice. After having b^en a short time 
in prison^ he was received into this Establishment. Having 
expressed a wish to go to sea^ he was sent on a voyage in the 
merchant service. He conducts himself well^ and to his master's 
satis^tion. 

15. — ^J. G. aged twelve; this child absconded from his father's 
house^ and associated with bad boys for two months. He was 
then taken up for theft, and after trial was received into the 
Temporary Refuge, where he remained eight months, when he 
was delivered to his father. He now conducts himself extremely 
well, and works at his father's trade. Twelve months have 
elapsed since his discharge. 

16. — H. P. aged thirteen; the father of this boy has been 
separated for many years from the mother, and now lives with 
another woman. She declared that she would not continue with 
him, if his child remained under the same roof. In consequence 
of this, the unnatural father turned him out of doors. He main- 
tained himself for about six weeks by begging and holding 
horses in the street; at length, in a state of starvation, he stole 
a loaf of bread out of a baker's shop. He was apprehended and 
sent to prison for one month. From the Temporary Refuge he 
was after some time, sent on a voyage in a merchant vessel, 
and has behaved so well that the captain has desired that he 
may be apprenticed to him. 

17. — ^T. F. aged twelve years. This child robbed his father, 
who is a poor man, of some money which he had saved to pay 
his rent. Having absconded from his home, he was picked up 
in the streets by a boy, who took him to his lodgings, where he 
remained until he had spent the greater part of the money, 
and been robbed of the remainder. He then returned to his 
father's house, who sent for an officer, when he was taken to 
Worship-street police office, and from thence to the New Prison, 
Clerkenwell. Being recommended by the magistrates, he was 
received into the Temporary Refuge, where he remained nine 
months. He is now in the permaneut Establishment, where he 
behaves very well, and is learning the trade of a tailor. 

18. — J. B. aged sixteen. This boy, who was in a stationer's 
warehouse, was prevailed upon by a man who had formerly 
been in the same employ to rob his master. The thefi being 
discovered, he was apprehended, and was sent to Clerkenwell 
Prison, from thence he was received into the Temporary Refuge, 
and aUber being th«re for nine months^ was admitted into the 
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permanait. In both iDstitutioiiB his conduct has been good^ a^ 
he is now in the shoemaking department. 

19. — ^B. B. aged fourteen. This lad had been employed in 
two or three different manufactories in the neighbourhood where 
his mother resided, his father being dead. In going to and 
from his mother*s house to the place of his employment, he 
became connected with some bad boys, and was apprehended 
for stealing a pint pot from a publican's door. He remained In 
the Temporary Refuge four months. From thence he was ap- 
prenticed to a baker by his mother 5 he has been in this situation 
seven months, and his master gives him an excellent character. 

20. — J. U. aged sixteen. This lad, whose parents are dead, 
appears to have conducted himself respectably whilst he was 
in different situations as an errand boy &c. Being out of 
employment he became connected with some bad characters, 
and imfortunately was prevailed upon by them to commit a 
theft. For this he was apprehended and committed to Newgate, 
where he lay twelve weeks. After his discharge he was received 
into the Temporary Refuge, from whence after eight months he 
was admitted into the permanent. There he is engaged in the 
shoemaking shop. He conducts himself well, and makes great 
progress in his trade. 

21. — C. £. aeed sixteen years. This lad, whose father is an 
honest and incmstrious man, viras employed for some time as an 
errand boy; but having become acquainted with some bad boys, 
he was induced by them to become a partner in their depreda- 
tions. Happily for him he was soon stopped in his career; for 
being i^prehended for a theft, he was, after a short confinement, 
received into this asylum. Here he remained six months, and 
is now in the permanent Establishment. He is learning the 
trade of a shoemaker, in which he makes considerable progress, 
and conducts himself with great propriety. 
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Coke^ Lady Anne Holkham 

Coke, Miss ditto. . 

Colborne, N. W. Ridley, esq. M. P 

Cooper, R. Bransby, esq. M. P. 
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Catehpole, , esq. jun Colchester 
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Conningham, Rev. R Findon, Sussex 

Cooper, R. H. esq. per Messrs. Drummond's. . 

Crawford, William, esq Broad-street 

Crewdson, Isaac, esq Manchester 

Ditto, second donation » . 

Crewdson, Thomas, esq Manchester 

Crewdson, Jos. esq ditto. . . . 

Crewdson, Wilson, esq ditto. . . . 

Crosby, Rev. Robert Hoxton -square 

Crowe, James, esq Stockton 

Crowfoot, W. H. esq Beccles, SuflFolk 

Cumber, Chas. esq Manchester 

Cunningham, Rev. F Pakefield, Suffolk 

Conninghom, Rev. J. W Harrow 

C. C. per Messrs. Drummond 

C. T. B. per ditto. ; . 



Donations. 1 

£, i. d. 
5 
5 

10 10 
5 5 
5 
110 
110 

10 10 
5 5 



5 
10 10 




O 



10 



1 I 
10 10 

1 O 
10 10 










1 1 

• • • • 

153 13 6 

106 19 6 

181 5 

1 1 



1 
1 
10 10 



1 
1 









10 10 





10 10 





10 10 

• • • • 





• • • • 

1 1 





1 





• • • • 

10 10 





« • • • 

30 





5 






Aniuial. 
£, 8, d, 

• • » • 

2 2 

• • • • 

1 1 



• • . • 



110 
2 2 
110 

• . . * 
1 1 O 
110 

• • • • 

110 
110 



1 1 
1 1 



o 
o 



1 1 o 



110 



110 



110 
110 



1 1 o 

10 6 

• • • V 

1 1 o 
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C. R. per Messrs. Bouverie & Co. 

CD 

C. S. by John Jeffery, esq 



Derby, Earl of 

Dartmouth, Earl .' 

Damley, Earl 

Durham, Bishop of 

pouglas. Sir Howard 

Dawney, Hon. M 

Dale, Miss Ann Tottenham 

Darnell, Rev. W. N Stockton 

Davis, Wm. esq Bath 

Davie, Rev. Chs. . . Heanton Punchard, Devon 

Dawes, Greo. esq. Great Surrey-street 

Daxelhoffer, M Berne, Switzerland 

Dearman, John, esq. . . Freeman*s-ct. Cornhill 

Dicey, Mrs Royal Military Asylum 

Dickson, Richard, esq Stockton 

Dillwyn, W. esq. Walthamstow 

Dinah, per Fry and Co 

Dixon, Wm. esq Barnard Castle 

Dockray, D. esq Mancliester 

Dockray, B. esq ditto. .. . 

Dockwra, Joseph, esq Kelvedon, Essex 

Messrs. Drummond Charirig-cross 

Drummond, A. B. esq ditto. . . . 

Drummond, Henry, esq ditto. . . . 

Duncan, J. S. esq Bath 

Dunman, H. C. esq 

Euston, Lord 

Evans, William, esq. M. P 

Eades, Mrs Stoke Newington 

Eeles,. Mrs Amesham 

Edelman, Rev. W 

Edridge, Richard, esq Buntingford 

Eliot, Rev. L.W. Peper Harrow near Godalming 

Elliot, Thomas, esq Fenchurch-street 

Elliot, Miss CamberweU 

Elliot, J esq. per Hoare, Barnetts & Co 

EUis, Rev. F Widcomb, Bath 

Entwisle, H. esq. per Hoare, Barnetts & Co. . 

Evans, W. K. esq Bishopsgate-fitreet 

Evans, Rev. Benjamin. Stockton 

Everett, Miss A. Frospect*pl. St.George*s fields 



Donations, i 


jC. i. 


rf. 


I 





3 





5 .5 





20 





10 10 





 • • • 

20 





2 





• • • • 

10 10 





5 





.56 

• • • • 





• * •  

1 1 





5 





1 





I 





10 10 





5 





5 

. • • • 





. • • * 
1 1 





31 10 





10 10 





Id 





1 





• • • • 





Annual. 
£, 8. d. 



* . • • 



10 10 



2 
1 

• 

I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



o 
1 

-a . 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

o 



2 2 



1 


1 





1 


1 





• 

1 


« • • 

1 





1 


1 





1 


I 






110 
1 1 o 



1 








1 


1 


Q 


2 


2 





2 


2 





1 


1 





1 


1 





1 


1 









o 




o 




c 



1. 1 



• . . • 



• v • • 



t • 



u t o 
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Fireemantle, W. H. esq. M. P. . . . . 
Fanshaw, Miss £. per Messrs. Drommond's . 

Favell, Samuel, esq Fenchurch-street 

Fell, Richard, esq St. Saviours Dock 

Field, Rev. T. per Messrs. Drummonds 

Flounders, M. esq Yarm 

Flowers, J. G. esq Leadenhall-street 

For8ter,E. esq. St.Helen*s-place, Bishopsgate 

Forster, T. F. esq ditto 

Forster, B. M. esq ditto 

Forster, Robert, esq Tottenham 

Forster, Josiah, esq Southgate 

Forster, Eliz. Mrs Tottenham 



Dona^ni. | 


£. 


f. 


A. 


10 lO 


O 


10 


10 





5 


5 





5 


5 





• 




• • • 

10 





1 


1 





10 


10 






Annual. 



110 



Fobs, £. S. esq Essex-street Strand 

Fobs, Edward, jun. esq. ditto 

Foss, H. esq , . Pall Mall 

Fowden, W. esq Manchester 

Fox, Eliz. R. Mrs Falmouth 

Fox, R. W. esq ditto. . . 

Fox, G. P. esq. . . T ditto. . . 

Fox, A. esq ditto. . . 

Fox, Cath. Mrs ditto. . . 

Fox, Cath. P. Mrs ditto. . . 

Fox, Jos. M. D ditto. . . 

Fox, G. C. esq. . . ., ditto. . . 

Fox, Samuel, esq ditto. . . 

Frank, Jos. esq. . « Stockton, Durham 

Frankland, J. H. esq. 

Eashing House near Godalmin 
Friend to the Cause .....: Stockton, Durham 

Friend to the Cause Manchester 

Friend, a, 

Friend, a, per R. Hichens, esq 

Friend, a, at Messrs. Hoare, Bametts & Co, . , 

Friend, a, 

Friend, a per Mrs. Hanbury 

Fry, WiUiam, esq St. Mildred's-court 

Fry, Joseph, esq ditto 

Fiddn, R. esq 

Gloucester, His R. H. the Duke of 

Grosvenor Earl 

Gloucester, the Lord Bishop of 

Grey, Hon. Sir George, Bart 

Grey, Hon. and Rev. A 

Gumey, Hudson, esq. M. P ^ . . 

Gale, John, esq. Stert, Wilts 



« 2 

10 10 

11 



2 
1 

1 
1 

5 
5 

5 
1 
1 
5 
5 
2 



O 
1 

1 
O 

5 
5 
O 
O 
O 
5 
5 
O 




O 




5 5 




O 


O 
O 
O 

O 


O 

O 



100 O 

26 5 04 
. • • * 

5 5 

10 O 

50 O 

10 O O 



• . • • 



1 1 o 
1 1 Q 



1 1 O 

1 1 O 

• • • • 

1 1 o 

1 1 o 

10 6 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
3 
1 
1 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
O 

1 
1 



• • . . 



o 
o 
o 




o 
o 
o 





• » . • 



• • • • 



• • . • 



• • • • 



10 10 

• • • • 

2 O 



.• • • • 
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Galton, H. esq binningham 

Garratt^ W. A. esq Lincoln*8-Inn 

Gazeke^ Stephen^ esq Montague-place 

GendemaQ> a eeuntiy^ whose infinnities pre- 
▼eni him'from partaking of the actiye duties 
of 8 m^istrate^ by William Wilberforee^ 

esq. M. P. . . i 

Gentleman^ a^ per Messrs. Drummonds 

Gibson^ W. G. esq. . .. Saffron Walden, Essex 

Gilpin^ Rev. John Stockton^ Durham 

Ghbdstone^ Mrs. . . Grafton-street Bond-street 

Goldsmid^ Asher^ esq finsbury-square 

Goldsmid^ J. L. esq Exchange-buildings 

Ditto^ second donation 

Goldschmidt^Messrs.B. A.&Co. St. Helens pass. 



Goodier^ John^esq Mandiester 

oodwin^ T. 
netts&Co 



Goodwin^ T. Wil 



esq 

^lmfiftn> 



esq. per Hoare Bar- 



Croslings and Sharpe^ Messrs Fleet-street 

Goulton^ T: esq. per Hoare> Bametts & Co. . . 

Graham^ T. H. esq Grower-street 

Grants J. esq 

Gray, Rev.'Dr Durham 

Gray, Wm. esq 

Greenway, Charles^ esq Manchester 

Gregory, G. P. F. esq. per Hoare, Bametts & Go. 

Gripper, John, esq Colchester 

Gundry, Wm; esq * Calne, Wilts 

Gunning, H. esq Cambridge 

Gumey, M>s. Ehz Upton, Essex 

Gumey, Jos. esq Norwich 

Ditto, scored donation 

Gumey, J. J. esq Norwich 

Garrey, James, esq.. . per Mes^l^. Fry and Co. 
G.J, per Fry and Co. 



OonatioDS. 


jC. s. 


rf. 


9 2 





10 10 





10 10 





100 





1 





• • • • 

• • • • 





• • • • 

12 12 





5 5 





10 10 

• • • • 





10 10 





21 





21 





2 





5 





2 2 





5 





.... 

.1 1 


D 


1 1 





• • • • 


o 



AnnuaL 
JC, $. d. 



20 O O 

21 O O 
21 O 
20 O 
10 O 



Harrowby, Earl 20 O 

Harrington, Sir H. bart 5 5 

Haldimand, William, esq. M. P |lO 10 

Harvey, Chaiies, esq. M. P 10 10 

Holford, George, esq. M. P 10 10 

Hal^mand, Geqrge, esq Seymour-place 10 10 

Hack, James, esq CUchester 

Hack, W. esq Chichester 

Hagen, Jacob, esq. . . . Mill-street Dock-head 

Hall, James, esq Manchester 5 5 

Hamilton, A. J. esq Dalzell 10 10 



O 
O 
O 
O 

O 





o 



« • • • 



• • • • 



1 1 o 



1 
1 
1 



1 o 
1 o 
1 o 



2 2 O 



1 1 O 



. . . • 



2 

• • • • 

• • • • 

10 6 

• » • • 

110 



• • • • 



1 
1 
1 



1 
1 
1 



o 
o 
o 
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Hammett, James, esq Bath 

Hanbury, Mrs. Anna Plough-court 

Harford, J. S. esq .Bristol 

Hai^rove, J. esq Bishopsgnte-street 

Harrington, J. H. esq 

Harris, R. jun. esq. . Lombard-street 

Harris, Samuel, esq Ratcliffe 

Harrison, George, esq Wandsworth 

Harrison, Thomas, esq Streatham 

HarCsinck, J. C. esq Bath 

Harvey, James, esq Manchester 

Haydon, W. esq Guildford 

Haydon, T, esq ditto. . 

Haydon, R. esq Godalmin 

Haydon, George, esq 

Hayes, W. H. Rev Swainswick 

Heyes, C. Mrs Clifton 

Hey wood, H. esq Sudbury, Suffolk 

Heywood, Ar. jun. esq 

Hicheus, R. esq Peckham 

Ditto, Sundries by 

Higginson, A. esq 

Higginson, Jos. esq. 

Oakfield hoilge, near Crouch End. 

Hindman, T. esq. 

Hindeman, Josiah,' esq BasinghaU-street 

Hill, Mr Harpur-strcet Red Lion square 

Hoare, Samuel, esq Lombard-street 

Ditto, second donation 

Ditto, third donation 

Ditto, fourth donation 

Ditto, for Temporary flefuge 

Hoare, Samuel, jun. esq Lombard-street 

Ditto, second donation 

Hoare, Miss 

Hobson, Josiah, esq. Great St. Helens 

Hoffman, James Rix, esq. Bishopsgate-street 

Holah, H. esq Nidiolas-lane 

Holford, Robert, esq Bolton-row 

Holland, H. esq Albany 

HpUis, J. esq. High Wycombe 

Hornby, Rev. James J. . . Wigan, Lancashire 

Howard, Luke, esq Tottenham 

How, R. T. esq. per Hoare Bametts and Co. 

Howse, H. E. esq , Bath 

Hoyle, Thomas, esq , Manchester 

Huddleston, J. esq. Margaret-st. Cavendish-sq. 



DonatioDi. 


Annnal. 


£. «. 


d. 


£. s. d. 


10 10 





110 


10 10 





• « • • 


1 1 





« • • • 


^ 2 





. . * • 


10 10 





110 
110 
110 
110 
110 

1 1 

2 2 
2 2 






110 


1 





• • • • 


10 10 





• • • • 


• . • • 




110 


5 





• • • « 


2 2 





• • • • 


10 10 





• • • • 


8 8 





• • • • - 


5 





• • • • 


10 





• • • • 


3 2 





• • • • 


10 10 





• • • • 


. r . • 




110 


50 





• • • • 


52 10 





• • • « 


21 





* V • • 


20 





• • • • 


21 





• • • « 


60 5 





• • » • 


50 





10 10 


5 





* • » • 


2 





• • 1* • 


1 1 





•• • • # 


10 


6 


• • • • 


10 10 





• • • • 


5 





• • • • 


2 





• • • • 


10 10 





* • • • 


10 10 





« • ' • 


1 1 





• • • • 


5 


o 


* • * • 


10 10 


o 


• • • • 


5 5 





.... 
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Hughan^ Mrs. . Henrietta-st. Cavendish-Bqare 
Hulme^ Ann, Mrs. ............. Manchester 

Hunter, Sir C. S. bart. Queen-street May-fidr 
Hutchinson and Place, Messrs. 

Stockton, Durham 

H. The Rev. T. S. W. .» 

H.E 

Isaacs, Edward, esq Stock Exchange 

James, Paul Moon, esq Birmingham 

Janaon, Edmund, esq Tottenham 

Janson, William, esq. . . . Lloyd's Coffee-house 

Janson, Joseph, esq Abchurch-lane 

Jeffiery, George, esq. .... Throgmorton-street 

Jeffery, John, esq. . . i ditto. . .... 

Jeffery, Mrs. ditto. . 

Jeffery, B. esq '. ditto 

Jennings, James, esq 

. Jervis, rRev. T. ; one of the Executors of the 

late ^wan Downer, esq. 

Jervoise, Rev. Sir S. C Hanover-square 

Johnston, E. esq. | one of the Executors of 

the late Swan Downer, esq ', 

Joseph Aaron, esq. . . George-street, Minories 

J. S.D 

J.Q.S... 

J. £. ^. per Hoare, Bametts and Co '..'. 

J. and A. per ditto 



Kaye, Col. W. L. per Coutts and Co 

Kempe, E. Rev. Barnes, Surrey 

Kennaway, John, Sir 

Kent, William, esq London-wall 

Kerby, Mrs. Jane 

Kett, G. S. esq Brook, Norfolk 

Keyser, Isaac, esq. . Stock Exchange 

Kidd, R. esq Brentford 

Kilham, Hannih, Mrs Tottenhain 

Kindersley, N. E. Esq. Upper Seymour-street 

King, Jdbn, eaq Manchester. 

Kitchin, John esq..; Comhill 

Knatchbull, W. esq. RusseU-place 

Knight, H. Gall^,^esq. 

. Henrietta-street, Cavendish-square 



Donations. 

£. i, d, 
5 
5 



.... 



5 

50 

10 



5 
2 2 



5 5 
2 2 



• • • • 



• * • • 



10 o 

10 10 

10 

10 10 

40 O 

50 O 

50 

100 



5 

.... 

21 

10 10 

10 10 

10 10 o 

11^ 



Annual. 

£. 5. d. 

5 P 

• • • • 

2 2 



1 1 
3 O 








10 10 
10 10 



110 



1 


1 





1 


1 





2 


2 





2 


2 





1 


1 





1 


1 





1 









1 
1 



2 

. 
1 



1 
O 



2 

. . 
1 



O 

o 



o 





10 6 

1 1 O 
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Lansdown^ Marquis of 

Lilford^ Lord 

Langham^ Sir James^ Bart. M.P. .....:.;.. 

Lubbock. Sir John, Bart. Mildred*d-court 

Lushington,. Sir Henry, Bart 

Lushington, Stephen, esq. L.L.D. M.P 

Lady, a, per Messrs. CbUlts & Co. 

Ditto, per Messrs. Druititiidnds 

Ditto, at Bath, per Hobhouse and Jones .... 
Ladies, from a School of Yoting, per W. M^ , 

Laing, James, esq Streatham 

Lawrence, Chas. esq. . . Cirencester, Gloucester 
Lawrence, E. P. jun. esq.. . . : . Trinity-squwe 

Lawford, S. esq 4 Clapham 

Lea, Mrs '. . Kiddernlinster 

lica. Miss ditto. . . . 

X^a, Miss H ditto. . . 

Lea, Miss S ditto 

Lea, W. esq ditto. . . . 

lica, Jos. esq Stourbridge 

Lc Breton, Thomas, e^q.. .*. . . . .^Canterbury 

Leech, Henry, esq. MUfbrd 

Leech, John, esq.. Godalmin 

Leech, Edward, esq ditto. .' 

Leatham, W. esq Wakefield, Yorkshire 

Ditto, second donation. ................. 

Leatham, Flintoff, esq.. . Pontefract, Yorkshire 

Lister, J. J. e^q. Tokenhouse Yard 

Lloyd, Ambrose, esq.. . . . Halesworth, Si^olk 
Long, Geo. esq.. . . Lamb's-buildings, l^emple 

Longmore, per Fry & Co. 

Longley, J. esq. Mjllbank-street, Westminster 

Lucas, Caleb, esq ditto 

Lucas^ W. esq ditto. 

Lucas, B. esq ditto 

Luxmore, C. S. Rev. 

Gloucester-place, Portman-aquare 

Mansell, Lady 

Maxwell^ J. esq. M.P .' 

Macauley, Z. esq.. Cadogan-place 

Madox, £radmus,esq.Gnive Lane, Camberwell 

Manning, W. esq. Sank-buildings 

Marcet, Dr. per Messrs. Hoare, Bamett & Co. 

Marrett, P. S. esq Temple 

Ditto, second donation 

McCarthy, Mrs. New-street, Gough-square. . 



10 10 O 
iO 10 6 



Donatioii«. 

£. i. d. 

25 O O 

BO O O 

s 

'^ 5 O 

IQ 10 O 

25 6 

5 5 

20 O 

a 5 6 



5 5 



2 2 
10 



10 10 O 
20 O O 



lot) 

• . • . 
10 
2 



• . • . 



« . .>« 



• # • • 



AimtuL 
j£. e, d, 

• • • a 

5 



1 1 



1 1 a 



.... 



1' 1 a 

X 1 

220 
1 1 
110 
110 
1 1 b 



1 
I 
1 



2 
1 



1 
1 
1 



2 
1 



• • •  


) 


IK 


10 10 





• • 


10 1.0 


,0 


•■ • 


10 10 







5 







5 .5 







5 0) 


Q 




1 








110 



11 
jl 1 
110 

110 



O 
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Marriott Tbptaias^ esq Windsor Terrace 

Mar»h, J. ceq Chichester 

Marsh, £. Q. Rev.. . : Hampstead 

Martineau^ Jolm^ ^ Chiswell-stfeet 

Martineau,, Joseph^ elq. ditto. . . . 

Martineau, P. jttn. esq ditto. . . . 

Martin, Isaac, esq ^Manchester 

Mason^ R. esq 

Maude, Jacob,. esq Sellaby, Durham 

Milfbrd^ S. F. esq LincoUi's-Inti 

Millar^ Jaipes, esq., .lluseum-st. Bloomsbiiry 
Mililgan, T^lLrs. . . . Henrietta-st. Cavendish-sq. 

Milligan, Miss J . . ditto 

MiU, W. H, Rev. . . ; Calcutta 

Meynell, G. esq ..« .I^angley, near Derby 

Monkhouse. J. esq.. . Sarhard Castle, EMirham 

Mon|bag^, Basil, esq. Bedford-square 

Morris, Charles, esq.' 

Morris, James, esq. . 

King's Arins Yard, Coleman-street 

Mortlock, John^ esq.' I Oxford-street 

Mundy^ Francis, esq.. . . Markton, near Derby 

Murray, Ltndley, esq 

Murray, Lindley, esq York 

M.M.D. by S. Hoare, jun. esq 



Nugent, Lord 

Noel, the H09. and Rev. G. 

Montague-street, Russel-square 

Nash, J. t. esq Charles-st. Somers Town 

Neatby, Joseph, esq. . Maze Pond, Southwark 

Nesfield, Rev. W. Durham 

Neville, Jps. esq Crawthome, Yorkshire 

Newman, Henry, esq Peckham 

Newmian, Thos^ esq ditto. . 

Newman, George^ esq. ........ . . Grodalnlin 

Newman, Josiah, esq Ross 

Nicholson, Thomas^ esq 

Nicholl, W. esq. Collirigham, Notts. 

Nottidge, W. esq.. Bentobndsey 

N. £. by Messrs. Richardson & Co 

N Stone, Sta£fdrdshire 



Owen, Robert, esq Lanark, N.B. 

Owen, Captain 



Donatioiii. 
JC, <. d. 
110 
10 O 



.... 



10 10 

10 10 o 

2 2 



.... 



10 6 

1 i 
5 

. . • • 

5 

5 

10 



10 10 

10 10 
21 O O 



.... 



5 5 
5 5 
2 



10 10 O 

5 50 
110 



1 
1 



1 
1 



.... 



1 1 i 

2 
10 6 
2 2 

20 O 

40 O O 



Annua]. 



I 



1 

5 



O 



1 

o 



o 





o 



1 1 o 

10 6 

1 1 



• • • • 



1 1 



.... 



• * • • 



.... 



110 



2 2 
1 1 
1 1 



10 10 
110 



.... 



. • . • 



o 
o 
o 
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Owen, Rev. Edward Wendover, Bucks 

Oxley, E. esq Norwich 



Pepys, Sir Walter, Bart Gloucester-place 

Pownall, Sir George, per Messrs. Dnittnnonds 

Price, R. esq. M.P . . .' 

Parker, Charles, esq. Yealand, near Lancaster 

Parker, T. esq. per Barclay & Co 

Paynter, John, esq Coleman-street 

Payne, J. esq Epping, Essex 

Pearson, J. esq Golden-square 

Ditto, second donation 

Pease, Jos. esq Darlington 

Peirson, Robert, esq. per Barclay & Co. . . . : . 

Percival, Dr. Dublin 

Pemy, Rev. J. per Masterman & Co 

Pett, S. jun. esq Clapton 

Peyton, W. G. esq Hampstead 

Phillips, Rev. J. per Goslings & Co 

Phillips, Richard, esq. East-st. Red Lion-sq. 
Pieschell, Charles, esq. (the late) ..;.....: 

Pirn, John, esq.. Bartholomew-close 

Plumer, Sir Thomas Chancery-lane 

Poldin^, Henry, esq Albemarle-street 

Pollard and Candler, Messrs. ; . : . Chelmsford 

Post, Jacob, esq Islington 

Pratt, Rev. Josiah Doughty-street 

Pryor, John, esq Broad-street-buildings 

Puget, Mrs Sackville-street 

Pusey, Hon. Mr Grosvenor-square 

Pym, W. Rev. per Messrs. Drununonds. . . . 
Pym, Francis, jun. esq. 

Eneesworth House, Cambridgeshire 



Rocksavage, Earl .• . 

Rosslyn, Earl, per Hoare, Bametts, & Co.. . . 

Russel, John, Lord, M.P 

Rolle, Baroness de : 

Rose, His Excellency the Right Hon. Sir G. H. 

Berlin 

Ryder, Right Hon. Richard 

Robinson, Sir George Bart. M.P .• 

Ricardo, David, esq. M.P 

Rice, T. S. esq. MJP 

Rainier, Daniel, esq Change Alley 
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I, L. esq. Stockton Durham 

Kanaom^ J. A. esq. Manchester 

Raven, WiHiam^ esq 

Reynolds, W. P. esq Carehalton, Surrey 

Reynolds, Foster, esq ditto 

Reynolds, Joseph, esq Bristol 

XKtto, second <k)nation 

Richards, Miss, per . . . . Messrs. Drummond's 

Richardson, T. esq Lombard -street 

Ridiardson, Geo. esq Newcastle 

Ridge and Co. per Fry and Co 

Robinson, Mary Mrs Manchester 

Rogers, Mary, Airs ditto. . . 

Romillj, Re<e. Jos Trin. Coll. Cambridge 

Ross, J. esq Refuge, Hoxton 

Rovdaiid, D. esq Lincoln*s-Inn 

Rowntree, J. jun. esq.. . . Scarboro*, Yorkshire 

Roylanoe, W. esq. I Manchester 

Royston, W. and J. P. Messrs. . . OldBroad-st. 

RuiDse7, Josq>h, esq 

Rumsey, James, esq Faversham 

R. D. M. A Darlington, Durham 

R. J. per Messrs. Richardson and Co. Lom- 
bard-Street. 



Stamjbrd and Warrington, Earl of 

Stanley, Lord 

Soffidd, Loiti 

St. Asaph, Bishc^ of 

Sutton, Right Hon. Charles Manners . 

Scarlett, James, esq. M.P 

Smith, John, esq. M. P. 

Ditto, second donation 

Smith, George, esq. M.P 

Sjkes, Daniel, esq. M.P 

Salmon, Rev. W. B Yarmouth 

Smith, William, esq Doncaster 

Sandm, George, esq Whitby 

Sanders, Tliomas, esq Bristol 

Sanderson, Richard, esq Lombard-rstreet 

Sviderson, John, esq Old Jewry 

Sfttderson, W. esq Stockton, Durham 

Stkai, C. H. Rev City Road 

Scott, Mrs. Elisabeth * Peckham 

Scriven, George, etq^ Stock Exchange 

Sewelly P. esq. per Meant. Fry and Co 
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Sheppard, James, esq Savage gardens 

Sheppard^ Jos. esq.. . fiermondsey 

Sikes, William, esq. . . . Mansion-house-street 

Sims, Dr Wimpole-street 

Simpson, , esq. per Messrs. Drummonds 

Sleigh, W. S. esq Stockton, Durham 

Smith, Frederick, esq Croydon 

Smith, John, esq Clapham-road 

Smith, J. esq Haymarket 

Smith, Miss Maria Woodroffe, Great St. Helens 

Southall, Samuiel, esq. 

Spurgeon, Rev. J. G Oulton, Suffolk 

Squire, V^'. W. esq 

Squire, W. esq Berkharapstead 

St. George, Mrs Southampton, Hants. 

Stacey, Mrs. Mary Tottenham 

Stacey, George, esq Holborn 

Stackhonse, J. esq Camberwell 

Sterry, Anthony, esq. . . Borough, Southwark 

Stevens, Mrs Charterrhouse 

Stevens, R. T. S. esq ditto. 

Stonard, Joseph,esq Stamford-bill 

Stordy, Thomas, esq Carlisle 

Strange, William, esq Bishopsgate-street 

S. B 

S. Q. S 

S. R. G. per Hoare, Barnetts and Co 



Donations. | 
Jl, s. d. 
110 



. . • • 



Thurlow, Lady 

Trevor, Rt. Hon. J. ]f)er Messrs. Dmmmond*s 

Tuthill, Sir George, M.D 

Taylor, Richard, esq Shoe-lane 

Taylor, Jane, Mrs Manchester 

Thomas, W. P. esq Threadneedle-street 

Thomas, John, esq Bath 

Thorpe, A. esq York 

Ditto, second donation 

Thresh,er, Mrs. Margaret 

Thorley, N. esq Bath 

Thruston, Fred, Mrs. Park-pl. Regent's park 

Todd, Jos. esq Manchester 

Tooke, W. esq Holborn-court, Gray's-lnn 

Tower, C. T. esq Upper Harley-street 

Towers, Rev. James Andover, Hants. 

•fownsend, W. esq Fulham-house 

TownseBd, £. esq. per Hoare Barnetts and Co. 
Trant, W. H. esq Newman-stfeet 
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Trower, H. esq. . . . Unstead Wood, Godalmin 

Tucket, Mrs... 

Tuke, Samuel, e$q York 

Ditto, second donation 

Turner, Sharon; esq Red Lion square 

Turner^ C. H. esq. per Hoare, Bametts and Co. 

Villiers, Right Hon. G. C 



Wall, Charles Baring, esq. M. P 

Wells, John^ esq. M. P.. 

Ditto, second donation 

vvestem, v/. c*. esq* jvl. Jl. 

Wijberforce, W. esq. M. P 

Ditto, second donation 

WUl^raham, E.B. esq. M.P 

WiUiams, W. esq. MP 

Wadkin, J. esq. Manchester 

Wainwright, R. esq Lincoln*s-Inn 

Waljter, T. esq Stockton, Durham 

Wallis, W. esq Bruce Grove, Tottenham 

Walmesley, J. jun. esq Bath 

Wansey, John, esq.- -. Walthamstow 

Wansey, H. esq Bath 

Wansey, J. esq. per Fry and Co 

Waithman, Robert, esq Fleet-street 

Warre, Thomas, esq Stratford-place 

Watkins, Rev.G. H. 

Tomwheel-lane, Cannon-street 

Wells, Wm. esq Malton, Yorkshire 

West, S. esq Billeter-square 

Weston, W. esq. Gracechurch-street 

Weyland,^ John, jun. esq. 

Sackville-street, Piccadilly 
Whatley, Mrs. Henrietta, 

... , Cirencester, Gloucester 

Whitmore; J . jun. e^q. Fredericks-pl. Old Jewry 

Whit well, Eliz. Mrs Manchester 

Whit well, Stedman, esq Birminghm 

Whitmarsh, W. esq. per Hoare, Bametts & Co. 

Wickens, William, esq. per. . . . ditto 

Widens, Timothy, esq. Manchester 

Wigham, Cuthbert, esq Yarmouth 

.Wilbraham, R. esq Portland -place 

Wilbraham, Capt. R. N. per Goslings and Co. 
Wilkins, Henry, esq. . Cirencester, Gloucester 
Wilkins, Johir, esq. .• . . . .ditto; 
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Wilkins, S. esq. . . . .Cirence^r, Gloucester 

Wflkins^ Mrs. Ann. C ditto 

Williams^ J. esq 

WiBiams, L. eaq Vimiera^ Vauxhall 

Wflliams^ James, esq Smithfield 

Wilson, John, esq. per Hoare, Bametts and Co. 
Wilson, Rev. Daniel, Chapel-st. Bedford-row 

Wilson, Rev. C Congleton 

WUson, Joseph, esq Highbury-hill 

Wflson, Henry, esq Highbury-hill 

Wilson, B. A. esq 

Wilson, W, Rev Wolsingham, Durhatn 

Wilson, C. esq Abbotts Hall 

Wilson, W. J esq. . per Hoare, Barnetts & Co. 

Wilshere, W. esq Hitchen, Herts. 

Wiltshire, John, esq B&th 

Winsor, John, esq Manchester 

Winkworth, Mrs Norton-street 

Wollaston, Rev. . . . per Messrs. Drummond*s 

Wood, J. Geo. esq Bath 

Woods, John, esq. Chelgrove near Chichester 

Woods, Edward, esq Chichester, Sussex 

Wright, J. S, esq Nottingham 

Wright, Smith, esq 

Wright, Wm. C. esq Ratdiffe Cross 

W.A.S 

W.R.R 

W. A. per A. O. E 

WiUdns,  , esq. of Cirencester, sundries by 

Toung, H. esq 54, Lincoln's- Jnn Fields 

Young, , esq. Woodford, per Esdaile & Co. 

Yerbury, Mary, Mrs. . Cirencester, Gloucester 

Zachary, Dan. esq ditto 

Zillwood, Rev. J. O, : Winchester 

Addenda. 

Mitchell, Jas. esq.. . . Great Winchester-street 
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T. Bkkilit, Cnoe Conrt, Fleet Street,' Londoa. 
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Ik scwierr fa- ife iupiuivcm^kt of piusok ttiiicutJKE, ^ 
A OESCRIPI'ION OV TOE TaEAC-BIIU., 



M'lTH PWIES uK TIIK MACtllNKRV- 
THE SAME, TfIA.Nf^l.^1'EU fNTO FItBNCB. 



'flu heamd Bdilion I'f . 

RULES 

POn THE GOVKKNMKNT 

GAOLS, HOI SES OF CORRECTION, 
PENITENTIARIES, 

Cenj^td 6rnfD nriou* Act* of Pnr&uiic'ii Cm thn i^Kiilailnft iif l*ritBa)>, q| 
■aloctot fraai ILulM in fern >1 ibf bwl. cmutnrMil (holt ia Einope, 

I'LASS irf PRISONS, ON IMl'ROVED PRINCIPLES j 



INQUIRIES 

RKLATIVT T() I'AiSON niHCirLME, 
tte wqnlRuwBl of bdnrnBitaagnllK vtaolJIttto of f 

Alu, THE SAME, THANSLaTKU IMt) PRCKCR AND SPAKin 
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THE SOCIETY 

rOR TUE IMPROVEMENT OF mlHON IXHCl-ptlN 
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